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PREFACE OF THE AMERICAN | EDITOR. 
é 


F the perusal of this precious little volume 
shall afford the reader but a small portion of 
the satisfaction and spiritual"comfort it di the 
writer, he will rejoice that it ever fet into"his 
hands. Its author most happily combines the ~ 


clearest logic with the” most elevated and fer- 


vent spirituality. The theme i is one of profound 
and touching interest. Most—nay, all of. us 
have “friends in heaven.” The heart often _ 
yearns, not only for communion with them, but — 
also to know their condition, the themes that 
occupy them, and the ‘agin that will subsist 
between the redeemed in glory. These yearn- 
ings of soul will find a solace in this beautiful 
elucidation of whatever relates to she mphrodt 
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in the word of God. And many a reader will 
rise from the perusal of this volume wondering 
that he had never before discovered that the 
Bible reveals so much upon the subject, and re- 
veals that so clearly. N one but éne whose own 
heart had been smitten by bereavement could 
have entered so deeply into sympathy with the 
theme. The Christian will here not only find 
divine nourishment for the soul, but will find 
gathering around’ him new stimulants to strive 
_ after the mind that gym in Christ. 
- ; 
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PREFACE. 





HIS is a book for. those whosé friends, 

though once on earth, have now “passed 
into the heavens.” The subject of which it 
treats must ever prove intensely interestin 80 
long as death continues to desolate ate hearts 
and homes. It is, therefore, rather ‘strange 
that the doctrine of mutual recognition in the 
world to come, which commends itself so much 
to the tenderest feelings of our nature, and 


which appeals so entirely to the Scriptures for 


support, should not have had the evidence in its 
favor developed long ago. . Some, indeed—not 
aware of the virulent opposition it has en- 
countered from certain skeptical writers—have 


thought the discussion of it almost unnecessary, 
5 » ‘ 
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being more willing to rejoice in the consolation 
_ it affords than to examine the foundation on 
which it rests. The uncertainty, however, pre- 
vailing in some minds, and the positive infidelity 
existing in others, with regard to it, have ren- 
dered it necessary that the whole subject should 
undergo a thorough investigation, and that the 
evidence in its favor should be so fully exhibited 
as to place the doctrine henceforth among the 
established verities of the Christian faith. 

That this has been successfully accomplished 
in the following treatise the author is not so 
presumptuous as to aver. He has, however, 
endeavored to present to his readers the testi- 
mony of the Scriptures, with regard to the doc- 
trine in question, more fully than he believes 
has yet been done. Several works of varied 
excellence have already appeared on the same 
subject, but their esteemed authors seem to 
have applied themselves to the establishment of 
the truth by general reasonings, rather than by 
a full exposition of “what saith the Lord” re- 
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garding it. The author of the present work © 
has attempted to supply this “lack of service,” 
with what success it must be left to others to 
determine. In his exhibition of seyidence, he 
has examined consecutively the various portions 
of revelation which bear upon the point, having 
followed in this particular—so far as the nature 
of his work permitted—the method adopted 
by Dr. Pye Smith in his “Testimony to the 
Messiah.” _ 

‘The exposition of his principal subject has 
led the author to discuss, more or less fully, 
several collateral questions of an interesting 
and important kind. Among these he would 
especially refer to the Resurrection Body—see 
Part II, chap. ias a topic on which much 
popular ignorance and error prevail, and which 
he has endeavored to exhibit in its true and 
Scriptural character. , 

Should it be found that the attempt here 
made to establish the doctrine of mutual rec- 


ognition among the redeemed in glory has 
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* youd te ‘any measure successful, the author 
7 must attribute su¢h success, not so much to 
any peculiar fitness he naturally possessed for 
the exposition of the subject, as to the afflict- 
“ive dispensations through which he has passed. 
a Having, in the providence of Gody been sub- 
jected to successive and severe bereavements 
both of kindred and friends, and having thus 
_\ ad the roots of his affections cut deeper than 
ae others, he was driven, i in the. depths of his 
desolation, Boeinpine the matter more thor- 
oughly than he would, in all probability, ever 
» otherwise have done. To the inspired volume— 
~ the source of all saving truth, and fountain of 
all satisfying consolation—he repaired, and hay- 
ing had its wells of living water opened up to 
» him by the great Comforter himself, he desires 
to lead the fainting and tried believer to those 
same streams of blessed consolation by which 
his own soul was so abundantly strengthened 

and refreshed. : 
y Imploring, then, the Divine blessing on hig 
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book, the writer presents it to THE BEREAVED * 
IN IsRAEL, as the fruit, he Masts, of not alto- 
gether unsanctified affliction. Should its read- 
ers derive aught of the comfort from its perusal 
which its author has experienced in its prepara-» 
tion, he .will be abundantly satisfied. AND To 
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INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS. 


1 aia disciple of the Savior! hearken 
to us, while we speak to you of your BE- 
LOVED DEAD. Think not that your friends 
and kindred in Christ, of whom death has 
robbed you, are lost to you forever. They 
are now your sainted treasures—precious as 
the heavenly inheritance itself—and when you 
yourself enter that “purchased possession,” 
you will find them there. We know that 
- though unseen, they are still the objects of 


your holiest emotions, as you think of them 
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moving among “the spirits of the just made 
perfect,” or hope to be the sharers of their 
eternal joy. 

Follow us, then, as we lead you to the word 
of God, and; from its inspired pages, prove that 
you will yet recognize your beloved ones who 
have gone to Jesus; and that when, through 
grace, you yourself reach the land of the Im- 
mortals, they and you shall—in the bonds of a 
‘restored and unbroken friendship—rejoice to- 
gether, and forever, among the “saints in 
light.” 

Our great object, therefore, in the following 
pages, will be to demonstrate from the holy 
Scriptures the reality of the saints’ mutual 
recognition and renewed companionship in 
heaven; so that the afflicted Christian may 
feel convinced that, in cherishing this “ blessed 
hope,” he is not the victim of a mere delusion 
or diseased imagination, nor the dupe of a 
speculation, which, however beautiful, is yet . 
baseless, but the possessor of one of the most 
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precious truths to be found in the entire of that 
“sure word of prophecy,” whereunto it is hig 
privilege to “take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place.” 


hy 


NATURE AND BASIS OF THE DOCTRINE. 

We would not, however, have it for a momets 
supposed that the recognition and fellowship 
for which we plead are to be considered as the 
continuance or perpetuation of any merely 
earthly relations. The ties of affinity and 
blood will have no existence in the world to 
come, and the relative and animal affections 
have not the stamp of immortality impressed - 
upon them. 

When, then, in the following treatise, we 
shall speak of the continuance of friendship, 
and of the existence of specific affection be- 
yond the grave, we must be understood as 
referring only to such attachments as belong 
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essentially to our zmmortal nature; to such 
merely as have been purified, cemented, and 
sanctified by the Spirit of the Lord. é 

The friendship and fellowship of which we 
treat, find the bonds of their perpetuity in vital 
union to Jesus Christ; for it is the mystical: 
union which exists betwixt the Savior and his 
people that constitutes the trie basis of that 
holy friendship and everlasting fellowship 
which will obtain among the redeemed in glory. 
When united to Christ, believers are also united 
to each other; from this mutual union arises a 

_ reciprocal communion; and as their union to 
one another is eternal, the communion, thence 
resulting, will be everlasting also. 

We are thus anxious, at the very beginning 
of our work, to prevent our readers from fall- 
ing into the error of supposing that, when 
speaking of individual friendships as perpet- 
uated in the heavenly world, we are referring to 
any of those merely earthly unions, or instinct- 
ive and animal affections, which must all term- 
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inate with this present life, and which belong 
essentially to those relationships of “flesh and 
blood,” which can have no inheritance in the 
kingdom of God. 

In these pages we shall treat only of Chris- 
tian friendship—of those attachments which 
have been sanctified by grace—and of that fel- 
lowship which exists among those who are vi- 
tally united by God’s Spirit to his well-beloved 
Son. . 
Having made these remarks, in order to avoid 
misapprehension on a topic which will be more 
fully elucidated afterward, we shall now—before 
proceeding to examine in detail the Scripture 
evidence in behalf of recognition—submit to 
our readers a few arguments of a presumptive 
and general character, illustrative of its nature 


and corroborative of its truth. 
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RECOGNITION, A TRUTH GENERALLY RECEIVED— 
ESPECIALLY BY THE PIOUS—ITS CON- 
SOLATORY TENDENCY——-DISMAL CON- 
SEQUENCES oF REPUDIATING IT. 


The doctrine of mutual recognition in the 
world to come has been the object of an 
almost universal faith. “All kindreds of the 
earth” have held it. It has been believed 
both by the ancient and the modern world*— 
J and Gentile—Christian and heathen— 
Grell and Roman—philosopher and poet—the 
most polished nations and the most savage 
tribes, have alike embraced it. But a uni- 
versally received tenet is generally acknowl- 
edged to be an unquestionable truth; for the 
utterances of our common nature are not wont 
to deceive, and those feelings which are uni- 
versally experienced are not false. Now, a 





*See Appendix. 
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belief in this doctrine lies deeply imbedded in 
our moral constitution, and humanity, from the 
deepest caverns of her emotions, declares it to 
be true. 

Nay, this doctrine is held most firmly by the 
best of the children of men, and a conviction 
of its truth is commensurate with the believer’s 
attainments in grace. It grows with his growth, 
and strengthens with his spiritual strength. 
But it is in the time of his sorest tribulation 
that it is especially cherished by the child of 
God. It is when his strongest canth-tiguaaer 
broken, and his very heart-strings are rent 
asunder, that it proves unspeakably precious 
to his soul. Then is it found to be the most 


healing balm to his wounded spirit, and then 


does it prove the richest consolation to his 
crushed and broken heart; for it tells him not 
to “sorrow as others which have no hope.” 
Tt assures him that the body’s dissolution pro- 
duces but a temporary separation, and declares 
that his bereavement, so far from begged 
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_ < 
will continue only for the brief interval of his 
present life. .. 

But suppose we deny this doctrine—look, 
then, at the result. The death of our Christian 
friends is in that case—to ws at least—their 
destruction; and when the grave closes on 
them, we haye done with them—forever. If 
there is to be no future recognition, HEAVEN— 
though we should enter it—would be to us a 
land of strangers, in which we could take but 
little interest, and toward whi uld 









\ none of the attachments hies 
of home. If this doctrine which we advocate 
be untrue, the death of the Christian, so far 
as we are concerned, is his annihilation ; for 
if he is to continue FOREVER unknown to us, 
for us he might as well cease to be. But our 
common humanity revolts at such a horrible 
idea, and, rejecting it as an intolerable outrage 
upon our tenderest aspir ons, consigns it to 
the r s of a cold and unfeeling skepticism, 
or buries it forever in the grave of atheism itself. 
x 
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~ 


O, no! we may rest assured that the Author 
of our nature would not have implanted either 
the belief or desire of this saintly recognition | 
so deeply in our bosoms if utterly untrue, and 
the Holy Spirit would not allow such an idea— 
if a delusion—to pervade and strengthen itself 
in the hearts of his own children, in the hour 
of their deepest woe. To permit us to lull 
our racked and troubled spirits into quiet, by 
consolation drawn from a falsehood, would be 


mockery of our sorrows; for it 









would be to comfort us—not with “the 
of the truth”—but with a lie. Now the very 
‘eircumstance that it is just when we require 
the aid of the heavenly, Comforter most that, 

this heavenly hope consoles us most, proves _ 
that, instead of being an unwarranted decep- 

tion, it is, in truth, a hope of the Spirit’s own 

implantation, which will eyentually be fully, 

and forever, realized in heaven. 
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? CONTINUANCE OF MEMORY IN THE WORLD TO COME. 


It is quite evident that memory will con- 


tinue to be exercised in a future state. Unless 
this were so, we could not fully know either 
what we once were, or what, through grace, 
we had become. Its exercise throughout eter- 
nity will promote at once our gratitude, hu- 
mility, and joy, and its continuance will be 
necessary, both that we may fully feel our 
obligations to the Savior, and adequately praise 
For we could not sing the new song* 

of the redeemed, unless we remembered the 
* . «sins we had committed, and also the blood in 
which they had been ala away. _— 
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sary to the preservation of our very édentity ; 
for memory is an essential constituent of our 
mental nature, and deprived of it we should be 
essentially changed. We should, in fact, be no 
» longer ourselves, but a new order of creatures. 
Now, Christ came not to destroy humanity, 
but to redeem, and purify, and perfect it. His 
mission was of asremedial and restorative 
character. There will, therefore, be no essen- 
tal change in any part of either our mental 
or moral constitution, and the faculties and 
feelings of our immortal spirits, so far from 
being annihilated, will be more fully developed 
in eternity than they ever were in time. 


Accordingly we find that, in the Scriptures, 


the continuance of ee throughout oe ae 


i, 25— 





is uniformly assumed. 
“the father of the faithf pe in reasoning ¥ 









thy ae things, and li 







evil things: but now he is com- 
u art tormented.” Here we see 
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a . 
that the now wretched Dives is reminded of 


his former “lifetime,” and its “good things,” 
‘and of the former state of Lazarus, and his 
_ “evil things; and, from his request to Abra- 
ham, it is also evident that Dives remembered ° .. 
his “five brethren” and his “father’s house.” 
Now, surely, if such an important faculty as 
memory be continued to, and exercised by, a 
lost sinner, it will not be less so in the case 
of a glorified believer. 
The perpetuation of memory is also implied 
in Revelations wi, 9, 10, where we read: “I 
saw under the altar the souls of them that 
were slain for the word of God, and for thé 
testimony which they, held. And they cried © 
: with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, 
holy and true, dost thou not,judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the’ earth?” 
Now, these ‘imartyr-spitits must have recollected 
the earth, and the shedding of their blood 
thereon—also those by whom they been | 
-«glain—else they could not have cried, “ How 
.* ‘, 
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long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on. the 
earth ?” a 

The continued exercise of memory is also 
implied in all the descriptions of the judg= 
ment, and in all those passages which teach 
our future accountability to God. Thus Paul 
says—Romans xiv, 12—“So then every one» » 
of us shall give account of himself to God.” 
Now, if memory be destroyed by death, we 
would, when cited before “the great white 
throne,’ have forgotten all, and ould not, 
therefore, give account of any. And so also, » 
that each one may be convinced of the Bght- 
eousness of the award made for the “things 
done in his: body,’ he must remember the 
things done by him when Sin his body,” 
whether they had been “good or. bad.” 

Nay, we shall not” only remember our own — 
actions, but those of others also. For the 
ee exhorting the Hebrews, says—Hebrews 
xiii, 17—“ Obey them an have the rule over - 
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your sould, ‘as they that — give account; 


% that they may do it with joy, and not with 
— : for that is unprofitable for you.” Here 
is, unquestionably, taken for granted, that 
- when the ministers of the Church alluded to 
“would give account of those over whom they 
‘had ruled and watched, they would both re- 
member and recognize them; for if all remem- 
“‘brance were gone, no account could then be 
given, and the’ feelings of joy and grief alluded 
to could not possibly obtain. 
We might adduce many other passages of 
_ Serigfure “involving the same Daportant fact, « 
~ but we think any further evidence ‘on this al 
“altogether unnecessary. We shall, therefore, 
. now proceed, in the following Section, to ‘make 
a few observations on the =} ary ape of indi- “ 
vidual frie hips and “Particular attachments 
in the heavenly state, 5 
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- FRIENDSHIP PERPETUATED IN HEAVEN. 
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We are quite aware that some thoughtlessly 
consider that individual preferences can not —_ 
properly harmonize with the claims of a uni- 

versal benevolence, and that strong and peculiar 

attachments to particular individuals are en-~ 

tirely inconsistent) with the circumstances of a 

perfected character and condition. Such, how- 

éver, must surely have forgotten the history of 
the man Christ Jesus. He was perfect—per- 
fect on earth—and a perfect model of all his 

' saints, whether on earth or Seaton’ and yet, 
-in the very perfections of his nature, We see? , 
the outpotrings and concentrating, tendencies — 
of individual love. The Savior has at once ._ 
santiiondll amdlanetitdl individaal friendships. ! 

“by his own-example. The specialities. of his 
affections and sovereignty of his love are seen 

om a that, while he’ loved all his. peo le, 
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; = 
“for some ie a peculiarly strong re- 
gard. He had his own particular friends. Even 
among the chosen twelve there were some whom 
he liked better than the rest; for Peter, James, 
and John were his special favorites. , These 
* alone beheld the brightness of his glory on the 
he $ rt caMiatheat XV, fend the depth of his 
agony in the a xxvi, 37—and 
* they alone were permitted to witness the first 


manifestation of his resurrection power, when 
he called the daughter of Jairus to life again— 
, Mark y, 37. ¥. ea, of these three'favorites, to 
John the Savior was most attached; for he 
was pre-eminently “the _ disciple whom Jesus . 
loved ”—John xx, 2.» < - 

-. The Sayior’s particular attachments, too, were 
not confined to the members of the apostolic 
Pitt The family at Bethany shared in his 
~~ peculiar regards; for it is» sald, “Now Jesus 

: loved Martha, and her sister, 
~ . John xi,'5. When, therefoho, th 
hin tidings: of their brated aie 
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\ 
not think it necessary to mention that brother’s 


name. They knew the depth of the affection ‘ 


Jesus cherished toward him, and by the descrip- 
tion, “He whom thou lovest is sick,” they were 


not only satisfied that Messiah would recognize 


him, but they knew also that, by this delicate « 


allusion to Christ’s affection for their beloved i, an 


y 4 
brother, they would touch a chord which would 


not fail to awaken the tenderest sympathies of 
Messiah’s naturé,; and quicken the strongest 
pulsations of eo heart. 

Now these facts in the life of the Redeemer 
prove, that he came not to destroy friendship, 
but to purify and perfect it; and that the cher- 
ishing of a peculiarly strong love for certain 
individuals, in “preference to others, is not the 
mark of a fallen condition, but the characteristic 
of perfected humanity itself. The hist of 


~~ 


our Lord shows that the cultivation of specifie™ . 
; . 
‘attachments does not at all interfere with the 


exercises of a general benevolence. We have, 
therefore, every reason to believe that friendship 


» 
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t 
is not confined to earth, but exists also in 
heaven; for, even before Messiah’s incarnation, 
Danrel was “a man greatly beloved,” and, after 
his ascension, Paul was declared to be “a 
chosen vessel.” Now Jesus is still the same— 
“the same yesterday, to-day, and forever;” and 
the affections of ‘his humanity have not been 
absorbed, or altered, or amnihilated by his ex- 
altation to glory. Accordingly we find that 
when, in mediatorial majesty, he made his last 
revelation to his Church, it was to the beloved 
John he came. He was the one, above all 
others, that was thus peculiarly honored; and 
by his appearance, for such a purpose, to his — 
prisoner ‘and confessor in Patmos, Messiah 


not obscurely intimated that he who had for- 


merly leaned upon his bosom was still dearest to 


“— 
~ Surely, then, we may rejoicingly” conclude 


that the sanctified attachments of earth will be 
perpetuated in heaven; for if Jesus had his pe- 
culiar friends here, he no doubt has them there. 


LAZARUS, THOUGH DEAD, A FRIEND. 89 © 


His affections are as unchangeable as his nature 
from which they spring; and if it was right for 
the Elder Brother of the spiritual household to 
respect and cultivate the ties of friendship, it 
can not be wrong for any of his younger breth- 
ren to do so. If, then, the friendships of the 
Head of the Divine family be perpetuated, we 
may rest satisfied it will be so with those of its 
other members. Let it be remembered, also, 
that death produces not a transformation of 
character, but only a transference of person; it 
changes our place, but not our nature; and con- 
sequently it destroys not friendship, though it 
may suspend for a time its exercises. 
Accordingly, we find Christ speaking of 
friendship as still existing in the case of one 
deceased; for, after the death of Lazarus, J esus 
said, “Our Frrenp Lazarus sleepeth.” John 
xi, 11. Death had killed the body, but it had» 
not destroyed the friendship. Lazarus, though 
‘departed, was stzlJ the “friend” of Christ and 
his apostles. The one had gone to the world 
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- 
of spirits, the others remained on earth, yet the 
Friendship continued. Death could not extin- 
guish it—the grave could not crush it—it sur- 
vived the assaults of both—and so is it still. 
The ties of grace are far stronger and more 
lasting than those of nature. All merely cor- 
poreal and instinctive affections will cease with 
time. But Christian love is a divine affection 
implanted in the soul by the Spirit of Jehovah, 
and it must last forever. Whether, therefore, 
we consider the Divine origin and undying na- 
ture of that love of which we have been speak- 
ing, or the example and teachings of Christ 
himself, we are shut up to the conclusion, that 
those specific and personal attachments which 
have been formed betwixt God’s children in a 
state of grace will continue forever, and be 
fully developed in a state of glory. 

We conclude, then, that those sinless peculi- 
arities of mental and moral character which dis- 
tinguish the members of the Church on earth, 
and give rise to Christian friendships, will not 
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be abolished by death; for as, in the kingdom 
of nature, the individual specimens of eyen the 
same genus and species have their own peculiar 
charms, so also in the kingdom of grace and in 
the kingdom of glory. Amid a general har- 
mony and essential unity, there is the greatest 
individual diversity; for God is not wont, either 
in nature or providence, in grace or glory, to 
repeat himself; and of all the objects which 
his wide universe contains, not two, perhaps, 
are precisely alike. Now this wondrous di- 
versity, so far from marring the beauty, but in- 
creases the attractions of the entire creation, and 
will add immensely to the interest and admira- 
tion which the study of it, throughout eternity, 
will excite. And, therefore, in the idiosyncra- 
sies of spiritual character which the Church in 
glory will exhibit, there will be abundant room 
for the cultivation of individual attachments, 
and for that mutual fellowship of individual 
hearts, which will be perfectly consistent, both 
with a supreme love to Jehovah and with the 


oh 
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exercises of the most unlimited . kindness 
toward, all his creatures. 

The following judicious observations of Dr. 
Whately—the present distinguished archbishop 
of Dublin—on this subject are very interesting, 
and worthy of our most serious consideration. 
This eminent prelate says: ’ 

“Tt is supposed that particular friendships 
will’ [in heaven] be swallowed up in universal 
charity, and that any partial regard toward one 
good man more than another is too narrow a 
feeling, and unworthy of a ‘saint made perfect.’ 
Do we, then, find any approach toward this sup- 
posed perfection in the best Christians on earth? 


’ ; Pe 
Do we find that, in proportion as they improve 


in charity toward all mankind, they become less 
and less capable of friendship—less affectionate 
to their relations and connections, and to the 
intimate companions whom they havo selected 
from among their Christian brethren? Far 
from it. It is generally observed, on the con- 
trary, that the best Christians, and the fullest, 
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both of brotherly love toward all who are of 
the household of faith, and of universal tender- 
ness and benevolence toward all their fellow- 
creatures, are also the warmest and steadiest in 
their, friendships. Why, then, should it be 

_ otherwise hereafter? why should private friend- 
ship interfere with universal benevolence in 
heaven, more than it does on earth? But there 
is a more decisive proof than this. No one can 
suppose that-a Christian in his glorified state 
will be more exalted than his great Master here 
on earth; from him we must ever remain at an 
immeasurable distance; we hope, indeed, to be 
free from the sufferings of our blessed Lord, in 
his state of humiliation here below, but never ~ 
to equal his perfections. Yet he was-not inca- 
pable of friendship. He certainly loved, in- 
deed, all mankind, more than any other man 
ever did since, as Paul says, ‘While we were 
yet enemies, he died for us’ He loved espe- 
cially the disciples who constantly followed him, 
but, even among the apostles, he distinguished 
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one as more peculiarly and privately his friend. 
John was ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved.’ Can 
we, then, be ever too highly exalted to be inca- 
pable of friendship? 

“JT am convinced, on the contrary, that the 
~ extension and perfection of friendship will con- 
stitute a great part of the future happiness of 
the blest. Many have lived, in various and dis- 
tant ages and countries, who have been in their 
character—I mean not merely in their being 
generally estimable, but in the agreement of 
their tastes and suitableness of dispositions— 
perfectly adapted for friendship with each other, 
but who, of course, could never .meet in this 
‘world. Many a one selects, when he is reading 
history—a truly pious Christian, more espe- 
cially, in reading sacred history—some one or 
two favorite characters, -with whom he feels 
that a personal acquaintance would have been 
peculiarly delightful to him. Why should not 
such a desire be realized in a future state? A 
wish to see, and personally know, for example, 
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the apostle Paul, or John, is the most likely 
to arise in the noblest and purest mind. I 
should be very sorry to think such a wish 


absurd and presumptuous, or unlikely ever to 


be gratified. The highestenjoyment, doubtless, . 


to the blest will be the personal knowledge of 
their great and beloved Master; yet I can not 
but think that some part of their happiness 
will consist in an intimate knowledge of the 
greatest of his followers also, and of those of 
them in particular whose peculiar qualities are. 
to each the most attractive. , 

- “Tn this world, again, our friendships are 
limited,.not only to those who live in the 
same age and country, but to a small portion 
even of them—to a small portion even of those 
who are not unknown to us, and whom we 
know to be,estimable and amiable, and who, 
we feel, might have been among our dearest 
friends. Our command of time and leisure to 
cultivate friendships imposes a limit to their 


extent—they are bounded, rather, by the oc- 


s 





. tions—and the removal of such impediments . 
in a better world seems to me a most desirable 
and a most probable change. 


? 


. “T see no reason, again, why those who 
* have béen dearest friends on earth, should not, 


_ when admitted to that happy state, continue 
be to be so,-with full knowledge and recollection 
of their former friendship.” * : 


_ 


* Whately’s “View of the Seripture Revelations concerning a 


Future State,” pp. 276-279, Sixth edition, London, 1847, . 
ie; ‘ 
- 
- . 
ul 
é ° 
. 
. 
e 
>. 
* . 
. 
Bee re 
ey 
5 a - 





* @ 


" EVIDENCE FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT. 





* ‘ 
vee ath 
- na 
> ; — t i} 
CHAPTER Dit.  # 


” 
2 
EVIDENCE FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT. 8 


ie 


7 
: << 


NATURE OF THE SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCE TO BE_ 
" EXPECTED ON THIS SUBJECT. © * 


N entering on a detailed examination of the 
Scriptural testimony in support of mutual 
“recognition in a future state, it may be de- 
sirable to direct the attention of the reader 
to the kind of evidence which the Bible may ~ 
naturally be expected to furnish on such ae 
topic. 
- The amount and character of the testimony 
borne by the Seriptures to any particular truth 
are regulated by the peculiar crreumstances of 
the case. If the truth to be established is one - 


perfectly new and of whieh— ior to revela- f 
_ tion, and athe it—we could have known 
mil ‘ é 4 
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: alae AND AMOUNT OF SCRIPTURAL 
nothing; or if it be one exceedingly distasteful 
"to man’s nature, and humiliating to his pride, 
© then, in such cases, we may expect the evidence 
to be both copious and diversified. Accord- 
_ ingly, we find that on such “questions as the 
Deity of Christ—the resurrection of the body— 
the depravity of man—+the mode of the sin- 


ner’s justification—and the necessity and effects 


— 


- 
, ‘ of regeneration—the declarations of the Bible 


‘are exceedingly numerous, and of the most 
direct and positive character; while, on the 


«other hand, Scripture never sets about the 
demonstration of generally admitted or agree- 

» able propositions. It may illustrate or enforce, 
© © but never proposes, as its chief business, to 


prove them. Hence it takes for granted such 


\} 


doctrines as the existence of God,” and the 
immortality of the soul. It proceeds upon the 
principle that what we admit, or like, requires 
little proof; and, therefore, it furnishes but 
few direc imonies on such matters, though 
Sag its ncaa incidental "evidence may be 
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abundantly copious and perfectly satisfactory. _ 
‘Nay, the indirect and incidental testimony | | 
of a witness, as every one knows, is often 
stronger and more convincing than direct as- 
sertion. 

Thus, when we read that Christ’s disciples 
plucked the ears of corn, as they passed | 
through the fields on the Sabbath day, we 
have the strongest possible evidence, though 
of an indirect nature, that if was neither in 
the winter, nor in the seed-time, but toward 
the harvest season, that the event narrated |. 
occurred. So, too, when, a few years ago, it 
was announced that two gentlemen had suc-  _ 
ceeded} without. telescopic aid, and by mere 
calculation, in determining the position and 
character of a previously unknown planet, those 
who understand any thing of ‘such investi- 
ations had, in this simple fact, the most con- 
vincing testimony—though altogether of an 
implied and inferential ae the dis- 
tinguished savans Bipeed to we quainted, 

. 
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not only with the rudiments, but with the very 
highest branches of mathematical and astro- 
nomical science. 

The doctrines of natural theology, as such, 
are doctrines of inference, resting on the kind 
of evidence we have mentioned; and Christ, 
by tsing this sort of proof, in his reasonings 
with the Sadducees, regarding the resurrection, 
has taught us, that we are bound to receive, 
not only those-truths which are “expressly set 
down in Scripture,’ but those also which, to 
use the language of the Westminster divines, 
“may by necessary consequence be deduced 
therefrom.”. In fact, incidental allusions often 
form the most convincing species of evidence, 
for they imply that ‘the matter referred to was 
either too plain to require demonstration, or 
too universally admitted to call for formal 
proof. 

Now, just so is it with the subject under 


o> consideration. The evidence for the future 


recognition and on Wy friendship of the 
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redeemed is far from being meager; on the 
contrary, as we shall soon see, it is both varied 
and abundant; but like that for the being of 
a God, and other doctrines of natural theism, 
it is, for the most part, of an indirect and 
inferential character, and this, so far from 
weakening its force, should rather strengthen 
it; for it shows that it is a truth that was so 
generally received in the time of patriarchs 
and prophets, and during the ministry of Christ 
and his apostles, that a formal assertion and 
demonstration of it were considered quite un- 
necessary. Accordingly, we shall see that all 
these take it for granted, and reason upon it, 
as a generally acknowledged fact, while they 
use it for the practical purposes of comforting, 
warning, and edifying the Church of God. 
That this may be evident to all our readers, 
we shall now proceed to examine somewhat 
minutely those declarations of the Bible which 
more especially refer to the mutual recog- 
nition of the departed in the world to come; 
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. @nd in doing so, we shall commence by con- 


sidering in the following section— 
' 


-~ 


- 


* II. d= Pooks e/ym 
‘ THE EVIDENCE FURNISHED BY THE Lee | 


The doctrines of mutual recognition and re- 
newed companionship after death, are taught 
in those portions of the five books of Moses, 
where the Old Testament: patriarchs are repre- 
sented as being “gathered unto their fathers,” 

¢ or“ gathered unto their people.” 

Thus, in Genesis xxv, 8, it is said of Apra- 
HAM at his death, that he “was gathered to 
His PEOPLE.” Now, this language can not pos- 
sibly have any reference to the burial of the 
patriarch—if so, it would not be true; for 
Abraham was not interred in any of the sep- 
ulchers of his people. His ancestors lived 
and died in Ur of the Chaldees. Terah, his 
father, died in Haran, and was buried there; 
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but Abraham was interred in a new burying- 
place; namely, “in the cave of the field of 
Machpelah before Mamre”—see Genesis xxiii, 
19, and xxv, 9, 10—which he had purchased 
of the sons of Heth, and which was far re- 
moved from the graves of his fathers. While, 
however, he was not buried with “his people,” 
he was “gathered to them;” that is, though 
his body did not rest with theirs, yet that 
which formed pre-eminently HIMSELF, even his 
immortal spirit, was “gathered to them”— 
was ushered into their society, and restored 
to their fellowship, in that land of .upright- 
ness where the spirits of the holy dwell. 

So also of Isaac we read—Genesis xx: 
29“ And Isaac gaye up the ghost, and died, 
and was GATHERED UNTO HIS PEOPLE, and his 
‘sons, Esau and Jacob, buried him.” Here ob- 
serve Isaac’s “being gathered-to his. people” 
is represented as taking place immediately 
after his death, but before his burial; for the 


patriarch’s death is described as anterior to his 


- 
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being gathered to his people, and his inter- 
ment as taking place subsequent to that event— 
evidently teaching that, so soon as the spirit 
of the aged saint had quitted the body, and 
before that body was committed to the grave, 
the emancipated spirit was received to the 
communion of his pious ancestors who had 
gone before him to the realms of bliss. 

The same expression is used with regard to 
Jacos, in Genesis xlix, 33, where it is said: 
“And when Jacob had made an end of com- 
manding his sons, he gathered up his feet into 
_the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was 
GATHERED UNTO HIS PEOPLE.” Here we find 
his being gathered to his people mentioned 
as immediately following his yielding up the 
ghost, so that his being gathered to his fathers 
can not possibly mean his being ¢nterred with 
them, for Jacob’s funeral did not take place 
till rorty days after he had “yielded up the 
ghost, and was gathered to his people.” 

But that the meaning of this expression 
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may be established beyond all possible doubt, 
let us refer to the cases of MosEs and Aaron. 
In Deuteronomy xxxii, 49, 50, God says to 
Moses, “Get thee up, and die in the mount 
whither thou goest up, and be GATHERED UNTO 
THY PEOPLE; as Aaron, thy brother, died in 
Mount Hor, and was gathered unto his people.” 
None of Aaron’s ancestors either died on 
“Mount Hor or were buried there. When, 
therefore, it is said of Israel’s first high-priest, 
that, having died at Hor, he “was gathered to 
his fathers,’ the meaning ‘unquestionably is, 
that, though his body occupied a lonely spot 
on that mount of the wilderness, yet that. his 
better part—the undying spirit—was doomed 
to no such solitude, but was immediately “gath- 
ered,’ or admitted, to the fellowship of his 
sainted progenitors. 

And when God, in the passage quoted above, 
says to Moses, “Get thee up, and die in the 
mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered 
unto thy people,” he does not at all mean to 
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tell his servant that by being gathered to his 
people he was to be interred along with them. 
The great law giver, as well as the high-priest 
of Israel, was destined to occupy a solitary 


grave far away from the sepulchers of his 


I 


fathers; for Gop, we are told, buried Moses 
“in a valley in the land of Moab, over against 
Beth-peor, and no man knoweth of his sep- 
ulcher unto this day.” Deuteronomy xxxiv, 6. 

If any additional argument were required 
to prove that the Scripture expression on 
which we have been commenting is not at all 
synonymous with bwria?, but is one which im- 
plies admission to the fellowship of departed 
saints, we should find it in the fact»that being 
“gathered” to his people is spoken of in the 
Bible as a privilege of the believer which the 
rich wordling and other unconverted char- 


acters will not enjoy. Thus, in Job xxvii, 19, ~ 


we read, “The rich man shall lie down, but 
he shall not BE GATHERED;’’ that is, as the 
judicious Scott, in his commentary on this 
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passage, speaking of such persons as those 
mentioned by Z ob, remarks: “They lay down 
in death, nor were they GATHERED AMONG THE 
RIGHTEOUS, but opened their eyes in HELL, far 
from all their treasures and employments.” 

Indeed, the most distinguished of modern 
Hebrew scholars—the celebrated Gesenius— 
after a minute critical investigation of the 
original expression, declares that ‘the phrase, 
“being gathered to one’s people or fathers,’ is 
expressly distinguished by the Hebrew writers | 
both from death and burial, and signifies the 
spirit’s departing into Suzon or Hanus, where,” 
says he, “the Hebrews supposed all their an- 
cestors to be congregated.” 

That the patriarch Jacob believed in recog- 
nition and restored companionship after death 
is evident from the following passage, when 
rightly’ understood. In Genesis xxxvii, 36, 
we read that when Joseph’s coat, dipped in 
blood, was brought to his father, the old man 
supposed his favorite son had been “rent in 
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> and, refusing to be comforted, said, 


pieces; 
“T will go down into the grave UNTO MY SON 
mourning.” ‘The word here translated grave 
is not Keber, the proper Hebrew word for 
grave or sepulcher, but the term in the original 
is Suxot, which is used to express, not the 
grave, but the place of the departed, or the 
habitation of disembodied spirits.* What Ja- 
cob says, then, is, “I will go down to Sheol 
to my son mourning.’ He here not only tells 
us that he would continue to mourn till he 
went to Sheol—the territory of the departed— 
but he also tells us that when he entered 
Sheol he would be with his son. . “I will go,” 


* As stated in the text, Saxon is the Hebrew term applied to 
the place of disembodied spirits, and is, consequently, a word 
of very general import comprehending both the realms of the 
blessed and also the regions of the lost.) In the passage men- 
tioned above, it evidently refers to the “former; whereas, in the 
passages subsequently quoted in this chapter—namely, Isaiah 
xiv, 9, 10; Ezekiel xxxii, 24, 27, and xxxi, 16, 17—it is as plainly 
applied to the latter; and, therefore, in these last-mentioned 
passages, if is very properly rendered HELL in our authorized 
version. 
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says he, “to Sheol unto My son.” Now, from 
this language, it is quite evident that the pa- 
triarch was convinced that, when he would 
reach Sheol, he would recognize his son, and 
enjoy his society again. 

That he did not console himself with the 
idea of lying in the same grave with his be- 
loved Joseph, is evident from the circumstance 
that he thought his son had been “rent in 
pieces” and eaten by some wild animal of the 
desert; for he said, “An evil beast hath de- 
voured him.’ Believing this to have been the 
case, he knew-that, under such circumstances, 
it was impossible for his favorite child to 
enjoy sepulchral rites, and,. therefore, could 
never for a moment have thought of being 
united to him in a common grave. O no! 
the weeping patriarch betook himself to a 
higher and holier source of consolation ; and 
“the comfort wherewith he comforted himself” 
was, that when he would enter the abodes of 
the departed, he would there find this son of 
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* 
his tenderest affections mingling in the society 


of the blessed. 


d ths 3 
TESTIMONY OF DAVID. 


The conduct and language of Dayid, upon 
the death of the child that “Uriah’s wife bare 


unto him,” 


show that the royal Psalmist be- 
lieved in the doctrine of recognition in heaven, 
and found-it to be a source of the strongest 
consolation to his overwhelmed and agonized 
soul, ; . 

In 2 Samuel xii, 19-23, we read, “David said 
unto his servants, Is the child dead? And 
they said, He is dead. Then David arose from 
the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, 
and changed his apparel, and came into the 
house of the Lord, and worshiped; then he 
came unto his own house; and when he required, 
they set bread before him, and he did eat. 
Then said his servants unto him, What thing is 
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this that thou hast done? And he said, While 
the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept; for I 
said, Who can tell whether God will be gracious 
to me, that the child may live? but now he is 
dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him 
back again? I sHaLL go To HIM, but he shall 
not return to me.” 

From this passage we perceive that, when 
David learned that his child was really gone, his 
whole demeanor became changed. Heno longer 
“vexed himself,” or indulged in useless lament- 
ation; but, in the spirit of one who had re- 
ceived some wondrous consolation, he arises, 
and washes, and anoints himself; goes into the 
house of the Lord, and worships; returns to 
his own house, and eats bread; and manifests 
the attitude and tone of one who had suddenly 
been delivered from some “desperate sorrow.” 

And when interrogated by his astonished 
servants as to the cause of the extraordinary 
change, he lets them into the secret of the 
whole by» saying, “JT SHALL GO TO HIM;” thus 
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. 
telling them that his child and he were not ost 


- to each other, they were but parted for a little, 


separated only for the remainder of his own 
life, and that, when it was terminated, they. 
should be with each other again. 

That David, by the above language, did hal 
comfort himself with the hope of getting to 
the body of his son by being eventually buried 
in the same grave with him, is evident from the 
fact that the child’s body was still with him. 
He could not possibly Rave been thinking of 
going to it, or of its not returning to him; for, 
so far as he and the bod: ly of his child were con- 
cernedythey were still together; but his language 
evidentlywrefers to the departed spirit of his 
little one, and viewing it as what really con- 
stituted his child, he says, “I shall go to him.” 
His little son, he knew, had but gone before 
him to that “house of the Lord” in which he 
elsewhere—see Psalm xxii, 6—declares he 
himself will forever dwell; and he was con- 
vinced that when he Would enter there, he 
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wid find his beloved-boy among the children 
of the Divine family, waiting to receive him, and 
ready to conduct or accompany him to some 
one of the many mansions of that heavenly, 
home. * 
The Psalmist, in — place—2 Samuel 
Xxiii, 2—says, “The Spirit of the Lord spake 
by me, and his word was in my tongue.” May 
we not, then, suppose that the a 
sand unlooked- for composure which David -man- 
ifested, on hearing of the decease of his whihd 
may have been owing to the divine and special 
operation of the great Comforter on his soul? 
When he uttered the words, “I shall go to 
him,” may he not have done so under the 
promptings of the Spirit of inspiration, who, 
through him, would thus convey such a lesson 
of instruction to all succeeding generations of 
the Church as would prove particularly consol- 
atory to the faithful when suffering from the 
decease of Christian friends, and ‘be more es- 
pecially sgathing to the troubled hearts of pious 


s 
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‘2 
parents when called on, like the Psalmist, to 


transfer to the heavenly guardianship of the 
chief Shepherd one or more of the lambs of his 


earthly flock? Thus, through David, the Spirit 


would be telling them that those friends in 
Christ for whom they mourned—whether the 
sheep of his pasture or the lambs of his fold— 
weré not destroyed, but merely removed to 
another and better part of the Lord’s posses- 
sions, where, after “a little season,” they them- 
selves would be permitted to rejoin them, and 
partake with them in a joy which will be with- 
out mixture and without end. 
- 
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EVIDENCE FROM THE PROPHETICAL BOOKS. 

We shall now direct the attention of the 
reader to some portions of the prophetical 
Scriptures, and more particularly to those 


where recognition is represented as taking 
place IN THE REGIONS OF THE LOST, _ 
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And, first, let us notice the case of the King 
of Babylon, as recorded in the fourteenth 
chapter of Isaiah. At the ninth verse of this 
chapter, the scene of the prophetic vision is 
suddenly changed from earth to hell, and the 
Babylonish monarch, as he quits the body, and 
descends to the regions of the lost, is thus ad- 
dressed : | % 

“Hell from beneath is moved for thee to 
meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth Bs the 
dead for thee, even all the chief. ones of the 
earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all 
the kings of the nations. All they shall: speak 
and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak 
as we? art thou become like unto us?” Isaiah 
eiveO} 10. 


In this awfully sublime passage the once - 


mighty and haughty prince, who had “made 
the earth to tremble, and did shake the nations; 
that had made the world as a wilderness, and 
destroyed the cities thereof,” is represented as 
going down to hell, as on his descent there, 


oo 
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. 


as being recognized by those who had been the 
victims of his former tyranny and ambition. 
His “coming” is spoken of as causing quite a 
sensation in the infernal regions. “Hell from 
beneath,” it is said, “is moved for thee at thy 
coming.” “All the chief ones of the earth” 
are described as “stirred up,” and “the kings 
of the’nations”’ are represented as rising “ from 
their thrones,” and, in words of terrible recrim- 
ination and burning sarcasm, as upbraiding and 
insulting the now fallen potentate, while they 
contrast his former pomp, and cruelty, and pride, 
with his present helplessness and degradation. 

In the thirty-second chapter of the prophecy 
of Hzekiel we have the same dreadful fact of 
recognition among the lost, portrayed in a scene 
of fearful grandeur, where the King of Egypt 
is represented as having gone down to hell, and 
as commingling there with other princes and 
uncircumcised nations; and, at the twenty-first 
verse of the chapter, we have this declaration 
with regard to Pharaoh: 
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“The strong among the mighty SHALL sPEAK 
TO HIM OUT OF THE MIDST OF HELL with them 
that help him; they are gone down, they lie 
uncircumcised, slain by the sword.” 

In this passage the infernal habitations are 
disclosed to us, and the spirits of departed 
tyrants, their allies and their subjects, are rep- 
resented as congregated together, and as con- 
versing with Pharaoh in hell, after he had 
joimed them there. And that the King of 
Egypt knew them is evident from what follows; 
for, after an enumeration of the princes and 
nations that are said to have “gone down to 
hell,’ and of whom it is affirmed—verse 27— 
that “their iniquities shall be upon their bones, 
though they were the terror of the mighty in 
the land of the living,’ we read—verse 31— 
“PHARAOH SHALL SEE THEM, and shall be com- 
forted over all his multitude, even Pharaoh and 
all hig army slain by the sword, saith the Lord 
God.” 

From this passage we learn, not only that the 
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Egyptian monarch would see these. kings and 
.nations whom he had known on earth, but also 
that the sight of them would yield him a sort 
of fiendish satisfaction, as thus he learned that 
those who had been sharers in his crimes would 
be partakers in his torments also. 

We have the same terrible truth of recognt- 
tion and companionship in hell taught in the 
thirty-first chapter of Ezekiel, verses 16, 17, 
where God says of the King of Assyria: 

“T made the nations to shake at the sound of 
-his fall, when I cast him down to hell with them 
that descend into the pit; and all the trees of 
Eden, the choice and .best of Lebanon, all that 
drink water, shall be comforted in the nether 
parts of the earth. They also went down into 
hell with him, unto them that be slain with the 
sword; and they that were his arm, that dwelt 
under his shadow in the midst of the heathen.” 

The above verses inform us that the King 
of Assyria was cast down to hell im company 


with those who had been “his arm”—that is, 
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his support—and also along with those who 
“dwelt under his shadow”—that is, his sub- 
jects and soldiers; and they further teach us 
that he was cast down UNTO THEM that had 
been slain by him with the sword, and that 
those miserable wretches who had formerly suf- 
fered by his tyranny were now “comforted” 
by seeing him reduced to the same horrible 
condition with themselves. 

Let no one try to getrid of the tremendous 
facts brought out in the above Scriptures, by 
saying that they are merely poetical descrip- 
tions. Can truth not be embodied in poetry? 
and does the Spirit of God, even in what may 
be considered his most highly colored and meta- 
phorical delineations, teach any thing inconsist- 
ent with the facts of the case? We readily 
admit that the Holy Ghost has often employed 
the genius of the poet and the gorgeous 
drapery of metaphor and symbol, in making 
known to the Church some of the most im- 
portant facts recorded in his word. Yet we 
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maintain that the truths exhibited in the pro-— 
phetic extracts we have presented to our read- 
ers, are not the less true or important because 
of their being set forth with all the dramatic 
power of oriental poetry. In them we have, 
as it were, the curtain which conceals. from us 
the invisible world lifted up for a moment, and 
the terrible realities-of an unknown eternity 
revealed. Are not such revelations worthy, 
not only of the most graphic delineations of 
the greatest poet, but also of the inspiration 
of the Spirit himself? Should we not be 
thankful that we have such vivid pictures of 
a ruined futurity presented, that so we may 
be taught at once the littleness and folly of 
human greatness, and also be warned “to flee 
from the wrath to come?” God, in merey, 
has been pleased to give us those prophetic 
visions of, Pandemonium, that we may take 
heed lest we, too, should be forever associated 
in a fellowship of undying wretchedness with 


those lost ones in the regions of despair. 
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And the apocalyptic pictures of heaven and 
hell presented in the prophetic record will 
have failed to produce on us their full and 
legitimate effect, if they do not cause us to 
walk more humbly and closely with God, and 
to cultivate more assiduously “the commun- 
ion of the saints” on earth, as one of the 
best preparatives for the more perfect fellow- 
ship of the Church of the first-born above. 
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@ CHAPTER. ITI. 
EVIDENCE FROM THE GOSPELS. 


E have, in the preceding chapter, by an 

examination of “the law and the proph- 
ets,’ and also from the testimony of the in- 
spired Psalmist, seen that mutual recognition 
after death was a dearly cherished truth, both 
under the patriarchal and Levitical economies. 
Having thus completed our review of the evi- 
dence contained in the Old Testament, we 
shall now proceed to consider that furnished 
by the Gospel history of our Lord’s ministry, 
in doing which we shall find that recognition 
in the world to come is taught—first, in the 
discourses of the Savior; second, in the nar- 
rative of his transfiguration; third, in his para- 
bles; fourth, by ‘his miracles; jifth, in his 
account of the last judgment; and, sixth, in 
his description of heaven itself. 
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I. 
EVIDENCE FROM THE DISCOURSES OF OUR LORD. 


In the sixteenth chapter of Luke, at the 
ninth verse, Jesus thus exhorts, “Make to 
yourselves friends of the mammon of un- 
righteousness; that, when ye fail, they may re- 
ceive you into everlasting habitations.” , 

Christ, in this address, teaches his auditors 
the right use of money. Instead of hoarding 
it or squandering it, they were to “make 
friends” of it; so that when, eventually, they 
themselves should “fail” of life, or die, these 
friends—whom they had acquired by the right 
and benevolent use of their property, and who 
had gone before them to the heavenly world— 
might receive them “into everlasting habita- 
tions.” 

Jesus here represents those glorified spirits 
who had, in the days of their flesh, been 
befriended or benefited by their wealthy breth- 
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ren still in the body, as waiting on the bor- 
ders of the eternal world to receive into the 
heavenly temple their former benefactors, so 
soon a8 these latter had left their earthly tab- 
‘ernacles. The Savior thus teaches, not merely 
the doctrine of recognition and. restored com- 
panionship in heaven, but he also conveys a 
very important practical lesson as to the most 
advantageous “employment and best investment 
of wealth. He here declares that this “mam- 
mon of unrighteousness”—which is so gen- 
erally a snare to the believer and a fearful 
hinderance to his growth in grace—may be so 
used that, instead of being a temptation and 
a stumbling-block, it may become the positive 
instrument of increased enjoyment and reward 
in the world to come. 

Christ, on another occasion, declared, “ Who- 
soever shall give to drink unto one of these 
little ones a cup of cold water only in the name 
of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall 
in no wise lose his reward.” Matthew x, 42. 
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Now this language evidently implies that when 
such a comparatively trivial act of kindness 
as that mentioned above shall be remembered 
and rewarded at the final reckoning, those 
“little ones” .to whom such acts have been: 
performed will themselves. be neither unknown’ 
nor unnoticed at that great assize. 

The same doctrine is also taught by the 
Savior, when he says, “The men of Nineveh 
shall rise in judgment with this generation, 
and shall condemn it; because they repented 
at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a 
greater than Jonas is here. The queen of 
the south shall rise up in the judgment with 
this generation, and shall condemn it; for she 
came from the uttermost parts of the earth 
to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, 
a greater than Solomon is here.” Matthew 
xii, 41, 42. These verses clearly teach that, 
in the judgment, “the men of Nineveh” will 
be distinguished from all others, and be then 
recognized as the former auditors of the prophet 


. 
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Jonas. Unless they were then known as the 
previous inhabitants of that penitent ay which 
had hearkened to the Pare s warning ‘and. 
repented at his call, wld oat DOSS ibly 
act as “swift - witnesses” reneratio 
‘that had rejected one greater. ‘than this pro 
who tried to “flee unto ‘Tarshish 


presence of the Lagat ah b 
"Similar remarks arempplicable to “the 


of the south,” who, it ident, avill be 2 ree- 
ognized as the former Fe ad guest 
the then wisest of men, wh rises at 
judgment to testify against those who. had ree” 


fused to hearken to the bceiins of a for 
mightier than Solomon himself, 
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In the Gospel by Luke, chapter ix, 28th to 
35th verse, we read: “ And it came to. pass, 
about an eight days after these sayings, he took 
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_ Peter, and John, and James, and went up into 
- a mountain to pray. And as he prayed, the 
fashion of his countenance was altered, and his 
_ Taiment was whi d glistering. And, be- 
f. ~ hold, thers iter sin him bya: men, which 
Wert Moses and Elias? who appeared in glee.” 
and s ake of his derease which he should ac- 
| compli ish at Jerusalem. But Peter and they 
that were with him were heavy with sleep: and 
es they were awake, they saw his glory, and 
two men that stood with him. And it came 
& pass, as they departed from him,"Peter said 
Fringe Farad Master, vit is good for 1 us to be here: 
and’ let us make 1 three tabernacles; one for thee, 
_ and one for Moses, and one for Hlias: not 
[knowing what he said. While he thus spake, 
ere came a cloud and ‘overshadowed them: 
- peu they f feared as they entered into the cloud.” — 
In the above narrative there is presented to 
| us. a glimpse of the condition of saints in glory. 
_ We are told of Moses and Elias that they “ap- 
peared in glory” and of Jesus it is here said, 
“® 
bi 
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« 
the three disciples “saw his glory.” The whole 
scene, then, may be considered as presenting 
to us, in epitome, the Church glorified; for the 
head and members are both represented. We | 
have Elias representing the condition of a be- 


” Hever glorified in both soul and body—for Elias, 


like Enoch, “was translated, that he should not 


see death”—and we have in Moses repre- 


sented the condition of a glorified spirit whose 
body was still lying in the grave Tn the view 


of heavenly things here disclosed, we have these 
- . 





*Some writers have most unwarrantably assumed that the 
resurrection of Moses had taken place previously to Christ's trans- 
figuration, and that, on this occasion, he appeared, like Elias, in 
his glorified body. Sucha supposition, however, is not only un- 
warranted by Scripture, but is expressly contradicted by it; for 
the Bible uniformly teaches that Christ was “the first-fruits of 


. them that slept’’—see 1 Corinthians xv, 20-23—that is, that he 


was the first of all in his Church—the first, in fact, of the human 
family—that triumphed over the grave by rising from it in an 
IMMORTAL BODY. The cases of Enoch and Elijah can not be ad- 
duced as opposing this statement, for these prophets never “slept ;” 
they were both “translated, that they: should not see death.” The 
“many bodies of the saints” which are said—Matthew xxvii, 
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two inhabitants of the celestial world introduced 

- to us as knowing each other, and conversing 
with one another, though they had not lived on 
earth at the same time. For Moses, the giver 
of the law, had been “gathered to his fathers” 
hundreds of years before Elijah, the great re- 
former of the law—was born; yet, when they 
meet in glory, they are at once enabled to rec- 
ognize each other, and hold fellowship together. 
Nay, more: we learn from these verses that 


the three apostles were also able to recognize 





52, 53—to have arisen, we are told, “arose, and came out of the 
graves AFTER His resurrection.” And the cases of resurrection— 
such as those of Jairus’ daughter, of Lazarus, and of the widow’s son 
at Nain—which Christ effected during his earthly life, are not at 
all parallel to his own. For those thus raised were raised in mortal 
bodies, which were again doomed to “see corruption,’ but the res- 
urrection body of the Savior was an immortal body, which “could 
see no corruption.” Messiah himself, then, wore the first immor- 
tal and glorified body that was ever possessed by any who had ever 
“fallen asleep.” And as Moses had died and was buried by God 
himself—Deuteronomy xxxiy, 6—his body was still in its original 
resting-place, though his glorified spirit appeared, and, at the time 
above-mentioned, “talked” with Jesus “on the holy mount.” 
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their illustrious visitors. We may, ther e 
rest assured, that if these disciples were ] 
mitted to become acquainted with Moses 
Elias even in this life, their knowledge of 
has not diminished, though it may have 
- inereased, since they joined them in the 
enly world. | 
This transfiguration scene also informs us 
that the spirits of the just made perfect, so far 
from remaining in an wnreonscious condition till 
* resurrection, are even now, in their disem- 
odied state, perfectly active and capable, not 
only of conversing, but also of appearing in a 
visible form. For Moses, whose body was still 
sleeping “in a valley in the land of Moab, over 
against Beth-peor”—Deuteronomy xxxiv, 6— 
not only “talked” with Jesus and Elias, but 
also “stood,” and appeared as one of “two 
men” to the disciples—see verses 30-32. 
wt. 3 
glory are acquainted with the cireumstances of 


rses likewise imply that the saints in 


, the Chaureh on earth, and take a particular in- 
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BP terest in ws affairs. For when the respective 
__ representatives of “the law and the prophets” 
above referred to appeared “in glory” and 
“talked with” Christ, we are told it was of 
the decease which he should accomplish at 
usalem” that they spoke—evidently showing 
t at the awful tragedy about to be perpetrated 
at Calvary was not unknown to the inhabitants 
of the upper sanctuary, but was an approaching 
event which proved a topic of absorbing inter- 


‘ 


est to the denizens of the skies. 


Iii. 
EVIDENCE FROM THE PARABLES. 


In Luke xvi, 19-26, concerning Dives and 
Lazarus, we thus read: “There was a certain 
rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine 
linen, and fared sumptuously every day: and 
there was a certain beggar na Lazarus, 
which was laid a -Tis gate, full of sores, and 
desiring to be fed with the crambs which fo} 

” 
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: 
from the rich man’s table: moreover, the dogs 


came and licked his sores. And it came to 
pass, that the beggar died, and was carried 
by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich 
man also died, and was buried; and in hell he 
lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
And he cried, and said, Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may 
dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But 
Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy 
lifetime receivedst thy good things, and like- 
wise Lazarus evil things: but now he is com- 
forted, and thou art tormented. And besides 
all this, between us and you there is a great 
gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from 
hence to you, can not: neither can they pass to 
us, that would come from thence.” 

Before proceedingto consider the bearing 6f 
this passage on the topic under “discussion, we 
can not but express our, astonishment at the 
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slowness — yea, positive unwillingness — mani- 
fested by many writers to receive the facts 
which it unfolds. Whenever its revelations are 
adduced in support of important tenets, the cry 
is immediately raised, “O, that is a parable!” 
and it is at once assumed that we are not to 
infer any thing as certain from such a composi- 
tion. Let us, however, remind our readers that 
the parables are as really “profitable for doc- 
trine and instruction in righteousness” as any 
other portions of the inspired word; and that 
even those parts of them, which are often erro- 
neously considered mere drapery, never teach 
any thing inconsistent with the circumstances 
of the case or condition they describe. The 
parabolic disclosures are all realities, and their 
lessons solemn verities, by which we are to be 
instructed, warned, or comforted, as really as 
_ by those Pet any other parts of Scripture. 
But though, in accordance with the usual 


custom, we have submitted to rank this passage 
among the parables of Christ, we are by no 
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means convinced of the propriety of such a 
classification. Why, we ask, should this nar- 
rative be called or considered a parable? It is 
not styled so in the New Testament. Christ 
did not so introduce it when he first narrated 
it. When he delivered a parable, he generally 
announced it*to his auditors as such. His lan- 
guage on such occasions was, “Hear ye the 
parable of the sower,” or, “‘ Now learn a parable 
of the fig-tree;” and the peculiar nature of 
his instructions was previously intimated by 
its being said at the commencement, “He 
spake a parable unto them,’ or, “Another 
parable put he forth;” but with the passage 
we are now considering it is far otherwise, for 
Jesus presents it to his hearers as a piece of 
history—as a narrative of actual occurrences— 
for he begins by telling us “there Was a cer- 
tain rich man,” and he assures us «there WAS, 
a certain beggar, named Lazarts.” If t 

reader will minutely examine the language and 


style of this passage, herwill at once pereeiy 
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that they are of the most Aistorie description, 
and quite destitute of those metaphorical or 
allegorical expressions by which the real para- 
bles of the Savior are so markedly distin- 
guished.* 

Whether, however, considered a parable or a 
history, its lessons are substantially the same; 
and to these, so far as they bear upon the 


*The following passage from Catyin’s Psychopannychia will 
show the reader that this great divine considered the account 
of Dives and Lazarus a real history, and not a parable. Calvin 
says, “Let us come now to the history of the rich man and. 
Lazarus, the latter of whom, after all the labors and toils of his 
mortal life are past, is at length carried into Abraham’s bosom, 
while the former, having had his comforts here, now suffers 
torments. A great gulf is interposed betwixt the joys of the 
one and the sufferings of the other. Are these mere dreams— 
the gates of ivory which the poets fable? To secure the means 
of escape, they [that is, Calvin’s opponents, who maintained the 
sleep or death of the soul,»ind, of course, looked upon the account 
of Dives and Lazarus as a parable or fable] make the history 
a parable, and say that all which truth speaks concerning Abra- 
Lam, the rich man, and the poor man, is a fiction. Such reverence 

» do they pay to God and his word. Let them produce even one 


passage from Scripture where any one is called by name in a 
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subject under consideration, let us now direct 
the reader’s attention. 

In this record, then, Christ brings much of 
immortality to view. He lifts, as it were, the 
curtain which conceals from us the world of 
spirits, and permits us to glance for a moment 
at their present condition. In no other portion 


of Scripture, perhaps, are the different and 


* relative positions of the departed so vividly por- 


© tiayed. ” We catch a view at once of heaven and 


_-.parable. What is meant by the words, ‘There was a poor man, 


” 


named Lazarus?’ EIraeR THE WORD OF GOD MUST LIE, OR IT 18 
A TRUE NARRATIVE. 

“This is observed by the ancient expounders of Scripture. 
AMBROSE says it is a parrative rather than a parable, inasmuch 
as the name is added. Grecory takes the same view. Certainly 
TERTULLIAN, InEN.£US, ORIGEN, CyPRrAN, and Jerome speak of 
it as a history. They are more absurd when they bring forward 
tho name of AUGUSTINE, pretending that he held their view.” 
( Cilvin's Tracts, vol. iii, pp. 430, 431; translated by Henry Bev- 
eridge. Edinburgh, 1851.) 


Those who wish to have a fuller view of the opinions of the 


ifferent Fathers on this subject may consult Suicer’s Thesaurus, . 


sub voce Adgxece. s 
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hell, and are shown what is going on there by 
Him who is not only the Prince of Life, but who 
has also “the keys of hell and death.” 

Let us, then, see what Christ discloses con- 
cerning recognition and fellowship in this sp7rit- 
land which he here presents to us. We have 
already learned from .it—pages 31, 32—that 
memory continues in full exercise after death, 
and that the incidents of this present life pass . 
in review before the minds of those who h p 
entered upon their eternal state. It also shows 
us that there is not. only recognition, but the 
most intimate fellowship, prevailing betwixt the . 
saints in glory; for Lazarus not only knew 

- Abraham—he was permitted to recline wpon his wv 
bosom; that is, to enjoy the closest communion | 
with “the father of the faithful and the friend 
of God.” 

Still further, from the scene now before us, » 
we learn that there may be RECOGNITION BE- 
TWIXT THE SAVED AND LOST, though there can 


be no fellowship between them; for the rich” 
“tea P 
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man in hell was able to recognize both Abraham 
and Lazarus in heaven, and they also saw him. 
But though they thus could see each other “ afar 
off,” there was no possibility of communion, for 
re was “a great gulf fixed” between them, 
_ Which was destined to prevent forever all inter- 
course. And so the sight of the saints by the 
victims of transgression will serve through- 
out eternity to increase the wretchedness of 
- these Spirits in ruin, and will cast a horror of - 
thicker darkness over their regions of con- 
demnation. 
° The continuance of memory and mutual rec- 
ognition after death are also taught both in the 
_ parables of the talents and of the pound. For, 
- unless the several parties therein mentioned re- 
membered the various transactions in which they 
had been engaged during life, they could not 
* possibly give an account of their stewardship 
after death; and if they were not personally 
known and recognized, they could not “be 
“reckoned with” according to the principles of 
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individual responsibility which the parables re- 
ferred to inculcate and assume. 


? 


IV. - » ‘ a 

EVIDENCE FROM THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST. | 
We shall now proceed to consider the light 
thrown upon the subject of future recognition 
by the miracles of Christ;- and that we may 
be properly prepared for appreciating aright 


‘the evidence to be adduced from this quarter, 


we shall, first, make a few remarks on ‘the 
nature of our Lord’s miracles in general. 

We observe, then, that the miracles of Christ 
are styled in Scripture, not merely miracles, 
but signs. Hach was a sign and seal of his 
divine mission. But it was more: it was not 
merely a sign of his mission, but also of the 
object of that mission. Each was a token, not 
only of the presence of a divine Messenger, 
but also of the purpose for which he came. 
In fact, the miracles of Jesus are TYPES— 
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types of the nature of “his salyation—symbols 
of his redemption—foreshadows of that world- 
wide restoration he would eyentually effect. 
' Christ’s miracles, then, are not like other pre- 
tended miracles—mere wonders, mere feats of 
_ power, which_cause people to marvel or stare— 
ra which astonish or confound them. ‘They are, 
A indeed, wonders; but they are more than won- 
ders—they are signs, and symbols, and speci- 
“nens of his great salvation. They possess this 


nd 


one grand and distinguishing characteristic of 
being, with scarcely an exception, cwrative and 
restorative in their character. Their great ten- 
dency is to reverse and do away with the 
consequences of transgression. 

Thus, whén Christ cured the diseases of the 
body, he taught that the design of his coming 
was to remove also the maladies of the soul. 
‘He opened blind eyes, and unstopped deaf ears, 
and thus declared that the object of his mis- 
sion was to enlighten darkened understandings, 
and cause those who had hitherto been deaf 
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* 


to the calls of duty to hear and live. When 
he healed the leprous body, it was a declaration 
that he could also cleanse the leper’s heart. 
When he cured the palsy, or rebuked the fever, 
or expelled the demons, or raised the “dead, 
he was just, by each and in all of these ways, 
declaring that he was the great»Deliverer, 
come to rescue men from the sufferings and 
sorrows of the fall, and to restore them® to 
more than the health and happiness of. their’ 
primeval condition. A miracle, then, is not, 


as certain infidels maintain, a violation of 


‘nature. A miracle is something beside, and 


above, and beyond nature, but it is not opposed 
to it. A miracle is not unnatural. It is sin 
that is really unnatural. Sickness is unnat- 
ural—sorrow is unnatural—death is unnatural. 
Infidels speak of death as “the debt of na- 
ture;” but it is no such thing. Death is an™ 
outrage upon nature—it is an awful shock to 
nature—it is a terrible assault upon nature. 
We are told—Romans vi, 23—that the WAGES 
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“symbolically, though miraculously, declared t hat 
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of smn is death. Death, then, may be a debt 


to sin, but it is not the debt, but the destroyer, 
of nature. . 

Now Christ, by his aseutlid detente that 
hé was the®great deliverer of nature—the 


beneficent restorer of creation to its pristine 








blessedness and beauty; for when—to take io 
specimen or two—he fed five thousand people 
with five loa¥es and two small fishes, he t 18 


he would ‘yet reverse the curse of barrenness — 
with which sin had blighted the earthy: and 
when he rebuked the roaring tempest, and =. 
stilled the-raging waves, he showed that he © 
was indeed creation’s sovereign, who, as “the 
Prince of Peace, would yet subdue the jarring 
elements,” remove all disturbing forces, and 


bring all the powers of earth and heaven into 


“a state of more than paradisiacal order, and 


excellence, and love. 
Christ’s miracles, then, prove him to be the 
world’s great Redeemer, and they form the 
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earnests and auguries of that universal res- 
toration which Messiah will yet effect, when, 
at his second advent, he will not only banish 
- . Satan, abolish sin, and “swallow up death in 


~ 99 


victory,” but “when he will destroy ALL the 









works of the devil,’ by bringing forth from 
the ashes of the present mundane system 
those “new heavens and new earth,” wherein 
“we ave assured—Revelations xxi, 4—“There 
‘shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
b crying, neither. shall there be any more pain:” 
for ‘the former things” shall then have passed 
=. away forever, and Jesus, as the world’s com- 
plete deliverer, shall have made “all things 
new.” 
Keeping these remarks on the nature of 
our Savior’s miracles in remembrance, we pro- 
ceed to examine how they bear upon the sub- 
ject before us. 
We have the following account of the rais- 
ing of the widow of Nain’s son in Luke vii, 


11-16: “And it came to pass, the day after, 
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that he went into a city called Nain; and 
many of his disciples went with him, and 
much people. Now, when he came nigh to 
the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead 
man carried out, the only son of his mother, 
and she was a widow: and much people of- 
the city was with her. And when the Lord 
saw her, he had compassion on her, and said 
unto her, Weep not. And he came and touched 
the bier: and they that bare him stood still. 
And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, 
arise. And he that was dead sat up, and 
began to speak. AND HE DELIVERED HIM TO 
HIS MOTHER. And there came a fear on all: 
and they glorified God, saying, That a great 
prophet is risen up among us; and, That God 
hath visited his people.” 

e The scene here brought before us is inde- 
‘seribably touching. Let the reader just gaze, 
for a moment, on the wondrous picture of 
commingled wretchedness and pity presented 
in the twelfth verse: “Behold, there was a 
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DEAD. MAN carried out, the onty son of his 
mother, and she was a wipow.’ We have 
here portrayed, by no ordinary pencil—death, 
in its most merciless manifestation, cutting 
down youth in its strength and beauty; be- 
‘reavement, in its most cruel and heart-crushing 
exercise, robbing the parent of an only son; 
and widowhood, in all its desperate and sick- 
ening desolation, exhibiting the lonely mother 
deprived of her sole surviving source of com- 
fort and support. . |; 

Surely such a scene was well calculated to 
excite the Savior’s compassion—and so it did. 
Jesus, whose office was “to bind up the broken- 
hearted,” lays an arrest on Death as he is hur- 
rying his victim to the tomb; stays the power 


of corruption, and deprives it of its prey; 


recalls the departed spirit to its former hab-. 


itation; and thus, by an act of marvelous 
beneficence-— betokening vat. once his Divine 
power and human sympathy—he brought the 
dead to life again, and so caused both “the 


* 


*@ 


’ 96 THE RESTORATION, 


widow’s heart to sing for joy,’ and all who 
saw it to “glorify God.” But was this all? 
No, it was not all. Jesus did not stop with 
manifesting his resurrection power. He showed 
that he possessed a feeling heart; and, there- 
fore, we are told that he not only turned the 
‘ dead corpse into a living man, but it is also 
added that, when he had raised this widow’s 
son, ‘‘H DELIVERED HIM TO HIS MOTHER.” OQ, 
what large-heartedness—what deep feeling— 
what human sympathy were here! J esus might 
well have said to the young man when raised, 
“Come, and FOLLOW ME; to me you owe your 
life; to me, therefore, henceforth belong your 
services, your time, your influence, your strength. 
Come, then, be my disciple; for he that loveth 
father or mother more than me, is not worthy 
_of me; and he that taketh not his cross 
and followeth after me, is not worthy of 
me.” F * 
But ah, no! "The tender-Hearted Redeemer — 


said no such thing; On another occasion, 
- . 
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when he saw the worldling, the avaricious, and 
the voluptuary, wishing to make a compromise, 
and trying to serve both “God and mam- 
mon”—to save the spirit and yet gratify the 
flesh—he, in the most explicit manner, laid 
down the terms of his discipleship, and de- 
manded an instantaneous, undivided, and un- 
tiring allegiance, saying, “If any man will be 
my disciple, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow me.” “He that forsak- 
eth not father and mother, sister and brother, 
for my sake and the Gospel’s, can not be my 
disciple.” 

But now, when the circumstances are alto- 
gether different—when piety can be best dis- 
played at home, and filial duty is most required 
in the domestic -circle—he who knew no self- 
ishness, and whose highest joy was to make 
others happy, delivers the newly raised son 
to his mother—restores them at once to the 
embraces of each other, that again they might 
rejoice and cee together.. And those 

‘ 
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. 
only who know a mother’s joy—a mother’s 
love— 

“A wormer’s Love! how sweet the namel 
The holiest, purest, tenderest flame 
That kindles from above: 
Within a heart of earthly mold, 
As much of heaven as heart can hold, 
Nor through eternity grows cold— 
That is, @ MOTHER’S LOVE im 

such only, we say, can have any idea how 

this mother of Nain felt, and how her heart 
- not only glowed, as it never glowed before, 
with affection for her son, but how also it 
swelled with gratitude to her Savior, as she 
received from him her beloved boy back again 
into her warm embrace, and again took him 
to her home, a diving monument of Messiah’s 
omnipotence, sympathy, and love. 

But, reader, this miracle at the gate of 
Nain was intended to be a symbol and sample 
of what Jesus will yet perform. "It fore- 

_& : 
shadows not only a eoming resurrection, but 
also an approaching restoration. It intimates 
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that when Jesus will finally “swallow up death 
in victory,” he will not merely raise his people 
from the grave, but also restore them to each 
other. It declares that he who delivered this 
“only son of his mother” to the weeping 
widow in the days of his earthly ministry, 
will yet inaugurate his final triumph, and 
“wipe away tears from off all faces,” by re- 
storing his risen saints to the fellowship of 
one another; so that, in the reciprocal joys 
of a restored friendship and everlasting com- 
munion, they may have fresh cause of thank- 
fulness to their divine and kinsman Redeemer, 
who, in permitting them to renew their com- 
panionships with their old associates in grace, 
will give them the sweetest token of the ex- 
ceeding “kindness of his love,’ and consum- 
' mate their heavenly bliss by allowing them 
at once to experience the full fruition of him-» 
self, and participate in unending fellowship — 
with his saints in light. \. - 
And how we ask, did Jesus act when he 
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cured the lunatic boy, who was both the only 
son and only child of his parent? See Mat- 
thew xvii, 14-21; Mark ix, 14-29;»and Luke 
ix, 87-42. What did he do when he rescued 
him from the power of that demon that had 
often “rent him sore,’ and cast him into the 
fire and into the water to destroy him, and 
under whose fiendish influence the lad was 
wont to “wallow, and foam, and gnash his 
teeth, and pine away?’ Did Christ at once 
‘command his services, and say unto him, 

ollow me?’ Ah,no! The same great heart 
ihat, at Nain, felt for the widowed mother, now 


_ feels no less acutely for the afflicted father. 


Jesus did, indeed, “look upon his son,” for 


he was his “only child;” and, having ex- 


pelled the demon from his usurped dominion, 
he removed the lunacy, and restored reason 
‘to her throne. But this was not all; for, 
"having brought back the child from a condi- 


** tion more dreadful than death, and rescued 


"hit from orsé! than the corruption of the 
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grave, he gladdened the heart of the one 
parent as he had done that of the other. 
The restoration of Nain is repeated; for we 
are told—Luke ix, 42—that when Jesus had 
“healed the child, HE DELIVERED HIM TO. HIS 
FATHER.” 

Here, again, the Savior gives us a specimen 
and illustration of what he will yet perform. 
He thus, by the symbol of his own miracle, 
declares that he yet intends to bestow upon 
his people all the blessings of renewed com- 
pantonship, and that one element of his joy 
in his redeemed will arise, not merely from 
the direct fellowship he himself will ‘hold with 
them, but also from beholding “their fellow- 
ship ONE WITH ANOTHER.” And so, when his 
intercessory prayer will be finally and fully " 
— and all his people will be wirn him 
and be oNE, it will then be seen, as it w 


never seen before, “how good and how pleas- 


ant it is for brethren to DWELL TOGETHER in. © j 
7 . 
“imity,” for there and then will the Lord ~ 
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command the blessing, “even life for ever- 
more.” 

And so, too, we find that every resurrection 
by Jesus was accompanied with a restoration. 
The daughter of Jairus was left with her 
parents, and Lazarus with his sisters, after 
beingrrecalled from the dead. Messiah never 
violated the social compact, or outraged the 
domestic feelings, when he released the pris- 
oners of the tomb, for he came not to de- 
stroy, but to restore. His entire ministry on 
earth was a living illustration of the mighty 
truth, that the design of his mission was not 
to dissolve, or separate, or disunite, but to 
GATHER TOGETHER into one all the elect of 


_ God, whom sin would otherwise have forever 


dissevered and destroyed. 
Thus we see that these miracles of resur- 
rection power which Jesus performed on earth, 


all betoken and proclaim restoration and re- 
\ 


_ © -union among his people in Heaven. He who, 
~~ during his life below, delivered her “only 
* 


4 


*,* 


2 , 


EVERY RESURRECTION. 103 


son” to the mother, and his “only child” to 
the father, by these acts of surpassing ten- 
derness, declared that he, as “the resurrection 
and the life,” will, eventually, not only rescue 
his people from the power of the grave, and 
reanimate them with all the freshness of an 
immortal being, but that he will yet also re- 
store them to one another. And so, amid the 
acclamations of surrounding hosts, it will at 
last be seen that the Christian companion- 
ships of time were intended to be but the 
prelude and the preparation for that renewed 
and undying friendship which his people are 
destined throughout eternity to enjoy. 


Vv. 


EVIDENCE FROM CHRIST’S DESCRIPTIONS OF THE 
GENERAL JUDGMENT. 


There is nothing more striking in the Scrip- 
ture accounts of the day of judgment than their 
individuality. The Bible is continually remind- 
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ing us that “every one of us shall give a" 
of himself to God” —Romans xiv, 12—and that 
“God shall bring every work into judgment;” 
yea, that “ every idle word that men shall speak 
they shall give account thereof in the day of 
4 judgment.” Now, in order that such a personal 
and’ searching examination of each individual 
ease may take place, it will be absolutely neces- 
sary that all the circumstances connected with 
each man’s personal history be investigated. A 
man’s acts are not for the most part performed 
in solitude; his words are not generally spoken 
alone. In both his deeds and declarations he 
stands related to others. In order, then, that 
each case may be fully gone into, the parties 
concerned must be brought forward. They will 
all be there, and can, consequently, be easily 
produced. Now, is any one so insane as to sup- 
pose that, under such circumstances, they can 
not, or will not, be ddentified and recognized? 
The conditions involved in the very nature of a 
judgment, as well as the moral réquiveninata of 
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the great assize, imperatively demand recogni- 
tion. We can not conceive of such judicial in- 
vestigations as it implies, without the éitercize 
of memory, and without the various parties be- 
ing confronted with each other. The language 
of Christ upon the subject abundantly corrob- 
orates this view of the matter. He speaks of 
the assembled multitudes as retaining a perfect 
knowledge of their former conditions and’ pro- 
ceedings, and to these the Lord himself appeals. 
Every work, word, and purpose are represented 
as viewed by him in their varied connections, 
and as receiving their allotted measure of pun? 
ishment or reward, partly at least, in conse- 
quence of the circumstances in which they were 
performed, spoken, or conceived; for these are 
described as affecting the responsibility and 
moral position of the various parties tried. 
Such, then, being the case, can it, for a mo- 
ment, be supposed that the parties themselves, 
so deeply interested in the issue, and who were 
formerly so intimately associated in the pro- 
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ceedings under review, will then be unknown 
to each other? The Judge himself teaches a 
very different lesson; for, in the account which 
he gives of how he will act when on “the great 
white throne,” he describes himself as pointing 
out to the lost Ais brethren whom they had neg- 
lected, saying, “Inasmuch as ye did it not to 
one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.” 
Matthew xxv, 45. On. the other hand, he 
speaks of himself as then exhzbiting to the ben- 
efactors of his saints his formerly necessitous 
brethren, whom, in the days of their flesh, they 
jhad visited, succored, and comforted; for he 
declares he will then say, “Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.’ 

The above views are still further corroborated 
by the averments of Scripture regarding the 
part which the saints themselves will bear in the 
proceedings of the final judgment. “Do ye 
not know,” says Paul, “that the saints shall 
judge the world?” 1 Corinthians vi, 2. And 
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so also Christ, addressing his disciples, says— 
Matthew xix, 283—“ Verily I say unto you, that 
ye which have followed me, in the regeneration, 
when the Son of man shall sit on thé throne of 
his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

From the above passages we find that the 
saints are to take part with Christ in judgment. 
There must certainly, then, be mutual recogni- 
tion among these saints; for an assembly of 
judges unacquainted with each other would 
certainly be rather a curious phenomenon, a 
most absurd and unheard-of tribunal, and one ~ 
which we can not conceive of as competent to 
discharge the awful functions committed to it. 
The saints, too, we may remark, in conclusion, _ 
must certainly be able to distinguish “the 
twelve tribes of Israel,’ and to cndividualize 
the various parties and persons brought under 
their judicial cognizance, else they would be 
utterly unfit to discharge the duties assigned 
them. 
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EVIDENCE FROM THE SAVIOR’S DELINEATIONS OF 
HEAVEN. 


Man, constitutionally, is a social being. He 
was formed for intercourse with others, and 
was never intended tobe a solitary or recluse. 
Accordingly, in none of the states through 
which he has hitherto passed has it been found 
“good for man to be alone.’ Whether, when 
living in original innocence in his primeval 
Eden, or afterward when roaming as a fallen 
and weeping wanderer on the earth; whether in 
a state of nature or in a state of grace, it has 
been seen and felt that he both required and 
enjoyed communion with his species. 

Now, if man was never destined for a her- 
mitage on earth, neither will he be doomed to a 
solitude in heaven. For all the ideas given us 
of heaven in the Bible are of the most social 
character; and whether it be there represented 
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as a kingdom, or a city, or a temple, or a 
household, or a flock, or a family, the social 
condition is involved. 

But what we wish the reader particularly to 
mark is, that when Christ describes heaven to 
us, he depicts it especially in its social aspects. 
These, in the most prominent manner, he ex- 
hibits to our view. He declares that he shall 
eventually “send his angels, and gather to- 
gether his elect from the four winds, from the 
uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost 
part of heaven.” Mark xiii, 27. Heaven, then, 
we see, will be the place of the home-gather- 
ing of the saints. And what does Christ say 
they will do when thus gathered home to 
God and heaven? He tells us they will then 
“sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Ja- 
cob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of 
God”—Matthew viii, 11, and Luke xiii, 28, 
29—and eat and drink at his table in his king- 
-dom—Luke xxii, 30. 

Here, then, we have presented to us a social 
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seene of the most delightful character. The 
angels have faithfully fulfilled their commission, 
rand “gathered together” from the four winds 
all the children of God. These have now en- 
tered their “Father’s house,’ and are seated 
at their Hider Brother's table, in company with 
“Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,’ and “all the 
prophets ;” and can any one, for a moment, sup- 
pose that, when thus seated together, they will 
continue strangers to each other? The very 
‘idea of such a thing is inconceivably absurd; 
for Christ tells us of this banquet-scene in 
heaven, and holds forth this “sitting down” 
with patriarchs and prophets “at his table in 
his kingdom,” as an inducement to us to press 
onward, and make sure of this celestial home 
and the joys reserved for us there. But if, 
when we arrive there, we could not recognize 
one another, or those ancient worthies men- 
tioned, we should | have no evidence whatever 
of the fulfillment of the Savior’s promise, and 
the hopes of fellowship with those sainted — 
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ote 
heroes which that promise excited and implied 
would utterly fail to be realized. — 

But what puts the matter beyond all doubt, 
is the circumstance that Jesus declares—Luke 
xiii, 28—that “the workers of iniquity,” 
though “thrust out” of the kingdom, shall 
then be able to “see Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, and all the prophets” who are In it. If, 
therefore, even across “the great gulf” which 
separates hell from heaven, these “workers of 
iniquity,” who had once considered themselves 
“the children*of the kingdom,” “sHALL SEE” 
the saints referred to, much more, we may 
feel assured, that all who will eventually be 
permitted to “enter in through the gates into 
the city,’ and “sit down” at the celestial 
feast, will not only “see” their fellow-guests, 
but will also be permitted to associate and re- 
joice with them forever. 

* Christ also teaches the doctrine of mutual 
recognition when—John xiv, 2—he speaks of 
heaven as his “Father's house” with “many 
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mansions,’ and so describes the soniition of 
his saints in heaven as that of A HAPPY FAMILY 
collected together and rejoicing along with him- 
self and each other in the many mansions of 
this heavenly home. Hence, too, his prayer— 
John xvii, 24—“Father, I will that they also 
whom thou hast given me be WITH ME where 
I am;” and, accordingly, we find that he com- 
forted his troubled disciples by saying to 
them—John xiv, 2, 8—“I go to prepare a. 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself, that wHerE I am, THERE YE 
MAY BE ALSO.” Now, if God’s redeemed are 
to dwell together in their Father’s house, they 
will surely be acquainted with each other; for 
whoever yet heard of a happy and united 
family, dwelling together in the same house, 
the members of which were strangers to one 
another and enjoyed no mutual intercourse? 
Such a supposition is perfectly ridic : 

well as shockingly revolting to all the ten- 
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derest feelings of our nature; and, therefore, 
we believe that this delightful domestic view 
which Christ, in the passages referred to, 
presents to us of our future condition should 
of itself be perfectly sufficient to convince 
every unprejudiced mind of mutual recog- 
nition and fellowship in the life to come. 

We shall now conclude this section by a 
very brief reference to an additional view 
which Jesus discloses to us of the present con- 
dition of his departed saints. In the narrative 
of Dives and Lazarus, already mentioned, the 
Savior represents the sainted beggar, when 
carried to the heavenly world, as reclining on 
“ Abraham’s bosom.” Now, those who are at 
all conversant with oriental manners know 
that for one person to recline on the bosom of 
another—just as John reclined on the bosom 
of the Savior—is the most expressive mode 
of exhibiting the enjoyment of fellowship with 
that person. When, therefore, Lazarus was 
seen by the lost in are as reclining on the 
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bosom of Abraham in heayen, it was seen by 
those victims of despair that he was not 
merely permitted to become personally ac- 
quainted with the patriarch, but also to hold 
the most endearing fellowship with him. And 
the information which Christ would convey to 
us, by thus showing us Lazarus reclining on 
the bosom of Abraham, is, that the present 
relations of his saints in glory toward each 
other are such as may, perhaps, be best ex- 
hibited by the mere enunciation of the words, 
MUTUAL KNOWLEDGE—CONFIDENCE—COMPANION- 
SHIp—and LOVE. 


Vos 
RECAPITULATION AND REVIEW OF EVIDENCE. 


“ We have now examined somewhat in detail 
the inspired history of our Lord’s ministry, 
so far as it bears upon the subject we are 
considering. We have found that the eyvi- 
dence it furnishes in support of the doctrine 
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of the mutual recognition of the redeemed in 
heaven is of the most abundant, varied, and 
cumulative character, and, though often in- 
direct, it is not on that account the less satis- 
factory. 

His discourses—the scene of his transfigu- 
ration—his parables and miracles—his descrip- 
tion of the judgment—and his delineations of 
heaven—all, as with one voice, unite in testi- 
fying and assuring us that the redeemed will 
forever know and associate with each other 
in the future world. Nay, they do more; for 
our Lord represents those of his people who 
had been assisted by others of his saints on 
earth as waiting, like ministering angels, on 
the borders of the invisible world, to receive 
these their former benefactors to the embraces 
of their affection, and waft them to everlast- 
ing habitations, so soon as they have left their 
clay-built tabernacles on earth. 

Christ, too, shows us that mutual recognition 


after death is not confined to heayen, but ex- 
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tends also to hell, and proves to the inmates 
of the latter an additional element of suffering. 
Yea, it will tend to make them forever the 
subjects of a profounder wretchedness, inas- 
much as it will both fit them for being wit- 
nesses against each other at the judgment, and 
also for being the recriminators and torment- 
ors of one another throughout the eternity 
which will ensue. 

From the transfiguration scene, in which 
Messiah furnishes us with a glimpse of heav- 
enly life, he would have us to conclude that 
not only will the saints of various generations, 
and climes, and conditions know each other 
and converse together, but that even in glory 
they will not forget the decease “which hath 
been accomplished at Jerusalem,” and that so 
the scenes of Calvary will still be “talked of” 
in the sanctuary above. 

When Jesus drew aside for a moment the 
curtain which coneeals the place of suffering, 
it was not merely to let us see “the rich man 
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lifting up his eyes hell, being in torments,” 
but to show us that memory is still active 
there, stinging like an adder, as it reminds 
Dives of his former “lifetime,” with its “ood 
things;” and that, in conjunction with the 
power of vision, it scourges him like a scor- 
pion, and fills him with an agony of remorse 
and shame, while it compels him to recognize 
Lazarus as a saint of God, to whom, with all 
his wealth, he had neglected to perform those 
acts of mercy which had been rendered by the 
very dogs. 

By his miracles, too, we have seen Jesus, 
our Elder Brother, teaching that he is no “di- 
vider of friends or destroyer of friendships,” 
but that he is indeed the great REsToRER, 
who, will yet deliver back again, to all who 
will believe in him, those saints of his whom 
death had rudely severed and snatched away. 

From this account of the judgment-day we 
learn that not only will Jesus, as the great 


heart-searcher, bring every work into judg- 
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ment, with every secret thing, but that his 
SAINTS also will judge the world, and will, of 
course, become acquainted with the different 
cases and characters that will pass under their 
review. The various parties seated before that 
great tribunal will then—Christ evidently im- 
plies—be placed face to face, and made to 
recognize one another; for the men of Nineveh, 
and the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
will neither be unnoticed nor unknown when 
they “rise up in judgment” to condemn those 
more guilty cities, which, though favored with 
Messiah’s own ministry, refused his offers, and 
despised his grace. 

, And so, too, recognition and renewed fellow- 
‘ship are taught in the Savior’s account of 
“heaven. For, as we have seen, he represents 
it as the family dwelling-place of the “sons 
and daughters of the Lord Almighty,” where, 
“gathered together” as children of the same 
Father, they will live together in the many 
mansions of the same house, eat and drink 
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together as companion-guests at the same table, 
and together and forever behold the gory of 
the same Lorp. 


3 
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CHAPTER IV. 


EVIDENCE FROM THE EPISTLES AND 
APOCALYPSE. 


N considering the testimony borne to the 

saints’ future recognition by the apostolic 
writings, we shall confine ourselves to an ex- 
amination of the epistles of the great apostle 
of the Gentiles, and to the Apocalypse of the 
beloved John. 

The apostle Paul, who, of all mere men 
that ever lived, knew most of heaven—for he 
e had, for a time, been “cAUGHT UP” into 
wont to take a view of it similar 







* From 2 Corinthians xii, 2-4, we learn that Paul was actually 
“caucHT up” to the “third heaven,” or “paradise.” It is 
astonishing how, after such a plain and repeated assertion, any 
one would attempt to fritter away the apostle’s declaration, so 
as to'make this ascension to heaven denote simply a mere trance 
or vision. Such conduct is worthy only of the lowest neologian ; 
for, if we are to believe his own inspired testimony, Paul was, 


= 


‘PAUL IN HEAVEN. 121 


to that of his beloved Master, and to describe 
-it as the meeting-place and home of all the 
children of God. Accordingly we find him 
terming the congregated body of the tedeemed 
in glory “THE WHOLE FAMILY IN HEAVEN” — 
Ephesians iii, 15—and speaking of it as “THE 
HOUSEHOLD OF Gop’—Ephesians ii, 19. 

Now, the ideas conveyed by these appella- 
tions certainly involve recognition; for no one 
ever yet knew “a whole family” or “a house- 
hold,’ the members of which were mutual 
strangers. But we submit that the above-men- 
tioned designations of the redeemed Church 


imply more than mere recognition—they con- 
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'! 
either “in the body” or “out of the body,” really CAUGHT UP 
or carried to heaven, where he heard such words and saw such 


things as were unlawful or impossible for him afterward fully 
to make known, though the attentive student of his writings 
may discern the influence of this temporary ascension in many 
of Paul’s subsequent statements. The fable of Mohammed’s pre- 
tended journey to heaven may perhaps have been suggested to 
the mind of its fabricator by his having read or heard of this 
real one of our highly favored apostle. 
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vey also«the additional notions of near rela- 


tionship and intimate communion. ‘The very 


mention of a “family” awakens in the mind 
o 


ideas of the tenderest and closest union; and 
the supposition of a happy and holy house- 
hold, as that of God must be, living in a state 
of estrangement, or in any other than one of 
mutual sympathy and endeared fellowship, is 
both unnatural and absurd. The only conceiy- 
able circumstances in which the communion 
of a happy and rejoicing family could be inter- 
rupted or prevented, would be if the members 
thereof were separated and scattered abroad 
over the Almighty’s empire. No such hypoth- 
esis is, in the present case, admissible, for the 
Scriptures uniformly represent the heavenly 
state as a consociated and united one—as that 
of a family or household GATHERED TOGETHER, - 
and living perpetually in the SAME PLACE, in 
company with Christ and with each other. 
That this is so will be abundantly evident 
from the following declaration of the apostle 
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Paul. Thus—2 Thessalonians ii, 1—we read, 
“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and*by our GATHER- 
ING TOGETHER unto him.” Yes, when Jesus 
comes again, he will indeed—John xi, 52— 
“gather together in ONE all the children of 
God that have been scattered abroad” over 
the surface of the earth during the successive 
generations of time. But, further, Paul not 
only speaks of this “gathering together” of 
the saints, but also of their being at length 
presented TOGETHER by Christ unto the Father. 
Thus, in 2 Corinthians iv, 14, he says, “ Know- 
ing, that he which raised up the Lord Jesus, 
shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall pre- 
sent us WITH you.” He declares that they 
shall not merely be “presented TogeTHER,” but 
that they shall also have “rest” along with 
one another, when, after the struggles and 
tribulation of this life are overcome, they shall 
be made to “szt TOGETHER in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus’—Ephesians ii, 6. For, in 
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2 Thessalonians i, 7, after ha 
God shall “recompense trib 
_that trouble the saints, he a 
troubled saints, the Lord will 
WITH Us”—that is, rest in company 
“when the Lord Jesus shall be reve d 
heaven with his mighty angels.” — ne ire aes a 
But a still more interesting passage, as bear- — 
ing upon the subject before us, will be found — 
in 1 Thessalonians iv, 13-18, where we read: — 
“But I would not have you to be ignorant, — 
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, i 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have 
no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with him. For this 
we say unto you by the word of the Lord, — 
that we which are alive and remain unto ~s 
coming of the Lord shall not penkins. 
which are asleep. For the Lord Mima at 
descend from heaven with a shout, the - 
voice of the archangel, and with 
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s of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
_ then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up TOGETHER WITH THEM in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord. Wherefore, comfort 
‘one another with these words.” 

The" apostle here sets himself to comfort 
those who had been deprived by death of their 
Christian friends, and who were still sorrowing 
under their crushing bereayements. And what 
is the consolation wherewith he comforts them? 
He says to them, “Sorrow not as others which 
have no hope;” but what was this “hope” 
which he speaks of as belonging peculiarly 
to them? Why, it was that when God should 
bring their departed friends who were “asleep ss 
in Jesus with him, that then also they which 
should be alive and remain would be “caught 
up TOGETHER WITH THEM”’—or in company with 
them—“in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air; and so,” he adds,. “shall we”—even 
all of us—ever be wirH THE Lorp.” “ Where- 
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fore,’ says he—seeing that God shall thus 
eventually bring our beloved dead with him, 
and that they and we shall then be caught up 
‘together, or tn each other's company, to meet 
the Lord, and that so we all—that is, both 
our deceased friends and ourselves—shall be 
TOGETHER, and FOREVER, WITH the Lord—“ com- 
fort one another with these words,’ or with 
this “blessed hope” of reunion and of restored 
and perpetual communion which these words 
make known. 

The same truth is taught in Colossians iii, 
4, where Paul declares, “When Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 
appear WITH HIM in glory.” Yes, the saints 
shall then know, better than they ever knew 
before, that they are not only “members of 
Christ,” but also “ every one members one of 
another.” Romans xii, 5, and Ephesians ivy, 
21. And, so far from suffering any curtail- 
ment of privilege by their transference to the 
heavenly: world, they will, throughout eternity, 
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in a far higher and closer degree than ever 
they were in time, be permitted not merely 
to enjoy “fellowship with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ,’ but also to have 
“fellowship one with another.” For then, as 
“brethren” of the same Lord, and “jocnt- 
heirs” * of the same inheritance, and “chil- 
dren” of the same Divine family, they will 
enjoy a closeness of intercourse and sweet- 
ness of friendship to which they were com- 
paratively strangers while traveling through 
this desert wilderness of earth. 

The foregoing views are abundantly corrob- 
orated by what the apostle tells us regarding 
the aim and isswe of his ministerial labors. 
Thus, in Colossians i, 28, after having spoken 
of Christ as in the believer “the hope of 
glory,” he adds, “Whom we preach, warning 
_every man, and teaching every man in all wis- 


dom; that we may present every man perfect 





* Literally “companion-hevre.” 
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in Christ Jesus.” In these words,, Paul in- 
forms us that the great object of his efforts in 
reference to his hearers was that he might “ PRE- 
SENT EVERY MAN PERFECT IN CHRIST JESUS.” 
But how could he thus present “every man” 
unless he knew him? The language clearly - 
implies that the apostle, “in the day of 
Christ,” would be able to distinguish and 
single out his hearers from all others, and 
present each of them to his beloved Master 
as the fruit of Avs ministry, and the evidence 
of his spiritual success. For this he preached, 
and warned, and taught, and prayed; and 
cherishing: this hope, he rejoiced in his suf- 
ferings for them, and was willing to “endure 
all things” for their sakes, provided that he 
might at last be able to “present EVERY MAN 
of them holy, and unblamable, and unreproy- 
able” in Messiah’s sight. 

So also he exhortg the Philippians to “work 
out their own salvation with fear and trem- 


bling,” and to “shine as lights in the world, 
7 


. 


PAUL PRESENTING HIS HEARERS. 129 


- holding forth the word of life,” that, says he, 
“T may rejoice in the’ day of Christ, that I 
have not run in vain, neither labored in vain.” 
Philippians 1, 16. Now, this language is only 
warranted and intelligible on the supposition 
that the apostle would be able to recognize 
these Philippians at the day of judgment, as 
those among whom he had labored, and who 
had been, in some measure at least, prepared 
for the heavenly kingdom by his exertions. 

The truth is, Paul looked upon those con- 
verted, and sanctified, and comforted by his 
ministry as forming the proper rewards of 
that ministry; and, accordingly, we find him 
saying to the Thessalonians: “For what is 
our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are 
not~even YE in the presence of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at-his coming? For YE are our 
glory and joy.” 1 Thessalonians ii, 19, 20. 
Now, the apostle couldy not have cherished 
any such “hope,” or anticipated any such 


“joy,” or expected any such “crown,” unless 
2 9 + 
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he had felt persuaded that he sedis then 
know his hearers, and be forever associated 
with them. But, in the very “presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming,” he did 
expect to recognize them, and rejoice over 
them, as those whom he had been honored 
in recovering, and as the spiritual laurels, the 
everlasting trophies, of that mighty victory 
he himself had won. 

Nay, in another place, he represents this 
rejoicing as mutual betwixt his hearers and 
himself; for to the Corinthians he thus writes: 
“Ye have acknowledged that wr are YOUR 
REJOICING, éven as YE also are OURS in the 
day of the Lord Jesus.” 2 Corinthians i, 14, 
Yes, the members of the Church will both 
recognize and rejoice to meet their faithful 
pastors in the day of Christ, and, in the pres- 
ence of the Lord Jesus, acknowledge their 
obligations to them, as the instruments of 
their spiritual recovery and their helpers to 
immortal glory. While the ministers of Christ 
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will rejoice over these ransomed members of 
their flocks as their fellow-heirs of the king- 
dom, and as the crown of rejoicing provided 
for them by the righteous Judge. 

And, O, what a stimulus to ministerial ex- 
ertion should such a prospect impart; for let 
the minister of Christ remember that every 
soul converted by his agency is a new jewel 
added to his celestial diadem, and that, in 
building up believers in holiness, he is, as it 
were, just polishing rubies for his eternal 
crown. Let him, then, take care lest by any 
“remissness he should diminish the weight or 
dim the brightness of his heavenly coronet; 
and, above all, let him beware of staining it 
with any sin, lest throughout eternity it may 
shine with a fainter luster, or reflect a paler 
radiance than it might otherwise have done. 

Let us now see how the visions of the 
APOCALYPSE bear upon the subject. In Reve- 
lation vi, 9-11, John says, “And when he 
had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the 
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altar the souls of them that were slain for 
the word of God, and for the testimony 
which they held: and they cried with a loud 
voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and 
true, dost thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on the earth? And 
white robes were given unto every one of 
them; and it was said unto them, that they 
should rest yet for a little season, until their 
.fellow-servants also, and their brethren, that 
should be killed as they were, should be ful- 
filled.” 

From this passage we learn that John was 
not the only one who was able to recognize 
the souls under the altar as those that had 
been “slain for the word of God, and for 
the testimony which they held.” They evi- 
dently knew EACH OTHER to be martyrs, for 
their cry is, “How long, O Lord, holy and 
true, dost thou not avenge OUR BLOOD on them 
that dwell on the earth?’ They have, we see, 
a perfect reminiscence of their own bloody 


WHAT MARTYRS NOW KNOW. 1383 


_ death, of the earth on which it occurred, and 
‘of the parties at whose hands it had been 
endured, while each is marked out by white 
robes being “given unto EVERY ONE of them.” 
They are not kept in ignorance of what 7s 
occurring or about to happen on the earth 
which they had left; for they are informed 
of “their fellow-servants,’ and also of “their 
brethren” still in the body, that these “should 
be killed,” as they themselves had been, and, 
therefore, they are directed to “rest for a 
little season,” till this predicted martyrdom 
should take place, and till God should have 
avenged the blood of his servants, as they 
desired. Then will they raise their song of 
thanksgiving, saying, “Thou art righteous, O 
Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, be- 
cause thou hast judged’ thus; for they have 
shed the blood of . saints and prophets, and 
thou hast given them blood to drink, for they 
are worthy. And again they say, Alleluia.” 
And thus, Were we to examine minutely all 
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the visions of this wondrous book which bear 
upon our subject, we should find that the 
principle of individualization, and of distin- 
guishing EACH ONE according to his character 
and works, pervades the entire of it. So far 
from viewing the inhabitants of the future 
world as a whole, or in a mass, it is remark- 
able for the minuteness and individuality of its 
descriptions. Not only does it single out “the 
beast” and “the false prophet” for special 
animadversion, but speaks also particularly of 
“ prophets,’ “martyrs,” “saints,’? and “of 
them that keep the testimony of Jesus i 
marks the dead as “both small and great” 
while they stand before God—brings before 
each man what has been “written in the 
books” concerning himself, and declares “they 
were ‘judged EVERY MAN according to their 
works.” 
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CHAPTER VY. 


HEAVENLY RECOGNITION NECESSARY TO 
HEAVENLY PERFECTION. 

E are uniformly taught in the Scriptures 

-that our condition in heaven will be a 
perfect one—that no element -of happiness 
will be wanting there—that it will possess 
“FULLNESS of joy,’ as well as “pleasures for 
evermore.” If, however, there is to be no 
recognition in heaven—if its countless mill- 
ions are to have no fellowship with each 
other, but to remain forever mutual strangers, 
and never to be allowed either to tell of the 
grace they received on earth, or to converse 
together of the glory to which they have at- 
tained above—why, in such a case, it would 
be easy for us to conceive of a more com- 
plete heaven. For, by the addition of the 


single element of mutual acquaintanceship, we 
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would add immeasurably to its felicity. But 
the heaven of the Bible is, indeed, a heaven 
of all possible perfections, and, therefore, we 
may safely conclude that this essential ele- 
ment of a perfected condition can not and 
will not be wanting in the sanctuary above. 

And that this may be evident to all. our 
readers, we shall, in the present chapter, en- 
deavor to show that mutual recognition among 
the saints in heaven will be necessary—/irst, 
to the perfection of their love; second, to 
the perfection of their reward 7 third, to the 
perfection of their knowledge and fellowship; 
and, fourth, to their perfect appreciation of 
the providences of God. 


i. ® 


HEAVENLY RECOGNITION NECESSARY TO HEAYV- 
ENLY LOVE. 


“Love,” we are told, “ds of God”—1 John 
iv, 7—and is at once a distinguishing charac- 
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teristic of the Christian and of heaven. It is 
a distinguishing feature of the Christian, for 
Christ says, “By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, If YE LOVE» ONE AN- 
oTHER.” “We know,” says the apostle John, 
“that we have passed from death unto life, 
BECAUSE WE LOVE THE BRETHREN.” 1 Johneiii, 
14, And as it is an essential attribute of the 
‘new creature,” so also will it be of the new 
creation, for in reference to it Paul declares, 
charity, or LOVE, ‘NEVER FAILETH,” and adds, 
“ Now ABIDETH faith, hope, Love; but the 
greatest of these is LOVE.” 

But knowledge is necessary to the very ex- 
istence of love, and perfect knowledge to the 
exercise of perfect love, for we can not love 
either person or thing of which we are totally 
ignorant; and, therefore, if in heaven we are 
to love one another fervently, we must know 
each other perfectly. And such will be the 
case; for LovE is to the moral creation what 


attraction is to the materzal creation—IT Is 
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THE BOND oF UNION. Jt binds each to the 
other, and all to Jehovah. So far, then, from 
being a merely animal emotion, which is to 
be destroyed by death, love is a Diyine im- 
plantation, which can only find its full and 
free exercise in heaven, and which will breathe 
and burn with more than a seraph’s fire for- 
ever before the throne of God. Love to the 
ereature is not at all incompatible with love 
to the Creator; for the law which obtains here 
will obtain hereafter, and while throughout 
eternity we shall love God supremely, we shall 
also, throughout the same eternity, “Jove our 
neighbor as ourselves.’ And, therefore, we 
quite agree with Southey when he says— 


“They sin who tell us Love can die: 
With life all other passions fly— 
All others are but vanity. 
In heaven Ambition can not dwell, 
Nor Avarice in the vaults of hell; 
Earthly, those passions of the earth, 
They perish where they have their birth, 
But Love is indestructible. 
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Irs holy flame FOREVER burneth; 
From heaven it came, to heaven returneth; 
Too oft on earth a troubled guest, 
At times deceived, at times oppress’d, 
Ii here is tried and purified, 
Then hath in HEAVEN its perfect rest. 
It soweth here in toil and care, 
But the harvest-time of Love is THERE.” 


LE. 


FUTURE RECOGNITION NECESSARY TO THE COM- 
PLETENESS OF OUR FUTURE REWARD. 


The Bible assures us, that “whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap,” and that 
“every man shall receive his own reward, ac- 
cording to his own labor.” Galatians vi, 7, 
and 1 Corinthians iii, 8. From these passages 
we see that the faithful laborer will finally 
be blessed in proportion to, and according to 
the character of his labors now. He will then 
know that the pleasures awarded him have 
not been bestowed at random or on any ca- 
pricious principle, but are really the natural 
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and necessary results of his own works on 
earth—that the reaping shall be of the same 
character as the sowing, and that he is just 
receiving “his own reward, according to his 
own labor.” He must, then, remember the 
sowing in order to understand the justness of 
the reaping. He must recollect the work in 
order to be convinced of the righteousness of 
the reward; and if he is to obtain “souls 
for his hire,” he must be able to recognize 
them in eternity, in order to see that they 
are the legitimate rewards of his labors in 
time. 

We are told that it was promised to the 
Savior that he should “sex of the travail of 
his soul and be satisfied,” and, cheered by 
such a hope, “he endured the cross and de- 
spised the shame.” Now, as it was with the 
Master, so shall it be with his faithful servy- 
ants. In this respect they, too, will “enter 
into the joy of their Lord,” by sEEING in 
heaven the products of their toil on earth; 
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for, in the redeemed saints brought home to 
God by their instrumentality, they, like their 
divine Head, shall “‘sun of the travail of their 
soul,” and, like him, they will be “satisfied.” 
Yes, satisfied; for the very sight of these re- 
deemed ones will afford them unspeakable sat- 
isfaction, because im them they will behold 
the. proper reward of all their labors, while 
the thought of uninterrupted and everlasting 
fellowship with them will highten immeasur- 
ably their celestial bliss. 

In consequence, then, of this mutual recog- 
nition, the saints in glory will be eventually 
able to comprehend the entire effects of their 
labors and prayers on earth. God; in this 
present life, is pleased, in wisdom and mercy, 
to conceal from us, to a large extent, the con- 
sequences of our actions, and, therefore, the 
devoted pastor will never see the entire fruits 
‘of his ministry, nor the Christian father be 
able to estimate aright the full influence of 
his efforts and his prayers, while in the body. 


» 
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But as the cycles of eternity roll on thay will 
be seen; for “blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord,’ because, we are told, “their 
works do follow them;” that is, the products 
of their spiritual toil, in the form of souls” 
awakened, converted, instructed, edified, and 


‘comforted by their instrumentality, “do follow” 


and will continue to follow them to their ce- 
lestial dwellings jong after they themselves 
have “rested from their labors.” And in the 
fresh arrivals which will be continually occur- 
ring—in the consequently increasing accessions 
to the heavenly-circle, and in the mutual grat- 
ulations which will thence arise by means of 
recognition and renewed fellowship betwixt the 
former recipients and dispensers of saying 
grace—the rest of the intelligent creation will 
behold successive and most enrapturing illus- 
trations of the truthfulness of Gospel promises, 
of the reward of Christian faithfulness, and 
of the blessedness of the communion of the 
saints. 


‘ 
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These views are still further corroborated 
by the declaration of Christ in John iy, 36, 
where, speaking of the spiritual reaper, he 
informs us, “He gathereth fruit unto life eter- 
nal, THAT both he that soweth and he that 
reapeth may REJOICE TOGETHER,” or i each 
other’s company; and if so, they must and 
will recognize one another. The faithful min- 


ister, then, who has been honored during his 


earthly life in forming “a congregation of 


faithful men and women,” but who has been 
called to the assembly above before he beheld 
the completion of his work, will eventually 
recognize and “rejoice with”? his devoted suc- 
cessor who may have been permitted to carry 
on the good work, or complete it against the 
time of the Lord’s coming. The sainted mother, 
too, whose chief anxiety when on earth was 


' for the conversion of her beloved children, but 


who may have been suddenly snatched away 
from them in their early childhood, without 
witnessing the accomplishment of her prayers, 


> 
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- ai ~ 
will, throughout eternity, “rejoice with” her 
successor, who, in the providence and mercy 
of God, may have been sent to water the 
seed sown, and to train those little ones as 
plants of paradise, till all together have been 
ripened for the heavenly Eden, and prepared 
for “rejoicing together,” and forever, in the 
bonds of a reciprocal admiration, thanksgiving, 
and love. 

One person may have been here employed 
in the conversion, another in the sanctification, 


and a third in the comforting of a child of 


_ God; and so at length all three will “ReEsorce 


TOGETHER,” as having been joint promoters 
of such believer’s complete salvation. And as 
all were permitted to take part in the work 
of grace of which on earth he was the subject, 
so all will “rejoice together” when they be- 
hold in heaven this redeemed one appearing 
as at once the monument of the Divine mercy, 
the fruit of their united efforts, and the en- 
hancer of their eternal joys. 
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HEAVENLY RECOGNITION NECESSARY TO THE RE- 
TENTION AND PERFECTION OF OUR KNOWL- 
EDGE, AND ALSO TO THE ENJOYMENT 
- OF HEAVENLY COMMUNION, 


Were we not to know one another in a 
future state, it would follow that the knowl- 
edge of each other we now possess must be 
dost, and that in this respect our ignorance 
will be greater in heaven than it is here. This, 
however, can not be, for the Scriptures assure 
us that our knowledge, so far from being di- 
minished, will be vastly enlarged © hereafter. 
Thus Paul, in 1 Corinthians xiii, 9-12, writes, 
“For we know IN PART, and we prophesy in 
part. But when that which is PERFECT is come, 
then that which is in part shall be done away. 
For now we see through a glass darkly; but 
then face to face: now I know in part; but 
then shall I know even as also I am known.” 


. 


Ps qe @ HEAVENLY COMMUNION. 

In this passage our present condition as re- 
gards knowledge is contrasted with our future 
one; and we are expressly told that our pres- 
ent state is one of very limited information, 
while our heavenly one will be that of perfect 
knowledge; and if so, we can not possibly be 
ignorant of each other. “‘WE SHALL THEN 
KNOW EVEN AS ALSO WE ARE KNOWN;” so that 
the old Welsh minister was quite right, who, 
when interrupted in-his studies by his wife 
asking, “John Hyans, do you think we shall 
know each other in heaven?’ bluntly replied, 
“To be sure we shall. Do you think we 
shall be greater fools there than we have . 
here?” | 

~ But still further, heavenly recognition is nec- 
essary to HEAVENLY COMMUNION, for there can 
be no communion betwixt strangers. Mutual 
knowledge lies at the basis of all fellowship, 
while confidence, sympathy, and love are also 
required for its exercise; and these essential 


elements of communion neyer can coexist 


FELLOWSHIP TOGETHER. hay 


where there is no recognition. The doctrine, 
then, of “the communion of the saints” re- 
quires us to receive this truth also; for none 
will pretend that “the communion of saints”’ 
is confined to the Church on earth, but all 
must confess that it embraces “the whole 
family,’ whether “in earth or heaven;” and 
so, too, must the privilege of, mutual ac- 
quaintanceship—on which such communion de- 
pends—be equally coextensive. And, there- 
fore, when, at length, amidst the brilliancy of 
the heavenly city, “we walk in the light as 
He is in the light,’ we shall then have fellow- 
ship “one with another,’ in a way and to a 
degree such as we had but little experience 
of while subjected to the darkness and cold- 
ness of the world. 

Here, then, we see the importance of the 
doctrine of which we have been treating. 
‘Abolish it, and we put an end to “the com- 
munion of the saints” in glory; but establish 
it, and we lay a basis for some of the most 
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delightful pleasures and employments of * the 
‘heavenly world. Thus, in consequence of be- 
ing mutually acquainted, the saints of different 
generations will be able to communicate to 
each other most interesting information re- 
garding the condition of the Church and of 
the world in their days, and so .most strikingly 
illustrate the providence and grace of God, 
as manifested during the times and in the 
countries in which they lived. For we must 
remember that the most faithful of earthly 
historians furnish but very imperfect accounts 
of the events, which they profess to record, 
and our most highly esteemed biographies con- 
tain but very partial andl inaccurate views of 
the characters they describe. In eternity, then, 
and in eternity alone, can we learn “the truth, 
and the whole truth,’ regarding past trans- 
actions, and then only shall we be able to see 
men in their real characters. 

Many of God’s dealings are now obscure 
to our minds and staggering to our faith, be- 
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cause of the partial and erroneous views we 
have taken of them, but in eternity all will be 
made plain. And if those eldest and most 
attentive students in creation—“the principal- 
ities and powers in heavenly places” —learn, 
even now, from “the Church” on earth much 
of “the manifold wisdom of God,” still more 
may we expect that the saints in glory will 
instruct and delight each other by communi- 
cating to one another a true account of the 
incidents of their former lives. Yes, ADAM 
will be able to tell us of his primeval bliss 
in Eden, and of his bitterness of spirit as he 
was driven from thay, “garden of the Lord;” 
Eve of her feelings of commingled gladness 
and hope, when, upon the birth of her first- 
born, she joyously though erroneously ex- 
claimed, “ZI have gotten A MAN, JEHOVAH HIM- 
seLF.”* And both our first parents will then 





*In our common English version of Genesis iv, 1, Eym, on 
the birth of Cain, is made to say, “I have gotten a man from 
the Lord.” This rendering is, however, incorrect, as thero is 
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e 
be able to say how their hearts were wrung, 


and how they grew pale with agony, when, 
in the lifeless body of their slain son, they 
saw, in all its terribleness, the consequence 


of sin. Righteous ABEL also—yea, surround- 


Ee 


no word in the original Hebrew which properly answers to the 
English preposition “from” of our translation; for the Hebrew 
“Eth,” so rendered, is not in this place a preposition, but a 
particle of emphasis placed before JEHOVAH, to designate the 
object to which it is prefixed in the most explicit manner. The 
literal yersion, then, of what Eve really uttered is that given 
above in the text. When, therefore, on the appearance of her 
first-born son, Eve exclaimed, as already mentioned, “I have got- 
ten A MAN, JEHOVAH HIMSELF,” she evidently thought that the 
unhappy Carn was the promised “seed” and destined Savior. 
And though she was mistaken as" to the particular individual, 
yet this language of our common mother is interesting, both 
as a record of primitive belief, and also as proving that Eve 
was expecting for her Savior a God-man Mediator; and believed 
that the “seed of the woman” that was to bruise the serpent’s 
head would be, what we know he really was, “God manifest 
in the flesh.” 

Those who wish to see more on this subject may consult Dr, 
Pyo Smith’s Testimony to the Messiah, vol. i, pp. 228-234, third 
edition, London, 1837; and Faber’s Hore Mosaice, vol. ii, pp. 
55, 56, sooond edition, London, 1818. 
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ing cherubim and seraphim themselves—may 
tell the wonder and interest that, in the upper 
sanctuary, arose, when that first martyr ap- 
peared in heavyen—the earliest specimen of 
man fallen, grace triumphant, death vanquished, 
and the soul redeemed. 

Setu, too, will be able to give us precise 
information respecting the Church in his days, 
when men “first began to call upon the name 
of the Lord.” Holy Exocu—the first of “iv- 
ing changed” —will state his perpetual obliga- 
tions to that unceasing grace which enabled 
him, while on earth, to “walk” in daily fellow- 
ship with Jehovah, while he narrates the par- 
ticulars of that marvelous “testimony” which, 
“before his translation,” he received—that “he 
pleased God.’ From Noan, the righteous 
preacher, we shall learn how, “through | faith, 
moved with fear and warned of God,” he “ pre- 
pared the ark, condemned the world, and be- 
came heir of the righteousness which is by, 
faith.” : 
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Apranam will declare how, with throbbing 
heart but faith unwavering, he, at the call of 
Heaven, left his kindred and his country’s 
gods, and “went out, not knowing whither .he 
went;” and how afterward, sustained by grace, 
through faith, he was enabled to bind, and lift 
the knife to slay, in sacrifice, “his son—his 
only son—Isaac, whom he loved;” and how 
Divine mercy staid him, and Divine love re- 


warded him, by constituting him forever “the 


*.. Father of the faithful, and the friend of 


God.’ And what lessons of heavenly in- 
struction good old Isaac may impart, as he 


“talks to us of the grace which enabled him, 


- 
+ 


even when a youth,* to acquiesce in his fa- 
a 


* According to the most accurate computations, ABRAHAM was 
an old man of one hundred and twenty-five, and Isaac twenty- 
five years old, at the time of his intended sacrifice. Great, 
then, must have been the piety of this “child of promise,” 


which caused him voluntarily to submit to become the viii 


on his father’s altar; for, being a young man in full strength 
and vigor, who was able to carry from a distance all the wood 
required for “a burnt-offering,” he could, had he wished, easily 
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ther’s sacrificial purpose; which, in after-times, 
enriched his spirit as he meditated upon the 
promises of the covenant “at even-tide,” and, 
finally, through faith, prepared him for “bless- 
ing Esau and Jacob concerning things to 
come!” Jacop will illustrate for us at once 
the evils of selfishness, the consequences of 
duplicity, and the power of prayer. JosEPH 
will declare to us how God was with~him in 
the pit, the prison, and the court; and how 
he required grace to serve before Pharaoh’s’ 
throne as well as to, suffer in Potiphar’s dun- 
geon. When Moszs recites his history, we 


shall see how Egypt’s literature and the piety — 


of his mother-nurse alike combined to fit him 
for being, in after-times, the lawgiver of Israel 


and successfully have resisted the awful purpose of his aged 
parent. The very circumstance, too, that he submitted to he 
“bound,” and to be laid on the altar upon the wood, proved 
that, even at this comparatively early age, Isaac had become 
partaker of the grace of “faithful ApraHam.” (See Hale’s 
Analysis of Chronology, vol. ii, pp. 123, 124; Josephus’s Antig. ” 
i, 18, 2;.and Kitto’s Pictorial Palestine, vol. i, p. 63.) 
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-and the servant of the Lord. JosHuA can 
say how he was enabled to “fight valiantly ;” 
Cates, how he “followed the Lord fully;” 
and SAMUEL, how he obtained grace to warn 
so faithfully. Ez will expatiate on his short- 
comings, and Davin on his more aggravated 
transgressions, while both will adore the mercy 
that pardoned and the grace that restored 
and sanctified them after all. 

Now, this heavenly instruction will be through 
the medium of mutual recognition. For with- 
out it we could know nothing hereafter of 
those ancient worthies “who through faith 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, ob- 

- tained promises—out of weakness were made 
strong, and turned to flight the armies of the 
aliens.” To this mutual acquaintanceship of 
the redeemed above shall we be indebted for 
all farther information we shall receive from 
Ezrxien regarding his mysterious visions, or. 
from DANIEL as to his feelings when thrown 
into the lions’ den. Yes, by means of it we 
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shall learn from Isatan if he was “sawn 
asunder ;” from the “THREE CHILDREN” of their 
fellowship with the only begotten One in the 
furnace; and from JEREMIAH of God’s pres- 
ence ard grace with him in the dungeon. 
Yea, from “allt the prophets,” how they were 
enabled to “believe the promises,” and to have 
“respect unto the recompense of the reward.” 

Nor will it be with the spiritual heroes of 
patriarchal and Israelitish times merely that 
heavenly intercourse will be held. The saints 
of every age and every clime will hold high 
fellowship above—apostles as well as patri- 
archs—Christian fathers as well as Israel’s 
and Judah’s prophets—modern reformers as 
well as ancient seers—primitive disciples and 
the most recent converts—martyrs and con- 
fessors—missionaries and ministers—the public 
Christian and the private and unknown saint— 
the most advanced believer and the weakest 
babe in Christ, will all be congregated there. 
And as, in the bonds of an unsullied holiness 
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and breathings of a perfect love, imey com- 
mune TOGETHER regarding their former earthly 
condition but now glorified estate, they will 
delight and instruct each other by the re- 
hearsal of their previous and individual his- 
tories, as affording so many striking and varied 
exhibitions of Jehovah’s providence, and faith- 
fulness, and grace. So that, upon a review 
of all, their hearts may beat warmer, and 
their songs of blessing be heard louder, and 
their palms of triumph wave higher, in honor 
of that beloved One, who hath not only 
washed them in his blood, but hath at length 
“gathered” them all “To@ETHER” to the heart, 
and home, and family of God. 


IV. 


HEAVENLY RECOGNITION NECESSARY TO THE PER- 


FECT APPRECIATION OF GOD'S PROVIDENCES. “ 


“What I do thou knowest not now, but 
thou shalt know hereafter” is the language 
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of Messiah to each of his saints when suf- 
fering on earth. Here Jehovah’s dealings 
toward his people are often perfectly in- 
serutable. “Clouds and darkness are round 
about him, his way is in the sea, his path 
in the mighty waters, and his footsteps are 
unknown.” ‘The children of Israel are often 
sorely discouraged because of the way, for the 
night is dark, the road is rough, the pil- 
grimage is long, the enemy is powerful, sand 
the desert blasts are keen; and were it not 
for the promise, “Lo, I am with you alway,” 
the pilgrim’s heart would utterly fail. It is 
the presence of the Jehovah-Angel which cheers 


him; it is his power alone sustains him; and, 


as he goes up through the wilderness, it is 


on the bosom of the Beloved alone he leans. 
_ But when, at length, through grace, he has 
reached the heavenly Zion, and become “per- 
fect before God,’ then does he know even as 
also he is known, and see as he is seen. The 
day of the revelation of all things has come; 
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- 
and by the “great cloud of witnesses”— 
those heavenly watchers—that, during all his 
life long, encompassed him, and who, though 
unseen, were constant and interested specta- 
tors of his course, the sorely tried Christian 
is taught that what he once considered his 
severest afflictions were in reality the Savior’s 
. ~ . 
“choicest love-tokens to his soul. Yes, these 
elder members of the family that have been 
long in glory will make it evident to the 
newly-arrived saint* that all the hammering 
> 

*In several parts of the book of Revelation, not only Carist, 
but several other inhabitants of heaven, are introduced as 
TEACHING John, by explaining to him his difiiculties, and by 
giving him important information regarding both the future 
and the past. Now, if these celestials INSTRUCT one who was 
_then only permitted to “look” in through the “door” which 
was for a little “opened in heaven,” much more may we expect 
will they rejoice to TEACH those who have.“ entered in through 

the gates,” and have forever become inmates of the holy etty. 
From Revelation vii, 13, 14, it would appear that the older 
saints take particular pleasure in instructing those to whom’ 
the scenes and society of heaven are still strange. Thus, in the 


passage just referred to, we find that when John, astonished 
at what he witnessed, but restrained by humility from in- 
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and hewing, the chiseling and the cutting, 
the rubbing and the polishing, to which he 
was so frequently and long subjected below, 
were just because he was eventually destined 
to occupy no ordinary place in the heavenly 
temple, but to shine forever as one of the 
choicest jewels in the Redeemer’s crown. They 
will then enable him to understand that, in 
all his dealings, Messiah was acting toward 
him with a benevolence which never injured, — 


and with a wisdom that never erred. So 





quiring, stood still in the presence of “one of the elders” sent 
to inform him, this “elder” brother of the family, with a kind- 
ness and delicacy quite characteristic of a saint in glory, gently 
stimulated the curiosity of his younger hrother still in the 
body, by himself proposing to"'the apostle the question, “What 
are these?” . . . . and “whence came they?” which was 
just, a gentle way of saying, “Do you know them?” or, “Would 
you like to know what they are, and whence they came?” And 
then, John having replied to the effect that his elder and more 
experienced companion did ‘know, and, consequently, could in- 
form him, this “elder” saint proceeds to describe to him the 
blood-washed multitudes before him, and to tell him of the 
unending happiness they enjoyed. ; 
‘While, then, Christ himself will, of course, be the saint’s 
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that, as he stands complete with all “the re- 
deemed from among men,” on the top of the 
heavenly Zion, and from its cloudless summits 
looks back upon the way in which he has 
been led, the new but now glorified inhabit- 
ant of heaven will see that, though he may 
have been led by a rough way, he has been 
brought by the right way to the “city of 
habitation.” He will then be prepared to say 


f Jesus as the people did of old, ‘‘He hath 
ww? peop 


done all things well.” While encompassed by 





» . 
great Teacher in glory as well as in grace—for THE Laws, we 


are told—Revelation vii, 17—will still “feed them and lead 
them unto living fountains of waters; that is, he will feed them 
with heavenly knowledge, and lead them to new fountains of 
intellectual and moral joy—yet We have reason to believe that 
those who have been long in glory, and who may have formerly 
ministered faithfully to Messiah in the tabernacles of his mercy, 
will continue to “SERVE him day and night” in the temple of 
his glory—not only by the direct acts of worship they will ren- 
dor, but also by those more indirect services they will per- 
form, by gradually unfolding to the new and younger inhabitants 
of the celestial world the glory of the Savior’s heavenly char- 
acter and kingdom, just as they may have formerly dispensed 
to such of the blessings of his providence and grace. ‘ 
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the light, and participating in the love and joy 
of all around him, he will, in the overflow- 
ings of rapturous gratitude, catch the spirit 
of these sainted worthies, and, joining in their 
heavenly anthem, will throughout eternity with 
them rejoice to sing, “Great and marvelous 
are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and 
true have been all THY ways, thou King of 


Saints !”’ 
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' have to decide is, Ave the objections to “e 
~~ doctrine of such a character as to neutralize 
. at destroy the positive evidence in its favor? i. 
© For if not, they must not be allowed to inter- e 
_ fere with the reception “the truth in qrentiona? 
: © Now, as we, shall nae the objections" 
and difficulties felt with rognad to mutual rec- 
fi Ognition hereafter do not, _ in ‘the “sliphtedt ‘de-* 
gree, invalidate it; “they ¢ do not overturn or 
even © “weaken so much as one ofthe proofs 
adduced A its” behalf; and they can nghPy ~ 
any | possible ingenuity, be represented ‘as con- 
tradictory to it. _ Besides, if they. were'Feally 
| _ of force, their admission wom: land ut infar 
greater difficulties than any which can be 
brought against the truth to, which. y are 
» supposed to be! antagonistic. When erly | 
~.. © examined, however, it, wy be seen that they 
— their origin in -ignoranee—are based 
Re . few imaginary and® unwarranted notions 
mak egard to our state hereaffert—arise from. 
2° istaken and contracted views of certain Scrip. 
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tures—and are caused by false conceptions of 
the conditions of the heavenly society itself. 
That such is the case will, we trust, be abund-_ 
antly evident to all our readers, when once 
we have considered these objections: in detail, 
which we now accordingly proceed to do. 
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THE CHANGH WE UNDERGO .AFTER DEATH—WNA- 
_TURE OF THE RESURRECTION BODY. 


om of the chief objections brought sia 
the doctrine of recognition in the world 
to come, arises from the supposed greatness 
of the change which will be wrought on us 
in a future state. The most extravagant ideas 
are wont to be entertained vom this matter, 
and the conceptions of many ‘as to the nature 
of the transformation which death, the grave, 
and resurrection combined will effect, are such 
as, if well founded, would really constitute us an 
entirely new order of beings. Now, we must 
beware of all such extravagances, and ever, 
endeavor to remember that the great object 
of the Gospel is not to destroy or metamor- 
phose, or essentially to alter our nature, but 
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" 
to redeem, inten: and perfect it.. The change, 
then, to be effected is one of perfect develop- 
ment rather than of essential alteration. We 
are to be the subjects of a complete. purifi- 

ion and wondrous expansion, but not at all 
of a transmutation or substantial change. We 
shall still be human beings, for it was human 
nature Christ assumed, such he has redeémed, 
such he will completely sanctify, and yet fully 
glorify; if, therefore, the design of the Savior’s 
mission is to be accomplished, we must con- 
tinue to wear our humanity throughout eter- 
nity. The change, then, to be wrought on 
us is not one of nature, or essence, but of 
condition; for in this present life we are but 
in the infancy, if not in the very embryo of 
our existence, and the full manhood of our 
being will not be attained till we enter the 
eternal world. 

But some, perhaps, may say that we can 
form no idea of the change undergone by 
the saint after death, or of his condition in 
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heaven. This, however, is. quite a mistake. 
We readily admit that, apart from revelation, 
we could know nothing on the subject; yea, 
that except so far as they are warranted by 
"the Scriptures, we have no right either 2 
hold or promulgate any opinions whatever re- 
garding our future condition. It is, however; 
both our duty and our privilege to learn and 
believe all’ that God has revealed concerning 
it; for while “szcreT things belong unto the 
Lorp our God,” yet “those things which are 
REVEALED belong unto us and to our children.” 
Deuteronomy xxix, 29. Now, when we dil- 
igently examine the Scriptures, we find that 
Jehovah has made known to us not a little 
on this very point, and exhibited it, too, in 
the way we may most easily understand it; 
for, as we have seen in the previous part of 
this book, he has presented us with various 
specimens of our future condition. He has, 
on more than one occasion, drawn aside the 
vail, and let us see some of the inhabitants 
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of the eternal world; he has shown us both 
lost sinners and glorified believers. We have 
seen those once monarchs on earth in their 
misery in hell, and Dives, who was once clothed 
ia now tormented in the burning flame. 
On the other hand, again, we have various 
illustrations of humanity from the heavenly 
world; for we have had Extau, a saint glo- 
rified in both soul and body; and also Moszs, 
illustrating the condition of one glorified in a 
disembodied state. 

Now, what do all these inhabitants of eter- 
nity show us? Just that they are human 
beings still, and capable both of recognition 
and companionship—though to the one these 
prove a blessing, and to the other a curse. 

We see, then, there is no room for doubtful 
speculation either as to the reality of future 
recognition or the nature of our future change. 
God has made them both matters of positive 
revelation, and shown us what we are bound 
to believe with regard to these things. Unless, 
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therefore, we are prepared to reject the ‘entire 
body of Scripture evidence already presented, 
we can have no hesitation in holding, with 


tr 


patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and the most 
enlightened saints of every generation of Le 
Church, the doctrines of mutual recognition 
and restored companionship in heaven. With 
them, too, we must believe that we are not 
to be the subjects of some undefined and 

_ aimless metamorphosis hereafter, but that our 
humanity, while remaining substantially unal- 
tered, will be evolved and perfected in the 
coming world. 

That the nature of our final change is not 
to be such as will make recognition impos- 
sible, may ‘be rendered still more evident by 
considering the amount of change manifest in 

= _ our Lord after his resurrection. 4 

Christ, let us recollect, is the mopEn of 
his saints, not merely as to character, but 
also as to form. “When he shall appear 
we shall be LIkE HIM’”’—1 John fils 2—like 
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him, not only in moral character, but in bodily 
conformation; for we are expressly told he 
“shall change our vile body, that it may be 
FASHIONED LIKE UNTO HIS glorious body”—Phil- 
ippians ili, 21. The glorified body of the 
saint, then, is to be modeled after the glorified 
body of the Savior, or like unto his resurrection 
body; for the resurrection body of Jesus is the 
one he took to heaven and wears in glory, and 
this is to be the model of his saints; for we 
are informed, that, “Jf we have been planted 
together in the likeness of his death, we shall 
be also in the LIKENESS OF HIS RESURRECTION.” 
Romans yi, 5. We have, therefore, only to 
consider the nature of Christ’s raised-up and 
glorified body, in order to learn the character 
of the glorified bodies of his saints; and to 
this matter let us now os sa the reader’s 
attention. | 

Was Messiah’s body, then, after his resur- 
rection, so changed as to be incapable of 
iar ah By no means.. “Phat saME 
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Jesus whom ye crucified,” says the apostle 
Peter, “hath God raised up, whereof we all 
are witnesses.” Had Christ been quite changed 


‘after his resurrection, the apostles could not 


have identified him, and therefore could not 
have borne witness to him. It was necessary, 
however, that Christ should be recognized, and 
so unmistakably identified, that his previous 
claims and predictions might be established, 
and Christianity proved true; for Christ’s 
resurrection was at once the testing point and 
the crowning evidence both of his Sonship and 
Messiahship; and unless his resurrection had 
been triumphantly proved, Christianity must 
have failed. Therefore, Paul says, “Ir Christ 
be not risen, THEN iseour preaching vain, and 
your faith is also vain; ye are yet in your 
sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep 
in Christ are perished.” 1 Corinthians xy, 14, 
17, 18. The rejection of recognition, then, 
is no trivial matter, for it would render the 
proof of Chrigt’s resurrection prey and 
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lead to its consequent denial; for it will be 
impossible to prove his resurrection if we fail 
to establish the fact of his recognition by his 
disciples during the interval that elapsed be- 
tween his death and ascension to heaven. 
Accordingly we find that Christ himself was 
most desirous of affording to all his apostles 
the fullest. possible evidence of his being still 
the “same Jesus” after his resurrection that 
he was before his death. Hence he conde- - 
scended to give them the most indubitable 
and minute proofs that he had undergone no 
essential change, for he enabled them: to re0~ 
ognize him in many different ways. By his 
voice—by his hands and feet—by the nail- 
prints in his hands—by the scar in his side— 
by showing them his flesh and bones—and by 
his eating before them, he convinced them 
that he was still rue same. And that our 
readers may also be convinced of it, let them 
attentively examine the following passages of 


Scripture. a tae 


wea 
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In John xx, 20, we find that Jesus, having, 
on the evening of the day of his resurrec- 
tion, come and saluted his disciples, “ shewed 
“unto them wIS HANDS and HIS SDE.” Here 
we see that Jesus not only spoke unto the 
apostles, saying, “Peace be unto you,” so that 
they might again be gladdened by his well- 
known voice, but “he shewed ‘unto them his 
hands and side,” that, by observing the print 
of the nails in the one, and the mark of the 
spear-thrust in the other, they might be as- 
sured that he continued to wear the same 
humanity as before; and, therefore, it is added, 
“Then were the disciples glad when they saw 
the Lord.’ So also the apostle Thomas, hay- 
ing turned skeptic, and said—verse 25—*“ Ex- 
cept I shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print of 
the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, 
I will not believe,” Jesus graciously conde- 
scended to dissipate his skepticism by giving 
him the very evidence he required; for eight 
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-days afterward he appeared, and said to 
Thomas—verse 27—“Reach hither thy finger 
and behold my hands, and reach hither thy 
hand and thrust it into my side, and be not 
faithless, but believing.” Now, if the body 
of the Savior, after his resurrection, had not 
been distinguished by the same external ap- 
pearance as before it, the evidence required 
by Thomas could not have been furnished, and 
his infidelity might have continued. 

And that our Lord’s resurrection and glo- 
rified body is a material and solid body of 
flesh and bones, may be seen by turning to 
Luke xxiv, 36-43, where we learn that, on 
the first appearance of the risen Savior to the 
congregated disciples, they were ‘“affrighted, 
and supposed that they had seen a spirit;” 
but Jesus dispelled their fears by saying— 
verse 39—“Behold my hands and my feet, 
that it is I myself: handle me and see; for a 
spirit hath not FLESH AND BONES as ye see me 
have.” Yea, still father, in order to remove 
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any doubt that might still have remained, we 
are told he asked for “‘meat;” and the dis- 
ciples having given him “a piece of a broiled 
fish, and of a honey-comb,” he took these, 
and “did nat before them all; and the evi- 
dence thus furnished proved quite satisfactory 
to the apostles, who went every-where de- 
claring that the Lord was indeed risen, and 
had appeared unto them. 

But some may here object, and say that 
the two disciples who were journeying toward 
Emmaus did not know Jesus when he joined 
them by the way. (See Luke xxiv, 13-32.) 
This is quite true; but the cause of this non- 
recognition was not in him, but in them; for 
it is expressly mentioned—verse 16—“ Their 
eyes were HOLDEN that they should not know 
him.” It required, then, the exercise of a su- 
pernatural influence to PREVENT recognition ; 
but when this miraculous hinderance was re- 
moved they at once knew him. 

But, again, it may be said, that, as our res- 
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urrection bodies will be “ spiritual,” they must 
be altogether different from our present ones, 
and, therefore, will be incapable of being rec- 
ognized by the same means. Now, our first 
remark on this statement is, that let the future 
bodies of the saints be what they may, they 
must and will be dike the Savior’s, for, as we 
have seen, they will be “fashioned like unto 
his glorious body.” Philippians: iii, 21. See- 
ondly, we reply, that, though our resurrection 
bodies may be “spiritual bodies,” they will 
not be at all more spiritual than our Lord's; 
for we have already been informed—Romans_ 
vi, 5—that, “if we have been planted to- 
gether in the likeness of his death, we shall 
be also in the LIKENESS OF HIS RESURRECTION.” 
But, third, and more especially, we observe, 
that this objection is caused by an entire mis- 
apprehension as to what is meant in Scrip- 
ture by “a spiritual body.” It is generally, 
though most erroneously, considered that “a 
spiritual body” must necessarily be an imma- 
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terial one; and Dr. Hitcheock* and “others 
have most absurdly conceived that it might be 
a sort of gaseous body—just as if a body of 
gas, no matter how sublimated or rarified, 
would not still be material. In order, how- 
ever, to know what is really meant by a spir- 
ttual body, let us examine, the language of 
Paul on the subject. 3 

The apostle, when speaking of the change 
which is to be effected on the believer's body 
at the resurrection, says—1 Corinthians xv, 
44—“ Jt is sown a natural body, it is raised 
@ spiritual body.” 

The phrase “natural body,’ in our trans- 
lation, is now generally acknowledged to be 
a most unfortunate version of the original— 
op yuxexdy—which should have been rendered 
“animal body.” Now what Paul here teaches 
is, that our present body, which is an “ani- 
mal body,’ will at the resurrection cease to 





*See Hitchcock’s “Religion of Geology.” 
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be so, and become then a “spiritual body”— 
oma avevpaie co bat he does not say that this 
spiritual body will be immaterial. He does 
not say that it will not be a solid human 
body of flesh and bones like the Savior’s. 
No; the apostle had elsewhere taught that 
our future bodies would be “LIke HIS,” and, 
therefore, as Christ's was a solid material 
body of flesh and bones, ours must be so too. 
The spirituality of the glorified body can not, 
then, be inconsistent with its materiality, and, 
in fact, it is not contrasted with wt at all, but 
is merely opposed to its animality—animality 
being the distinguishing feature of our “pres- 
ent vile” bodies, whereas, spirituality will be 
the great characteristic of our future glorified 
bodies. 

Hence arises the question, What are we to 
understand by an animal body, and what by 
a spiritual body? To this we answer, Just . 
what the Corinthian Greeks, to whom Paul 


wrote, meant by them; for Paul, in writing to 
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these Greeks, used their language in its or- 
dinary acceptation, and made use of such ex- 
pressions as they would readily understand. 
Now we find that the Greeks believed in two 
sorts of bodies, the one sort they called— 
sduara nvevuarixd—spiritual bodies, and the 
other—sinara ywyixd—animal bodies. Both of 
these they considered were material and solid, 
consisting of flesh and bones, but the spirit- 
ual body—siua rvevuarixdv—was, according to 
them, a body possessed by a xveiua, or pure 
spirit, which was entirely bereft of all animal 
propensities and passions; whereas, the an?- 
mal body—osina Ywyxdv—was a body possessed 
by a Wwzxx, or animal nature, the seat of carnal 
appetites and desires. What Paul says, then— 
1 Corinthians xv, 44—is, that our body, till 
death, is a body occupied by a xq, or ani- 
mal principle; but he tells us that, when 
raised in glory, it will be rid of this—tozy— 
animal nature, and will then be a—odua avev- 
xarixiv—“ spiritual body,” inhabited only by 


3 
THE SPIRITUAL BODY. 183 


the—nv:t.0—pure spirit, and delivered from 
all those groveling appetites. and desires to 
which it was formerly subjected. Like Christ’s 
own raised-up and glorified body, however, it 
will still continue to be a body of flesh and 
bones, and yet a spiritual body, or body in- 
habited by a pure spirit, freed from the ani- 
mality—the sensuous nature and corruption 
of its former condition—and fitted for being 
to the indwelling and rejoicing spirit the organ 
of communicating the most exquisite and per- 
petual delights. * 

Another difficulty in reference to-this sub- 
ject, which it may be necessary to notice, is 
that arising from the circumstance, that when 
Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene on the 


*The Greeks were wont to clothe their gods in material bod- 
ies, but these consisted not of “flesh and BLoop,” but of flesh - 
and BONES; for they looked upon the blood as the seat of ani- 
mality and corruption, and in the bodies of the immortals— 
whom they styled dyzisoves, or bloodless—they supposed the 
blood, or corrupt principle, was supplanted by a pure celestial 
fluid called jy4e—Ichor. When, therefore, Paul tells—1 Corinth- 
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morning of his resurrection, she at first did 
not recognize him, but supposed him to be 
“the gardener. Now, her mistake was occa- 
sioned, not by the greatness of the change 
wrought on the Savior, but most probably 
by the circumstance that there was not then 
light sufficient to discern his countenance. Be- 
sides, it appears from the narrative that she 
had either her back, or at least her side, 
toward Christ; for we are informed that, when 
she eventually recognized him by his voice, 
she had to “turn herself” in order to see him. 
Thus, in John xx, 1, we are told that “when. 
tt was yet DARK,” Mary came to the sepul- 
cher, and finding that Jesus was not there, 
she stood “weeping,” ‘supposing that they, 





ians xv, 50—that “Flesh and BLOOD can not inherit the king- 

~ dom of God,” all he means to teach is, that the carnality and 
corruption of the present body will have no existence in the 
Suture one, not that this latter will cease to be a material body 
like the Savior’s. Indeed, the apostle, in the ‘same verse, ex= 
plains his own meaning by immediately adding, “Neither doth 
CORRUPTION inherit incorruption.” 
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had “taken away” her Lord. Jesus himself, 
however, approached her; but in the dimness. 
of the early twilight, when she was absorbed 
in thought—when her eyes were blind with 
weeping—when she was not expecting to meet 
him, and when, in fact, it appears she was 
turned away from him—we need not be sur- 
prised that she did not at once recognize him. 
But when he spoke to her, and said, “ Mary,” 
she immediately recognized the well-known and 
much-loved voice, and we are told—verse 16— 
she forthwith “turned herself,” and said, “ [tab- 
boni, Master.” 

Mary then recognized Christ, not indeed by 
his face, for it appears she could not see it, 
but by his VOICE,* hich shows that not only 





* As the BLIND in this life identify each other by the Yorcn, 
and not by vision, may we not expect that, when their now 
sightless eye-balls shall have been opened and illumined hy 
the light of immortality, they will, at least in the first instance, 
recognize each other in heaven by those SAME VOICES which 
they knew and loved so well on earth? 
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the hands, and feet, and face of Jesus, but 
his votee also remained, on the whole, un- 
altered by passing through the tomb. All 
were recognizable, and proved that the very 
SAME JESUS who had been crucified was raised 
again. 

Some, again, have supposed that the resur- 
rection body of Jesus must have been com- 
‘pletely changed from what it was, because 
we are informed—John xx, 19—that he ap- 
peared to the disciples “WHEN the doors were 
shut, where they were assembled for fear of 
the Jews.” From these words the sage con- 
clusion has been drawn, that he passed through 
either the stone walls or barred and bolted 
doors, and must, consequently, have had a 
most attenuated and etherealized body. Now, 
in reply we observe that we have no evidence 
whatever that these doors, though shut, were 
either bolted or barred. Even supposing they 
were, was it not as befitting that they should 
voluntarily or supernaturally open for the risen 
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Messiah as it was that the city gate should 
open for the apostle Peter and the angel, which, 
from Acts xii, 10, we find was actually the 
case; for of this iron gate of the city it is 
there said, it “opened to them of tts own ac- 
cord, and they went out and passed through 
one street.” 

Besides, it strikes us that the object of the 
apostle in recording the circumstance mén- 
tioned was not to tell us How, but WHEN Christ 
came among the disciples. John informs us 
that it was “at evening,’ when the world was 
shut out, and when they were shut zn, safe 
from all their enemies; that then, at this time 
most appropriate for fellowship, Jesus came 
to commune with and comfort them. But to 
suppose that, when he did so, he passed either 
through stone walls or doors still barred, is 
a vain and unwarranted conceit. If so, why 
the wonders of the resurrection hour—why 
the shaking of the earthquake, or the descent 
of the angel to roll away the stone? Surely 
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if the stone must be rolled away in the one 
case to let the Messiah owt, it was just as 
necessary that the doors should be opened, 
though supernaturally, in the other to let him 
in. If he could pass through the doors with- 
out opening, he could as easily have passed 
through the stone without its being rolled 
away, or the seal of the sepulcher being 
broken. But we believe he did neither. The 
stone was rolled away, and the doors were 
opened, among other purposes, to show that 
it was no phantom that appeared, but that 
Jesus, when risen, was still “bone of our bone, 
and flesh of our flesh;”’ and that the very 
same body which agonized in Gethsemane, and 
bled on Calvary, was to be taken to the upper 
sanctuary, and there seated in highest dignity 
as “the first-fruits of them that sleep.” * 





*The materiality and sameness of the resurrection and glo- 
rified body of Jesus are very clearly borne witness to in the 
fourth of the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England, 


which declares, “ Christ did truly rise again from death and took 
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Thus we have seen that the objection brought 
against future recognition, from the supposed 
change to be wrought on us after death, is 
utterly worthless and untenable, seeing that, 
though. changed, we shall not be completely 
metamorphosed; for the resurrection body, 
though gloriously improved, will still be capa- 
ble of being identified with rts former self. 
True, it may, and probably will, have some 
new capacities imparted to it, such as the 
power of rendering itself invisible—see Luke 





again his body, with FLESH, BONES, and all things pertaining 
to the perfection of man’s nature, WHEREWITH he ascentled into 
heaven, and there sitteth until he returns to judge all men at 
the last day.” The same is attested in the Third Article of 
Religion in the Methodist Episcopal Church: “Christ did truly 
rise again from the dead, and took again his body, with all 
things appertaining to the perfection of man’s nature, where- 
with he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth until he return 
to judge all men at the last day.” So also the Westminster 
divines, in the answer to the fifty-second question of their 
“Larger Catechism,” testify of Christ that “he rose again from 
the dead on the third day, having THE VERY SAME BODY in 
which he suffered, with the essential properties thereof, but with- 
out mortality and other common infirmities belonging to this life. 
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xxiv, 81—and of occasionally altering its 
form—see Mark xvi, 12—but these occasional 
and extraordinary operations of which it may 
be susceptible will not at all interfere with 
its usual and normal condition. The moral 
requirements of the case, and the final tri- 
umph of the Redeemer, both seem to de- 
mand that it should eventually be seen by the 
whole intelligent creation that Jesus, as God’s 
anointed Son and our almighty Savior, was 
able to destroy the works of the devil zx man 
without destroying or materially altering man 
himself. Messiah, therefore, will eventually 
save and glorify his people without eradica- 
ting those external marks of individuality by 


which each was, and may forever continue to 


* 


be, distinguished from all the rest. 
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CHAPTER II. 
OBJECTION SECOND. 


= 
CHRIST’S ANSWER TO THE SADDUCEES REGARD- 
ING MARRIAGE. 


NOTHER objection to our doctrine has 
been founded on the answer which Christ 
gave to the Sadducees, when they asked him 
whose wife she who had been successively 
married to seven husbands would be in the 
resurrection. . 
We are told—Matthew xxii, 29, 30-—“Jesus 
answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not 
knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God. 
For in the resurrection they neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage, but are as the 
_ angels of God in heaven.” Now, all Christ «© 
here declares is, that among the inhabitants 
of heaven marriage does not exist. He does 
not say they are unacquainted with each other, 
« : 
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or that they have no fellowship together; on 
the contrary, he asserts that “they are as the 
~ angels of God in heaven.” But the angels 
are certainly able to recognize each other, and 
enjoy mutual communion; and we may be per- 
fectly satisfied that the “brethren of the Lord” 
are not less highly favored. In fact, we find 
that Christ assigned a very sufficient reason 
for the cessation of the marriage relation in 
the heavenly world; for, in Luke xx, 35, after 
having informed the Sadducees that “they 
which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that 
world and the resurrection from the dead, 
neither marry nor are given in net 
adds, “‘Wetther can they die any more.’ Mar- 
riage in this world is the ordinance God hath 
appointed to repair the ravages of death; 
but as in heaven there will be no death, so 
there no such compensatory institution as mar-_ 
riage will be required to counterbalance the 
effects of dissolution. When rightly under- 
‘stood, then, we see that our Lord’s answer | 
> 
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does not in the least militate against future rec- 
ognition or renewed companionship in heaven; 
nay, it rather supports it. For, if no such 
recognition or fellowship existed, would not 
Christ most completely have silenced them by. 
saying, “Ye do err, for your question pro- 
ceeds upon the supposition that not only will 
marriage continue in heaven, but also that 
your knowledge of each other and mutual 
fellowship will be there perpetuated; but such 
will not be the case, for all remembrance of 
earthly things and relations will then be for- | 
ever obliterated, and an entirely different con- 
dition of life will there prevail.” But the 
Great Prophet did no such thing. He only 
corrected their notions with regard to futu- 
rity, so far as these were erroneous; and in 
allowing them to retain that belief in heav- 
enly recognition and perpetuated friendship — 
which we know the Jews certainly held, he 
would have us to infer that their opinions 


2 
were so far correct. 
13 


194 UNION TO CHRIST. 


The truth is, the continuance of the nup- 
tial, or of any other earthly relation, is by 
no means necessary to recognition and fel- 
lowship hereafter. Earthly relationships do 
not form the proper basis of the union and 
communion which, even in this life, exist be- 
tween the children of God, and they are, 
therefore, in no way required for their per- 
petuation; for the ties of consanguinity or 
affinity are not now the bonds of any spir- 
itual union, nor do they necessarily give rise 
to any spiritual communion. We wish it, then, 
to be very distinctly understood, that we base 
our hope and conviction of the saints’ re- 
stored and perpetuated fellowship in heaven on 
their present union to one another IN Christ. 
They are NOW ALL ONE IN Curist JEsus, and 
we hold that this vital union formed betwixt 
them and Christ, and which unites them to each 
other IN HIM, is perpetual and indestructible. 

It can never perish. Neither death nor 
the grave destroys it. Even when these pre- 
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vail, the wnion continues though the com- 
munion may be staid. The fellowship is 
not destroyed; it is only for a little dnter- 
rupted by the dissolution of the body of one 
of the parties participating in it; and even 
this temporary suspension of fellowship may 
be the divinely selected means of causing it 
to flourish more vigorously than ever in the 
sanctuary above. We have known a short 
separation of friends on earth causing them, 
when restored to one another, to love each 
other with a more tender regard ever after- 
ward; and what has occurred here may, and 
probably will, be the case hereafter. Thus. 
the temporary separation which death has 
caused between us and our beloved in Christ 
who have gone before us, may be the in- 
strumentality God, in the sovereignty of his 
love, has appointed for refining, strengthen- 
ing, and increasing our attachment to each 
other throughout all eternity. 

While, however, we not only admit, but 
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maintain, that all earthly relationships term- 
inate with this present life, we by no means 
believe that the remembrance of such rela- 
tionships thus terminates. We have alreacy 
shown that memory will be perpetuated in 
the future world, and we are, therefore, war- 
ranted in holding that we shall have a per- 
fect recollection of the various connections in 
which we stood associated to one another on 
earth. Though we feel persuaded that no 
merely earthly unions, instincts, or affeetions, 
will exist hereafter, yet, at the same time, 
‘we consider that God may make, and, as a 
matter of fact, often has made these instru- 
mental in accomplishing the purposes of his 
grace. For God often “setteth the solitary 
in families,” that by means of the family 
institution and family ties he may “prepare 
many sons and daughters unto glory.” We 
are not, therefore, for a moment to suppose, 
that a total obliviousness of these relations 
will prevail in the world to come. We con 
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ceive the very contrary will be the case, and 
that the recollection of our previous earthly 
relations and conditions will sweeten our in- 
tercourse in heaven. We must, however, be 
careful to remember that merely animal affec- 
tions are never to be confounded with purely 
spiritual emotions, and that, while the former 
“belong to that flesh and blood which can never 
inherit the kingdom of God, the latter form 
an essential part of that higher nature which 
is to exist forever. Yet our merely instinct- 
ive feelings have often been so directed as 
to have become subservient to the formation 
and development of a purely spiritual char- 
acter. Yes, they frequently have been hand- 
maids to religion, and have been made the 
instruments, not only of the sinner’s conver- 
sion, but also of building him upein holiness, 
and of preparing him for the exercises and 
enjoyments of the heavenly life. But though 
this has been so, yet they themselyes, like the 
parts of a scaffolding which have fulfilled their 
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functions, will at last be removed, as no longer 
required for the structure which they assisted 


in erecting. 
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CHAP Tre ris. 
OBJECTION THIRD. 


CHRIST ALONE WILL ENGAGE OUR ATTENTION IN 
HEAVEN. 


HE next objection to recognition in heaven 

which we shall consider, may, perhaps, be 
presented in its most imposing form by the 
narration of the) following anecdote: 

We have heard it stated that a Christian 
man who had been bereaved of a pious wife, 
upon being asked if he would be able to rec- 
ognize his deceased partner in héavefi, replied 
that he did not know; but that, even if he ! 
were capable ‘of so doing, he would be so 
entirely occupied looking at Christ that his 
wife might be for ages at his side before he 
would think of noticing her. Now, we ques- 
tion not the reality of the devotional feeling 
which prompted the above declaration; but we 
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have no hesitation in saying, that such a senti- 
ment manifests any thing but enlightened piety, 
and is, in fact, founded on very gross. igno- 
rance both of the Scriptures and of the heav- 
enly life. It is evidently based on three false 
assumptions. First, it erroneously supposes 
that, our condition in heaven will be a passive 
one, and that we are to be forever occupied 
gazing, motionless as statues, at the visible 
and glorified Redeemer. Second, it rashly as- 
sumes that the glory of the Savior, which the 
saints will be privileged to behold, is alto- 
gether of a material and visible character, con- 
centrated on, or surrounding his glorified body. 
_In the third? place, it ignorantly presupposes 
» that the love and admiration of the Redeemer 
are incompatible with the existence and cul- 
tivation of mutual affection and fellowship 
among the members of his glorified household. 
Now, all such assumptions as those men- 
tioned are entirely unwarranted by the word 
of God. It never teaches that the saints in 
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heayen are merely passive, but uniformly rep- 
resents them as actively and variously em- 
ployed ih ¢ the service of Jehovah. Yes, when 
freed from per and incumbrances of 
this present life, the children of the Most 


High serve him with such an alacrity ard - 
s 
vigor as they were quite incapable of while © 


here. On earth the saints can render neither 
a complete nor untiring obedience, but in 
par it is both perfect and unceasing; for, 
we are told, they “serve God day and, night 
in his temple.” Instead, then, o of staring idly 


at any visible splendor, however great, they - 





find full exercise for all their immortal ener- 


gies and | perfected. faculties in manifold acts 


continued study Gide exhibition of the Divine 
glory. 

This leads us to observe, that the sentiment 
we are combating unwarrantably assumes that 
.the Savior’s glory is altogether of an external 
and material character, like some visible halo 
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encompassing his glorified humanity. Such, 
however, is a most contracted view, and one 
exceedingly dishonoring to Christ himself. We 
do not, indeed, deny that there may be much 
external grandeur associated with his mediato- 
rial person, and that his glorified body may 
be»-distinguished by a radiance surpassing the 
brightness of the firmament, or of the sun, 
‘even when he shineth in all the fullness of 
his splendor. We find, however, that the Scrip- 
tures uniformly represent Messiah’s chief glory 
as of a moral and spiritual character—as that, 
in fact, which he gathered from the cross— 
and for which he prayed when, in prospect 
of his sufferings, he said, “Father, the hour 
is come; GLORIFY thy Son, that thy Son also 
may glorify thee.” Thus, therefore, when the 
just made perfect wish to contemplate the true 
mediatorial glory of me sec they will look 
for it, not in any external brightness which © 
may encircle “him, as he sits enthroned amid 
the heavenly worshipers, but will rather dis- 
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cern it in those spiritual trophies which, won 
by the groans of Gethsemane and the pains 
of Calvary, have at length been transferred 
to the upper sanctuary, that there they may 
witness forever to the greatness of that spir- 
itual victory Messiah achieved, when, on the 
cross, “haying spoiled principalities and pow- 
ers, he made a show of them openly, triumph- 
ing over them in it.” Colossians ii, 15. 

Hence, in 2 Thessalonians i, 10, we are in- 
formed that, when Jesus will come again, “he 
shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to 
be admired in all them that believe.” We 
request the reader’s particular attention, for a 
moment, to the exact meaning of these words. 
It is not said here, as some rashly suppose, 
that, when the Lord Jesus will come again, 
his saints will admire him, or ascribe glory 
to him. All this may be true, but it is not 
the particular truth here declared; for what 
is here said is, that Christ will then be “glo- 
vified IN them,” and “admired IN them.” 
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What, then, are we exactly to understand by 
these expressions? We shall endeavor to illus- 
trate them. 

Should the reader go into St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral in London, he will find among the stat- 
uary of that gorgeous edifice a plain tablet,” 
with a Latin inscription, informing him that 
Sir Christopher Wren was the architect of the 
building, and telling the visitor, if he desires 
to see Wren’s monument, to “look around ;” 
thus declaring that the magnificent temple en- 
compassing him is the architect’s best memo- 
rial—his truest monument—in which his glory 
may be seen, and mm which his surpassing 
genius may be best admired and discerned. 
So also in the Royal Palace at Windsor, there 
is a certain apartment whose walls are coy- 
ered solely with the paintings of the cele- 
brated Vandyke, in consequence of which the 
room itself is called the Vandyke Room. Now, 
as the visitor surveys, with indescribable ad- 
miration, the wondrous productions of this im- 
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mortal artist, and as mv them he traces the 
unmistakable proofs of their author’s unri- 
valed skill, he sees how, in them, Vandyke is 
glorified and admired, and that, too, in a way 
which he never could have been by merely 
looking at his face or external appearance. 
Now, just as In St. Paul’s we may behold 
the glory of Wren, and IN his paintings we 
may best appreciate and admire the genius of 
Vandyke, so IN Ais saints a surrounding and 
beholding universe will at length best behold 
and admire the glory of Christ. In them 
angels will at last behold the grandest ex- 
hibition of Messiah’s character. And as ser- 
aphim and cherubim survey his ransomed hosts, 
they will discern in each and all such varied 
and abundant traces of his unutterable glory, 
and of the exceeding riches of his grace, as 
to cause them to express their admiration in 
new and higher strains of rejoicing, thanks- 
giving, and praise. 
elm order, then, fully to behold the glory 


a Be 


206 THE HEAVENLY MIRRORS. 


of Christ in heaven, it will be necessary to 
examine each object in which that glory is 
displayed; and as no two works of God are 
in all respects alike, so IN each of his re- 
deemed ones peculiar traces of his perfections 
may be seen. In studying his saints, then, 
we shall be studying his character, and in ad- 
miring them we shall be really beholding his 
glory; for each one will be a transcript of the 
Redeemer’s perfections—a living mirror of his 
character, a spiritual reflector of his praise— 
in which the Master may himself be studied, 
admired, and glorified. 

The above remarks lead us. naturally to ob- 
serve, that the cherishing of a paramount love 
and admiration for Christ in heaven will in 
no way interfere with our possessing at the 
game time a strong affection for his people. 

To be persuaded of this, we have only to 
recollect that Tun Son loves the Father with 
a love far surpassing that of which any mere 
creature is capable, and yet the Redeemer’s 
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love to his Father is not at all incompatible 
with his love to his saints. “As the Father 
hath loved me, so have I loved you,” saith 
Jesus to his disciples; and he adds, “Continue 
ye in my love.” And yet this continuance 
in his love was by no means inconsistent with 
their loving each other, for he says, “A new 
commandment give I unto you, that ye love 
one another; AS I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another.” Nay, this was to be 
the test of discipleship; for he tells them, “By 
this shall all know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another.’ John xiii, 
84, 35. So far also from there being any in- 
congruity between their love to God and their 
love to one another,.the apostle John—1 John 
iv, 12—declares, ‘“‘If we love ONE ANOTHER, 
God dwelleth in us, and HIS LOVE is perfected 
in us.” 

From all these passages it is perfectly plain 
that “brotherly love,” or “love of the breth- 
ren” of Christ, as well as of Christ himself, 
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will continue forever. So that while in heaven 
we shall love the Lord supremely, we shall 
also “love one another with pure hearts fer- 
vently;” for there, as here, it will be found 
that the “new commandment” is still in force, 
and there, more deeply than here, will it be 
forever felt that “Love is the fulfilling of the 
law.” - 
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CHAPTER IV. 
OBJECTION FOURTH. 


THE SIGHT OF THE LOST WOULD CAUSE US PAIN 
IN HEAVEN. 


HE last objection to mutual recognition 

hereafter which we deem it necessary to 
notice, is founded on the supposition that the 
sight of the lost in hell must necessarily be 
painful, even to celestial minds, and that our 
being able to recognize all, our friends who 
are 7m heaven will, consequently, lead to the 
knowledge of such of them as have failed to 
gain admittance there. , 

In reply to the above objection, we observe 
that the rejection of future recognition will 
land us in far greater difficulties than this or 
any other connected with its reception; for 
if there is to be no recognition hereafter, it 
will be impossible bp us to see whether ,any 
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of our friends are saved, and so, on the prin- 
ciple of our opponents, we may be kept for- 
ever ina state of continual uncertainty and 
anxiety with regard to the eternal condition 
of those we love, and, therefore, the difficulty 
in question gives rise to a far more serious 
one. Let us, however,.consider it for a little. 

We observe, then, that the Scriptures do 
not Jeave us in doubt in reference to this 
matter, for its disclosures prove that the posi- 
tive knowledge of those who are in ruin causes 
no pain whatever to the inhabitants of heaven. 
The Savior, it grill be universally acknowl- 
edged, has certainly as much—yea, far more— 
tenderness of feeling than the most sensitive 
of his people. Thus we find him, in the days 
of his earthly ministry, weeping over the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, and lamenting their 
approaching ruin; yet Jesus is now, perfectly 
aware how many of these Jerusalem sinners 
perished in their transgressions. Indeed, he 
and the angels will forever see all who will 
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finally be lost; for we are expressly informed 
that all such are destined to be “tormented 
with fire and brimstone IN THE PRESENCE OF 
the holy angels, and IN THE PRESENCE OF the 
Lams.” Revelation xiv, 10. This knowledge, 
however, does not at all interfere with the per- 
fect felicity of the blessed Redeemer and his 
angelic hosts; and if it does not lessen the 
enjoyment of the Head, we may rest satisfied 
it will not in the slightest degree affect the 
happiness of the members of the heavenly 
household. é 

“The holy angels,” too, we have every rea- 
son to believe, once knew and most tenderly 
loved those now fallen spirits “who kept not 
their first estate,” before these latter had “left 
their own habitation.’’ All such affection for 
them has, however, long since perished, and 
the knowledge of the present sufferings of 
their former associates does not in any de- 
gree diminish the happiness or mar the joy 
of those elder spirits of eternity who, in time 
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of trial, preserved their integrity, and have, 
because thereof, been forever confirmed in holi- 
ness, and in love and loyalty to God. 

So also will it be with “the redeemed from 
among men.’ From Isaiah lxvi, 24, it would 
appear that they, too, like their divine Master 
and his holy afigels, will “look upon” the 
wicked in their final doom. Yet the sight 
of the lost in the regions of perdition will 
occasion no painful feelings in the bosoms of 
the saints, nor lessen for a moment their celes- 
tial bliss. Indeed, we find—see Revelation xvi, 
5-7; xviii, 20; and xix, 1-3—that the pun- 
ishment of the wicked, so far from causing 
pain, becomes a matter of praise. in heaven, 
an “when God avenges his servants, his 
doing so occasions both thanksgiving and re- 
joicing in the Jerusalem above. 

Though the righteous are now frequently 
associated with the ungodly in the varied re 
lationships and sympathies of a common hu- 
manity, yet all such connections are in their 
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own nature temporary, and, unless sanctified, 
cemented, and rendered perpetual by grace, 
they will all terminate with this present life. 
The saints in glory, too, will be so entirely 
conformed to God in all their views, affections, 
and desires, as to experience no unhappiness 
whatever from the absence of any with whom 
they may have been formerly connected in this 
world. We therefore fully sympathize in the 
sentiments of the following lines: 


“Fear not the prospect of the place of woe; 
It will iat mar thy bliss, nor thence shall thoughts arise 
To blunt thy sense of heavenly ecstasies; 
For in that prison-house of torment 
‘There is none but is of God the foe— 
An alien thus from thee. The ties of blood, 
And earth’s most sacred bonds, are but a twine 


Of gossamer, compared with that which binds ripe 


To Christ and all who are in him.” 
Yes, the saints are, indeed, joined together 
in a far closer than any earthly union; and, 


therefore, while we often see those who are 


connected by the closest natural ties manifests 
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ing but.a very slender regard for each’ other, 
the children of God, who realize their eternal 
union to one another in Jesus Christ, cherish 
for each other a love stronger than death, and 
exhibit such a mutual confidence and sympa- 
thy as they could not possibly manifest toward 
those who are related to them only in the 
flesh. It often happens, even in this world, 
that. the righteous are obliged to break off all 
intercourse with their ungodly friends. Grieved 
and disgusted with their sins, they can have 
no fellowship with these children of the wicked 
one.* Their very presence becomes an in- 


“Though we believe the considerations submitted in the text 
sufficient to neutralize, if not entirely remove, the objection on 
which they have been brought to bear, yet we think it right to 
submit the following extracts from Dr. Whately’s work already 
quoted, in which it will be seen that the ingenious Archbishop 
proposes to obviate the difficulty we have been considering, by 
supposing that the saints in heaven will have the power of 
entirely withdrawing their thoughts at pleasure from all sub- 
jects of a distasteful or painful nature, This distinguished 
author says, “As for the grief which ® man may be supposed 
to feel for the loss—tho total and final loss—of some who may 
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tolerable nuisance; and as they are, brought 
to long for deliverance from their society on 
earth, so they will feel no want of, and no 
desire for, their company in heaven. 





have been dear to him on earth, I have only this to remark, 
that a wise and good man in this life, in cases where it is clear 
that no good can be done by him, strives, as far as possible, to 
withdraw his thoughts from evil which he can not lessen, but 
which still,.in spite of his efforts, will often cloud his mind. 
We can not at pleasure draw off our thoughts entirely from 
painful subjects which it is in vain to think of. The power to 
do this completely, when we will, would be a great increase of 
happiness; and this power, therefore, it is reasonable to sup- 
pose, the blest will ‘possess in the world to come, and will be 
able, by an effort of the will, completely to banish and exclude 
every idea that might alloy their happiness.” (Svripture Rev- 
elations, etc., pp. 282, 283.) 
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E come nowy in this concluding part of 

our work, to consider the practical tend- 
encies and effects of the doctrine we have 
been discussing. We trust we have already 
proved to the full satisfaction of our readers 
that it is a part of the revealed truth of 
God. If, then, it can be still further shown 


to be “a doctrine according to godliness,” and 


one eminently calculated to exert an exceed- 7 


ingly salutary influence upon the hearts and 
lives of those who “receive it in faith and 
love,” such a result will not only strengthen 
the believer’s conviction of its truth, but stim- 


ulate him to the discharge of all those im- 
219 
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be _ portant duties which it is so well. calculated : 

“to enforee. - 

The tendency of error is only evil, and that 
continually. _ Truth, on ge mat- 
ter of what kind—is always good; good in 

itself, and, good in “its effects. Like the tree 

- of life, it ppodnoes, only wholesome fruit; and 

so with this truth in particular. We shall find 

_ that its fruits are all sweet, salutary, and sooth- 

: ing. There is nothing of disappointment—of 

the wormwood or the gall in its productions—_ 
= but all are eminently-calculated to quicken and 

‘ comfort, to benefit and save. And that this | 

» may be palpable to all our readers, we got . 

their attention to the following chapters. | 
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CHAPTER I. 
RECOGNITION IN HEAVEN i SOURCE OF COMFORT. 
* ? 


“ATOT lost, but. gone before,” has often been — 
the primary and almost involuntary ex- 
clamation, of; the afflicted Christian when first — ~ 

recovering from the bewilderment and shock 

which death caused, when it rudely and ruth- 

lessly snatched from him “the desire of his . 

eyes,” the child of his affections, the guide of “* 

his youth, or the friend of his confidence and 

love. - Yes, instead of being driven to despair 

by the thought of an everlasting separation— | 

which death would practically cause if there | 

were to be no future recognition—the believer 

is enabled to contemplate the body’s disso- , 

lution as effecting, in the case. of the pious, 

but a temporary loss of | Beery > a8 
* but interrupting, for @ little, an intimacy which 

is destined ta, be dare is and perpenseian for- 
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ever ; as only the suspension of a fellowship 
which will, probably, just because of such sus- 
pension, be eventually all the closer in that 
brighter world, where sorrow is unknown and 
separation can never come. “ - 

In this present ‘life it frequently happens 
that those most attached agree for a time ‘to 
part,. when. such separation is caleulated to 
promote the temporal interests of the parties 
concerned. How often, for instance, do we 
see parents willing to surrender the most 
promising of their children, and even assist- 
ing them to go to some far distant land, in 
the mere hope that there, perhaps, they may 


amiass such wealth as will enable them to as- 


sume and maintain an honorable position in 
society, or return, perchance, after many years | 
of vigorous exertion, to bless and comfort 


' their parents in the evening of life. This ex- 


pectation of ultimate reunion upon earth, often 
fondly cherished, has. frequently been sadly 
blighted, and the homes and hearts of parents, 


BLIGHTED HOPES. 228 % 
instead of being gladdened by the return of 
these children of their hopes, have often been 
filled with sorrow by the tidings of their mis- 
fortunes or of their death. But no such dis- 
appointment awaits the believer who expects 
to meet his sainted relatives in “the better 
land.” His is a hope which “maketh not 
ashamed,’ and one which will eventually be 
realized in the. “joy unspeakable and full of 
glory;” for this blessed truth of recognition 
assures him that he will yet be restored to 
the embraces of their affection, that he will 
yet join them in their songs of heavenly 
thanksgiving, and that ToguTHER they will yet 
bask forever in the sunshine of the Almighty’s 
love. 

Such a hope, too, may also convey a lesson 
of resignation and submission, as well as of 
comfort, to the afflicted saint. If he have a 
well-grounded assurance that his beloved ones 
who are gone, are gone to be with Christ, 
then “it is far better” with them now than 
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ever it could have been on earth. They, un-. 





like the earthly emigrant, have run no haz- 

ard, and are exposed to no future risk. They 

are now safe within the veil; delivered from. 

all sin and suffering, they know no want. 

: Their happiness and honor are secure. In- 
stead of having gone from home, they are 

gone to home. They now find that they have. 

far more and better friends in heayen than 

ever they possessed here. The major part of 

the family has already entered the paternal 

= mansions, and those that still remain will, in 

“ys a few short years, be also there. 

4 : 20, then, ye bereaved ones, why do you still 
_ mourn? Will you continue to weep as ye 

* ¢hink of the glory of your departed saints?. 

Do you envy them their fellowship with Christ 

and ‘their communion with his ransomed hosts? 

You would not, if you could, bring them back 

to earth. To gratify your selfishness, you _ 
would not wish them to descend from their — 
thrones of peerless dignity, and waite , 
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to their former ills. You would not ask them 
to exchange their heavenly coronets for earthly _ 
cares, nor desire them to throw away their 
palms of victory even to engage in the con- 
flicts of the faith? You surely do not grudge 
them their everlasting kingdom and imperish- 
able renown? ‘They are now kings and priests 
unto the Father, and associated with those 
princes of creation who are nearest to the 
throne and heart of God; and you would not, 
though you could, involve them in their former’ 
privations, and sufferings, and sins? O, no! . 
They have now reached home, and be content 
to leave them in their Father’s house, with its . 
many mansions, its happy inmates, and un- 
~ ending joys; for you, too, will ere long be 
- permitted to join them, and with them be for- 
ever safely “housed in heaven.” ee 
Yes, a few more sorrows and a few more 
1 sighs, and joy unspeakable will be yours, A 
i + more broken bonds and blighted hopes, 
ty 


your heavenly expectations will all be 
15 
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realized; ye’, your most sanguine anticipa- 
tions will be far surpassed. A few more»cold 
looks and harsher words, from worldly men, 
and you will forever enjoy the unfailing sym- 
pathies and unbroken society of your friends 
in heaven. OQ, then, faint not, fear not, for 
all will yet be well! Jesus himself is now 
with you, and will never leave you till he 
takes you to the promised country, and con- 


"> way on earth may now be dark, and your 


_ prospects dimmer still; but the mists will soon 


be scattered, and the brightness of heaven 
dawn. 0, then, proceed rejoicing, and dread 
no ill! There is no fear of disappointment 


“ 


* fers on you the unfading glory. True, your 


é : 
in your case, as there is with regard to the | 


emigrant’s return; for the anchor of your 


hope my i cast within the vail, the tye 
of your aith is even now fastened upon Jesus; 


_ and, as the clouds of unbelief do gradua 


disperse, you catch glitupses of the better 
country, and, as it were, descry the battle- 
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ments of the heavenly city. Though, for a 


time, you may be beaten by the storms and 


tossed upon the billows of life’s troubled ocean, 


yet, guided by the Srar of Bethlehem, or 


gladdened by the Sun of righteousness him- 


self, you will survive them all, till, at length, 


entering in triumph the desired haven, you 


will be restored to your beloved ones who are 


there before you, and, along with them, par- | 


ticipate forever in the full fruition of the Tri- © 
une God. og 


“A few short years of evil past, 
We'll reach the happy shore, 


Where death-divided friends at last ™ 
Shall meet, to part no more.” * 
* - 
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CHAPTER II. 
OUR FRIENDS IN HELL. 


UR friends in hell! What an awful thought! 
yet one not more terrible than true; for 
who of us can say that all owr relatives have 
been saints, and that we have had no friends 
but such as were also the friends of Christ? 
Our friends in hell, and mutual recogni- 
tion there! The very idea of such a con- 
dition is positively agonizing; for our minds 
revoli—we shudder at the possibility of those 
we love rolling and writhing perpetually in 
that lake of burning agony, where all the un- 
converted must forever be! But though an 
indescribably_ painful subject, it may, notwith- 
standing, be one most profitable to consider; 
for while we may have many friends in heaven, 
yet it is possible we may not only have some 
im hell, but some also who are going there— 
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yea, who at present are only fit to be there. 
It is for the sake, then, not of the dead, but 
of the living, that we would direct attention 
for a little to this dreadful theme—and in 
doing so we shall only be following the ex- 
ample of Christ himself. 

It is a remarkable circumstance, that, of all 
“the teachers sent from God,’ none were 
wont to dwell so much on the torments of 
the lost, as the meek and merciful Redeemer. 
Instead of prophesying “smooth things,’ and 
saying, like the great murderer of our race, 
“Ve shall not surely die,’ the tender-hearted 
Jesus talks most of “the worm that never 
dies,’ and of “the fire that never shall be 
quenched.” So far from countenancing a 
sickly ‘sentimentalism, or approving of any» 
morbid delicacy on .a subject so momentous 
and awful, he who yearned most for the sin- 
ner’s salvation is remarkable for using what 
some would style the harshest language in 
the whole Bible. 
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Tnexpressibly gentle as he was, Messiah on 


befitting occasions did not shrink from imter- 
rogating his hearers thus: “Ye serpents, ye 
generation of vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell?” Matthew xxiii, 33. And 
why did “the meek and lowly One” so act? 
Just from purest love to the souls of men. 
He well knew that no description, however 
awful, could equal the terrible reality; but so 
far as language was sufficient, he employed 
it to depict the horrors of condemnation, in 
order to induce men to make sure of his 
great salvation, before life was ended and 
their eternity was begun. 

Yes, He who in earlier times had —" 
his inspired servant to ask, “Who among us 
shall dwell with the devouring fire? Who 
among us shall dwell with everlasting burn- 
ings 2”—Isaiah xxxiii, 14—did in the days of 
his own earthly ministry expatiate on the ago- 
nies of the ruined soul, that thus, if possible, 
he might rouse men from their spiritual tor- 
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por, and save them from that “fiery indigna- 
tion” which “shall devour” the impenitent in 
the world to come. 

Let us, then, imitate the example of our 
great Teacher, for the whole truth in this 
matter is the truest mercy; and though we 
can not now rescue those of our friends 
already. in the regions of perdition, let us 
try to save all who yet survive from going 
there. 

Reader, we suppose you to be a Chris- 
tian—that is, a Christ-like person—one who 
has been made a partaker of the spirit and 
grace of the Lord Jesus. If so, like your 
divine Master, you are going about “doing 
good’’—you are, in fact, Christ’s witness and 
Christ’s advocate in the world. Are you such, 4 
however, in the family? 

We have known many disciples of Jesus, 
more willing to speak of him and work for 
him abroad than at home—more ready to rec- 
ommend him.to strangers than to either 

% 
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and friends. A false delicacy and insurmount- 
able shame have made them “speechless” in 
the domestic circle or in the private room. 
Devoted follower of the Savior, it should not, 
it “must not be so with you. Are you pre- 
pared to allow the objects of your tenderest 
affection to go down to ruin, unheeded, un- 
warned, unprayed for? Recollect, if they are 
to be with you in heaven, they must be united 
to you in Christ on earth, else prepare for 
an everlasting separation. Are you, then, 
willing to surrender them to Satan without 
an effort and without a prayer? OQ, how pain- 
ful, on hearing that some godless friend has 
died, to be forced by conscience to reflect 
or say, “We lived long together, and yet I 
never spoke a word to him of Christ and his 
redemption; I never pointed him to heaven, 
or warned him to flee from hell.” 

Recipient of the great salvation, arouse your- 
self from your spiritual torpor, and hence- 
forth become a fireside missionary of the cross. 
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Are you united to some beloved one in the 
closest bonds of earthly union? O, then, be 
not ashamed to press upon the partner of 
your joys and sorrows the glorious Gospel, 
and rest not till you both become “heirs to- 
gether of the grace of life.” Are you 4 
parent? Like the great apostle, “travail in 
birth” for your: ‘little children” till Christ 
be formed in them the hope of glory. Are 
you a brother or a sister? Wrestle for the 


redemption of those who have lain in the same 


_ womb, and shared with you the same parental 


guardianship and love; and cease not till you 
all have become partakers of the same grace, 
and children of the same God. Are you a 
servant in the family? See that you recom- 
mend your heavenly Master to all the house- 
hold by your fidelity, obedience, humility, and 


love; and thus you will be “a living epistle” 


of the Savior, in which his character may be 
read and his religion admired by all around. 


Believer in Jesus Christ, we implore you 


ot 


x . -: | - é 
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oe 
to do as we have said; for, from the’ Scrip-* 


ture disclosures regarding Dives, the kings o 
Babylon, of Egypt, and Assyria, and their ru- 
ined associates, brought before us in the first 
part of this treatise, we have learned that 
there will be recognition in HELL as well as 
in heaven. While, then, the doctrine of fu- 
ture recognition is full of blessed consolation 
to the afflicted believer, it is surcharged with 
the most solemn warnings and awful forebod- 
ings to the unconverted, sinner. 7 
Like the mysterious cloud which led the. 
Israelites through the wilderness, it has a 
dark as well as a bright side. And if the 
heavenly recognition be associated with joy 
unutterable, mutual recognition among the lost» 
will be accompanied with shame, and horror, 
and despair. Not only will memory, with 
increased and undying energy, resume its func- 
tions, and conscience, awakened from its slum- 
bers, arise with giant power to lash its victims 
and avenge its God, but, next to the outpoured 
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vials of the Almighty’s wrath, the horrid com- 
panionship of Pandemonium will form the most 
terrible element of suffering in that place of 
wretchedness where the Christless shall for- 
ever dwell. 
We know that many a child of adversity 
can be comparatively happy so long as he 
is able to hide his misfortunes from others. 
But nothing is so intolerable as the thought 
of being discovered by those who may have 
known him in the days of his prosperity and 
-honor. And so will it be with the lost. To 
dwell wnknown in hell, would, if possible, be 
deemed a privilege; but the inflexible require- 
ments of a righteous jurisprudence forbid it. 
It can not and-shall not be. The wicked must 
meet and recognize one another as the au- 
thors or victims of their earthly ungodliness, 
and confront each other as former associates 
in crime. Jesus, our Judge, accordingly de- 
clares that the ungodly will not be cast singly 
or alone “into the “furnace of fire;” for, in 


‘ 
- 
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Matthew xiii, 30, 49, 50, he assures us*that, 
“at the end of the world,” he will command 
his angel-reapers to “bind them IN BUNDLES 
to burn them.” “In bundles,’ therefore, or 
in the society of one another, will they be 
hurled into the world of horrors. ‘. 

Yes, the seducer and his victim, the prompter 
and the perpetrator of iniquity, will both be 
there, that, by their mutual recriminations, they 
may be the everlasting tormentors of one an- 
other in the realms of»woe. The tyrant, too, 
who,-in this life, has trampled on the rights 
and liberties of his fellows, must be prepared 
to encounter their execrations and reproaches 
in the place of torment. The plunderer of 
nations and murderer of “many peoples,” who, 
in order,to gratify his ambition and aggrand- 
ize himself, has traded in human butchery and 
rioted on the miseries of mankind, regardless 
alike of the woes or well-being of a world, 
“will eventually find that, by doing so, he has 
just been preparing for himself millions of 
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accusers and tormentors against the wrath to 
come. * 

So, also, the proud voluptuary or haughty 
lordling will “gnash his teeth” and “ gnaw 
his tongue” with pain, when, in utter aston: 
R ishment, he finds himself thrust down among 
the vilest characters in hell; while his sur- 
prise and agony will be mightily increased 
when, from his prison-house of torment, he be- 
holds, “afar off” in glory, many like Lazarus, 
whom, in the days of his flesh, he despised, 
trampled on,,and spurned as his most con- 
temptible vassals and slaves, but who, in real- 
ity, were rich in faith and heirs of the heavenly 
kingdom. The men of deceit, also, whether 
they veiled their hypocrisy under the garb of 
worldly prudence or religious profession, will 
find that their duplicity was supreme folly, and 
that by their frauds, whether of a secular or 
sacred character, they were just cheating them- 
selves out of their own salvation,and preparing 


scorpions to torment them throughout the eter- 
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nity to come, where the presence of their vic- 

tims must be a goad to their remorse. 
Husbands and wives, parents and children, 

will then be found upbraiding one another 


‘with being the authors of each other’s ruin. 


They will then not only regret, but complain, 
that religion was unknown, or even positively 
ridiculed and denounced, in the domestic circle. 
The want of a religious education and exam- 
ple, if not the positive inculcation of error 
and practice of iniquity, will then be felt to 
be evils without a remedy, and give rise to 
reproaches without end. Thus the passions of 
the lost let loose will riot unrestrained in every 
heart, and, burning with a fury hotter than 
the “fire unquenchable,” will, with terrible re- 
criminations, overwhelm the wretched inhabit- 
ants of hell; while they accuse and torment 
one another as the authors of their present 
sufferings and former sins. 

The dread of such fearful upbraidings ap- 
pears to have prompted the request of the 
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rich man, when he said to Abraham, “Send 
Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have five 


brethren, that he may testify to them lest they _ 


also come into this place of torment.” Now, 
we have no reason to believe that it was any 
feeling of compassion or desire for the salva- 
tion of his brethren that prompted such a 
prayer. Such feelings of benevolence dwell 
not in the bosoms of the lost. Love reigns 
in heaven, but has no dwelling-place in hell. 
The real motive which seems to have actu- 
ated Dives was a feeling of dread. He ap- 
pears to have shrunk from the very thought 
of meeting his brethren with the greatest hor- 
ror. By his riches he may have corrupted, 
or by his example and influence encouraged 
them to sin, and, therefore, he knew that they 
might justly charge him with their ruin, and 
thus, by their endless reproaches, increase at 


least his mental agony, if not aggravate also 


: 


his bodily pain. 
Reader, would you be saved from such a 
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fearful fellowship as that described? Make 
sure, then, of your UNION To JESUS CHRIST. 
Out of him you will be lost; in him you are 
safe forever. In a previous part of this chap- 
ter we addressed you as a believer, and urged 


~ yousto be busy for the salvation of your 


friends. Perhaps, however, in taking your 
Christianity for granted, we assumed too much. 
“O, it is no small matter to be a Christian! 
A CHRISTIAN IS A DIVINE CREATION. He is 
God’s own workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works. (Ephesians ii, 10.) 
Omnipotence alone can form a saint. 

Give, then, all “diligence” to make your call- 
ing and election sure. Remember who hath 
said, “ Ye Must de BORN AGAIN” —John iii, 7— 
and “without ME ye can do nothing”—John 
xv, 5. QO, then, cast yourself upon the Savior! 
Believe and live. Rest not tell you know that 
you “have passed from death unto: life,” and 
become “A NEW CREATURE” in Jesus Christ— 
see 1 John iii, 14, and 2 Corinthians v, 17— 

- ™® 
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for unless you “be converted,’ and become 
docile, humble, and gentle as a little child, you 
will never enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
(Matthew xviii, 3.) Except you repent, you 
will perish. (Luke xiii, 3.) Wethout HOLINESS 
no man shall see the Lord. (Hebrews xii, 14.) 
“Tf-any man have not THE sPIRIT of Christ, 
he is none of his.’ Romans viii, 9. These 
are weighty words—among the weightiest ever 
uttered by the Holy Ghost. Reader, ponder 
them, pray over them, till you become.a per- 
sonal recipient of that holiness and spirit they 
require; for be assured that, in a very short 
time, it will be your unchanging portion either 
to join in the hosannas of the ransomed, or 
to mingle in the hagings of the damned. 


‘s 


. 
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CHAPTER ITIl. 


HEAVENLY RECOGNITION IN REFERENCE TO THE 
SELECTION OF FRIENDS AND THE FORMA- 
Be rm TION OF THE NUPTIAL UNION. 
a . 


HE subject of which we have been treating 
should deeply impress us with the import- 


“ance of forming and cultivating only Chris- 


tian friendships. Man, as already remarked, 


“is constitutionally a social being, and he can 


not’ dwell alone. He must have companions. 
Both his happiness and his character, however, 
depend much on his associates. We are crea- 
tures of imitation, and we almost instinctively 
and unconsciously imbibe the views and feel- 
ings of our friends. It is, then, essential to 
our spiritual and eternal well-being that the 
intimacies of friendship should be contracted 
only with the saints, who are “the excellent 


of the earth.” ‘Keep not company with the 
e 


“> 
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wicked”—Proverbs xxiii, 19, marginal read- 
ing—is the dictate of prudence as well as of 
piety; and he who would escape the contami- 
nations of evil company will, with David, say, 
“Gather not my soul with sinners”+Psalm 
xxvi, 9—-for he is convinced that “the’ com- 
panion of fools shall be destroyed” —Proverbs 
xiii, 20—and knows that “blessed is the man 
that walketh not in the counsel of the t 


godly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful.” r 
The child of God can have no true fellow- 
ship with the children of this world, and, he 
so lives as to be enabled to say, “I am a 
companion of all them that fear thee, and of 
them that keep thy precepts.” Psalm cxix, 
63. If, then, we desire that the companion- 
ships of time should be perpetuated throughout 
eternity, we will enter into bonds of friendship 
only with those who are the children of the 
covenant and heirs of the kingdom of God. 
If we, in reality, feel that we are “strangers 


% 


+ 
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: 
and pilgrims” upon earth, we shall choose as 
our fellow-travelers through life those who are 
“asking the way to Zion with their faces thith- 
erward; so that, as we proceed on our journey, 
we may ‘refresh and encourage one another 
by talking of the grace that sustains and of 
the hope which cheers us—of the house of our 

- and our friends who are there before 
us—and of the heavenly welcome and the 
weight of glory prepared for us when our own 
pilgrimage is ended and eur eternity has begun. 

It was under the deep conviction of the im- 
portance of such a course of conduct that 
the sainted Baxter wrote: “Happy the man 
that hath heavenly associates, if he hath but 
a heart to know his happiness, This is he 
that will be blowing at the spark of thy spirit- 
ual life, and always driving thy soul to God. 

If thou come to this man’s house, and sit at 
his table, he will feast thy soul with the dain- 
ties of heaven. If thou travel with this man 


on the way, he will be directing and quicken- 
4 
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ing thee on thy journey to heaven. If thou 
be buying, or selling, or trading with him in 
the world, he will be counseling thee to lay 
out for the inestimable treasure. If thou wrong 
him, he can pardon thee. If thou be‘angry, he 
is meek, considering the meekness of his heay- 
enly Pattern; or if he fall out with thee, he 
is soon reconciled when he remembereth that 
in heaven you must be everlasting friends.” 
This heavenly minded author elsewhere also 
declares: “I must confess, as the experietice 
of my own soul, that the expectation of loving 
my friends in heaven principally kindles_ my 
love to them on earth. If I thought I should 
never know them, and consequently never love 
them, after this life is ended, I should in 
reason number them with temporal things, and 
love them as such, at the same time allowing 
for the excellent nature of grace; but I now 
delightfully converse with my pious friends in 
a firm persuasion that I shall converse with 


them forever; and I take comfort in those of 
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them who are dead or absent, as inating I 
shall shortly meet them in heaven; and I love 
them with a heavenly love, as the heirs of 
heaven, even with a love which shall there be 
perfected’ and forever exercised.” 

This expectation of perpetuated friendship 
‘in heaven should then exert an important in- 
finencé on the formation of all our connec- 
tions on earth, and should prevent us holding 
any close or ummecessary intercourse with the 
children of this world. The Bible uniformly 
teaches the members of the Divine family to 
look upon themselves as a “peculiar people,” 
who have views, sympathies, and prospects 
essentially their own, and who are especially to 
guard against forming any relationship which 
might subject them to such influences as would 
injure their Christian character, mar their use- ~ 
fulness, or retard their growth in grace. * 

On this subject the inspired oracles utter 
no equivocal command; for with more than 
the authority of an imperial edict they pro- 
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claim to all the subjects of the heavenly King, 
“BE YE NOT UNEQUALLY YOKED TOGETHER WITH 
UNBELIEVERS; for what fellowship hath right- 
eousness with unrighteousness? and what com- 
munion hath light with darkness? and what 


concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part” 


hath he that believeth with an infidel? and 


what agreement hath the temple of God with 


idols? for ye are the temple of the living 


God. Wherefore, coME OUT FROM AMONG THEM, 


AND BE YE SEPARATE, SAITH THE Lorp, and 
touch not the unclean thing; and I will re- 
ceive you, and will be a Father unto you, and 
ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty.” 2 Corinthians vi, 14-18, 
The above mandate applies with peculiar 


force to those’ who are contemplating the for- 


P kwtion of the closest of all earthly alliances— 


THE NUPTIAL UNION. 
- 


It is a melancholy fact that multitudes ap- 


pear to treat, either with levity or utter dis- 
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regard, the most peremptory injungtions of 
Jehovah upon this subject. The command of 
God to his people is, that they marry “oNLY 
iw tar Lorp.” 1 Corinthians vii, 39. The: 
Almighty has been pleased to select marriage 
as the consecrated emblem of that vital and 
mystical union which exists betwixt the Savior 
and his saints, and he desires that the ordi- 
nance should be adorned and sanctified by the 
graces’ of those who enter it, and whom it is 
especially designed to bless. Yet this closest 
‘connection in life is often rushed into with a 
recklessness which, but for its frequency, would 
be astonishing, and which must ever be most 
humiliating to every truly devoted minds The 
violence of spassion, the caprice of fancy, false 
ideas of worldly respectability, or the most sor- 
did and groveling considerations, have be 2 
allowed to stifle the voice of conscience, over- 
bear the convictions of duty, and trample upon 
the command of God. 


We are quite aware that many try to gloss 
. 
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over such glaring inconsistency of conduct, 
under the hypocritical pretense or dangerous 
delusion of becoming the instruments of sav- 
ingly converting the object of their regard. 
Such, however, must surely have forgotten that 
conversion is the work of God, and that he 
effects it only by legitimate means. For the 
accomplishment of such an object, then, we 
are not to act upon the Jesuitical principle of 
“doing evil that good may come.” Jehovah, 
in the production of the great change referred 
to, acknowledges only such efforts as are based. 
on Scriptural principles, and are made in con- © 
formity with his word. He will, consequently, 
bless compromise nor sanctify any proceed- 
Seti of his law. 
Accordingly, we find that it is a well-estab- 
"lished fact, that all such unhallowed “yokings” 
have ended in miserable disappointment. In- 
stead of the worldling being converted, the her- 
etical evangelized, or the profligate reclaimed, 
the Christianity of the other party has fear- 
» 
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fully suffered, even where it has not entirely 
disappeared. A short time is, in general, suf- 
ficient to prove that those sanguine compromis- 
ers of truth and duty, so far from converting 
others, have brought their own spiritual well- 
being into serious jeopardy. Worldly pru- 
dence has supplanted Christian zeal. Former 
professions and determinations are forgotten. 
Prayer, if observed at all, has become the 
merest formality, and duty is felt to be a bur- 
den. In a word, those who were once the 
objects of high Christian hope have given rise 
to saintly lamentation; for they have not only 
tampered with principle and compromised truth, 
but have become cold, and calculating, and cun- 
ning. Instead of following the Lord “ fully,” 
and living by faith, they are now the victims 
of an all-pervading earthliness, and walk by” 
sight. The breath of worldliness” from the very 
bosom of tlie domestic circle has completely 
blighted the graces formerly budding in the 


soul, and the deadliest enemy of individual 
_ 
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and family piety is, too late, discovered to be 
the very one who sits at the hearth and pre- 
sides over the household. 
But the evil does not end even here. Such 
ungodly unions not only prevent the growth 
of personal religion, but they render it almost 
impossible to “train up” children “in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord.” They also 
bring religious families into dangerous alliance 
with those of an opposite description, and thus 
subject whole connections to the most injurious 
influences. With regard to all such, God says 
to his people, “Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate.” But a religious pro- 
fessor, by one false step in the matter we are 
considering, gives a fearful emphasis to the 
truth, that “one sinner destroyeth much good.” 
“Ecclesiasties ix, 18. He does an immensity 
of harm by commingling, so far as he can, the 
righteous and the wicked, and by effacing those 
lines of demarkation which should exist be- 
twixt the Church and the world. Besides, he 
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terness, of which, even in this world, if he be 
one of the children of the family, his heay- 
enly Father, in very faithfulness and mercy, 
will cause him eventually to drink. 

Yes, all such inconsistent disciples, as in 
this matter they have “sown to the flesh,” so 
also “of the flesh” will they “reap corrup- 
tion.” Even the worldly advantages expected 
from such unions have rarely been realized. 
The prospects of the parties, in other respects, 
have been blighted, their prayers hindered, and 
their peace destroyed. But the most painful 
consideration connected with it is, that such a 
union must- end in an everlasting separation. 
The parties were never joined together by the 
‘spirit and grace of Christ; they can not, and 
shall not, therefore, be heirs together of his 
glory in the world to come. ‘ 

The frequeney with which this subject is 
referred to in the Bible proves its importance. 
There we learn that it was because the sons 
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of God intermarried with the daughters of 
men that a deluge of wrath was sent which 
swept them all away. The Jewish people— 
the appointed representatives of the true Israel 
throughout all generations—were not only ex- 
pressly forbidden to intermarry with any of 
the idolatrous nations, but when, on one oc- 
easion, they had violated the Divine injunc- 
tion, they were compelled to put away their 
idolatrous wives with their children, that the 
Church of God, by such forbidden alliances, 
might not be defiled. (See Ezra x, 3-17, and 
Nehemiah xiii, 23-30.) Now, the word of the 
Lord continueth the same for all generations, 
and what was binding on the Jews in this 
respect is no less obligatory on us Gentiles. 
We are not, indeed, to be understood as* 
despising the dictates of prudence in this mat- 
ter. We are quite willing to admit that other 
considerations besides those of Christian char- 
acter must be taken into account in the for- 


mation of a union, the happiness of which so 
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much depends on a similarity of tastes, views, 
feelings, condition of life, and other circum- 
stances which it would be madness to disre- 
gard. We have, therefore, no idea—under the 
guise of a specious sanctity—of teaching that 
religion is the only thing to be thought of at 
such ‘a crisis, and that, if 7 be secured, the 
intelligence of the scholar may be wedded to 
the ignorance and stupidity of the boor—the 
accomplishments of the refined to the yvulgari- 
ties of the uneducated—and the buoyancy of 
youth or vigor of manhood to the ‘infirmities 
of.age. By no means. All that we plead for — 
is, that piety be deemed essential, that its 
claims be considered supreme, and that, assign- 
ing it no subordinate or secondary place, we 
‘respect in this proceeding, as in all others, 
the Divine injunction, “Seek rirst the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness,” convinced 
that if we do so “all other things shall be 
added” unto us. 


The paramount importance of the religious 


es | THE CHIEF CONCERN. 255 


element to the right formation and proper im- 
provement of the marriage relation, will be still 
more apparent when we consider the import- 
ant interests at stake. The welfare of the 
parties united is deeply involved. It is’ at 
.once the duty and privilege of husband and . 
wife to live as “heirs together of the grace 
of life,” to be the daily promoters of each 
other’s personal holiness and spiritual joy, and 
thus help each other onward to immortal glory. 
But, unless they are truly pious, such a course 
is impossible, and that intimacy, interchange, 
and tenderness of affection, on which the hap- 
piness of conjugal life so much depends, can 
not possibly be enjoyed. 

Religion, too, is necessary for the due regu- 
lation of the affections, the government of the 
temper, and the proper management of the 
entire household. It alone will qualify either 
the heads or members of the family for the 
right discharge of their respective duties, or 
enable them to “bear one another’s burdens, 
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and so fulfill the law of Christ.” And ‘should 
the storms of adversity beat upon them, sick- 
ness invade their dwelling, or death snatch 
from the parents the objects of their love, the | 
aids and consolations of a mutual piety will 
_ prove their strongest support in the hour of . 
their deepest despondency and distress. + 
_ When, too, at length, they themselves are 
called upon to part, the terrors of death will be 
vanquished by the power of faith; while, cheered 
by the “hope which maketh not ashamed,” 
they will feel that ‘the decease about to be 
accomplished” is but a departure for the family 
mansion in the heavenly home, and that, ‘when 
a few short years are over, or a few more 
months are gone, they, being ONE IN CuRIST, 
ill again be one in fellowship, in that land 
of uprightness where the spirits of the ran- 
somed shall forever dwell. - 
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CHAPTER IV. 


THE HOPE OF HEAVENLY RECOGNITION AN IN- 
CENTIVE TO THE CULTIVATION OF HEAV- 
ENLY-MINDEDNESS. 

HE doctrine of the saints’ mutual recogni- 

tion hereafter is eminently calculated to 
wean the believer from this world, and to con- 
centrate his thoughts upon “the hope which 
is laid up for him in heaven.” Since he was 
born of God, he has experienced but little 
sympathy from his former friends. Harth-born 
in their nature, and worldly in their desires, 
they have generally been more inclined to de- 
spise him as a hypocrite, or pity him as a 
fool, than make him a companion; while he, 
on the other hand, has been well pleased to 
be rid of their society, in order that he might 
be able to meditate “without distraction” upon 
the things of the vais Some. cultivate the life 

ii 
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of God in his soul, and mature his prepare: 
tion for heaven. 

His earthly ties have been broken, and, left 
well-nigh alone below, his thoughts are natu- 
rally directed to his friends and future asso- 
ciates above. He feels that, through his union 
to Jesus, the Head, he has also become united 
to all the members of his glorified body. 
Therefore does he love to think of those kin- 
dred spirits, his future companions in the 
skies, and to meditate on their present con- 
dition, their progressive attainments, and their 
unending joys. But all such heavenly mus- 
ings would be vain if the doctrine of mutual 
recognition were untrue; for, in such a case, 
we could never expect to know those sainted 
ones who are already with the Lord. Mutual 
communion in the Church triumphant would 
thus be impossible; and like the stranger who, 
in a mighty city, knows no one, the believer 
in heaven, though surrounded by millions, 
would be the subject of the most chilling and 
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depressing loneliness. The new Jerusalem, for 
all social purposes, would be to him a living 
solitude, devoid of all those warm and gush- 
ing sympathies which so cheer and hallow, so 
bless and beautify a home. 

, Nay, we believe that those who deny the 
doctrine of future recognition will find it im- 
possible to give any valid reason for believing 
that the saints hereafter will know the Savior 
himself. The same faculties will certainly be 
necessary to recognize the man Christ Jesus, 
as will be required for the recognition of his 
saints; and the powers which will enable us 
to individualize the Elder Brother will also en- 
able us to distinguish the several members of 
his glorified household. This doctrine of mu- 
tual recognition furnishes the believer with the 
strongest inducements to set his affections 
upon “the things which are above,’ and to 
have his conversation and citizenship in heaven; 
for it assures him that, when he enters heaven, 


he will become personally acquainted with the 
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Savior and his saints. Heaven, therefore, in- 
stead of. being a land of strangers, will be 
the home of his warmest affections—the longed- 
for dwelling-place of his sainted and dearest 
friends. 

And thus it is that he loves even now to 
think much of that “goodly land.” Like the 
heir to a kingdom who has been called to his 
inheritance, and who is on his way from a far 
country to take possession of his throne, the 
believer who feels himself to be the heir of 
God and a joint-heir with Christ, does not 
allow himself to be engrossed with the inci- 
dents of the wilderness,.or to be unduly 
moved by the annoyances of the road. His 
course is homeward—his hope is within the 
yail—his conversation is in heayen—his fel- 
lowship with the saints above. He is looking 
up and looking out for Jesus; he is longing 
for the embraces of his saints; he is thinking 
of the beatific vision—of the heavenly wel- 
come—of the celestial mansions—of the blessed 
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enthronization—of the angelic ministrations— 
of the undefiled inheritance—of the ,united 
worship—of the unbroken fellowship—of the 
delightful services—of the unfading diadem— 
of the everlasting reign and imperishable re- 
nown. 

And as he thinks of these and such like 
“heavenly things,’ he is not only prepared, 
in a transport of joyous hope, to address God, 
saying, “I shall behold thy face in righteous-. 
ness, I shall be satisfied when I awake with 
thy likeness;” but, bounding over the brief 
interval which separates him from the skies, 
he feels, with the great apostle, as already 
“come unto Mount Zion, the city of the living 
God”—as already within “the general assem- 
bly and Church of the first-born” above. 


— 
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CHAPTER VY. 


THE PROSPECT OF RECOGNITION AND COMPANION- 
SHIP IN HEAVEN CONDUCIVE TO MUTUAL 
FORBEARANCE AMONG CHRISTIANS 
ON EARTH. 


HE important topic which we have been dis- 
cussing, when rightly improved, will cause 
those who are “brethren in the Lord” to be 
careful to cherish toward each other feelings of 
mutual forbearance and tenderest love. “ See 
that ye fall not out by the way,’ was the ad- 
monition of Joseph to his brethren, when they 
were about to depart for the earthly Canaan; 
and such, too, is a most appropriate advice 
for all to follow who are traveling together te 
the heayenly land. 
We are told that “cuarrry is the bond of 
perfectness,” and that ‘Love is the fulfilling 


of the law.” Colossians iii, 14; Romans xiii, 
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10. Nothing, therefore, can be a greater bar- 
rier to the progress of either personal or family 
piety than bickerings among Christian families 
or friends. The Author of Christianity is pre- 
eminently a God of love, and it is naturally 
expected that those who profess to be his spir- 
itual offspring should prove their divine lineage 
by exhibiting in their lives this distinguishing 
feature of their Father’s character. “Behold 
how these Christians love one another,” was 
the common. remark of the heathen, as they 
scrutinized the every-day life of the primitive 
disciples.. And the men who would have stood 
unmoved by all the eloquence, and uncon- 
vinced by all the arguments which were used, 
were won by the heavenly charity these be- 
lievers manifested—they were conquered by 
their LOVE. : 

What proved so mighty then would, if simi- 
larly manifested, be equally potent still. Let 
the members of the Church and the inmates 
of the household but adopt and act upon the 
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motto, “FoRBEARING ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE,” 
and both the Church and the family will soon 
present a very different aspect to the world. 
O, how unseemly for the members of Christ, 
who are also “members one of another,’ to 
‘be warring against and worrying each other! 
How painful it is to behold the joint-heirs of 
Jesus Christ, as they travel toward their in- 
heritance, indulging in mutual bickerings and 
strifes; and that, too, not about “the pur- 
chased possession” itself, but regarding some 
despicable bauble which they unhappily have 
stumbled on in the wilderness, or because of 
some trifling incident which has occurred upon 
the road. O, will they never learn to have 
compassion the one on the other, and, because 
of mutual frailties, to bear one another’s bur- 
dens—yea, to “be kindly affectioned one to 
another with brotherly love, in honor prefer- 
ring one another?’ Romans xii, 10. 

Surely the precious truth we have in this 
treatise been considering, should lead to the 


‘ t , 


we. 
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exercise of long-suffering and mutual forbear- 
ance. Will those, then, who expect to pass 
an eternity of love together quarrel in time? 
There will be an unbroken harmony and ever- 
increasing affection in the heavenly mansions. 
Why should there be any jarring in the earthly 
home? There will be perfect unity and peace 
at the end of the journey. Why should there 
be any discord or misunderstandings by the 
way? Yet,alas! there are many who, by their 
actions, practically say, “Though our heavenly 
Father has all our lives long been bearing with 
us, we are determined not to bear ‘with each 
other.” If so, we must, in faithfulness, tell 
them that they had better lay aside all pre- 
tensions to be God’s children, and openly re- 
nounce the Christianity they profane. Their 
supposed discipleship is a delusion, and their 
profession of piety excites only mockery and 
scorn. 

Let such listen to the language of the Holy 


Ghost, as he declares: “He that loveth not, 
re 
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knoweth not God; for God is love.’ 1 John 
iv, 8. And he adds, “If a man say, I love’ 
God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for 
he that loveth not his brother, whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God, whom he hath not 
seen?” 1 John iv, 20. ‘Whosoever hateth 
his brother is a murderer: and ye know that 
no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.” 
1 Johniii, 15. “And this commandment have 
we from him, That he who loveth God, love 
his brother also.” 1 John iv, 21. 

While in the body we shall all—to a greater 
or less extent—be encompassed with infirmi- 
ties, and, consequently, shall require to culti- 
vate a spirit of mutual forbearance, and to 
exercise toward each other that “cHarrry”’ 
which is “not easily provoked, and thinketh no 
evil,” but which “suffereth long, and is kind;” 
yea, which “beareth all things,” and “never 
faileth.” Such hallowed dispositions would be 
greatly promoted and strengthened if we were 
now to regard each other as redeemed by the 
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same blood—as partakers of the same Holy 
Spirit—as members of the same mystical body— 
as heirs of the same heavenly glory—and as 
children of the same reconciled God. 

If we experienced, in all their soul-subduing 
and sanctifying power, those gracious affections 
referred to, we could not feel at liberty to look 
coldly on those whom our heavenly Father 
loves tenderly, for whom our Elder Brother 
prays constantly, and whom the Holy Ghost 
will yet sanctify wholly. O, no! We should 
feel it to be more in unison with our char- 
acter, more conducive to our happiness, and 
more animating to our hopes, to imitate the 
divine sympathy, and to cherish toward all such 
those feelings of long-suffering and tenderness 
manifested by the Deity himself. By so doing 
our peace would be promoted and our general 
felicity greatly increased. Thus we should most 
effectually exhibit the nature and power of 
“pure and undefiled religion” to the family, 


and both manifest and extend its influence in 
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the Church and in the world; wiles at the 
same time, we should be adopting the most 
direct means of increasing our own individual 
meetness for the full enjoyment of the un- 
dying friendships and indissoluble companion- 
ships of the heavenly world. . 
Reflecting, then, that the scenes and short- 
comings, the disappointments and crosses, the 
strifes and sorrows of time, will soon be ended, 
and our eternity begun, let us put away from 
us “all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamor, and eyil-speaking, with all malice;” 
and let us learn to “be kind one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven us.” ~° 
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CHAPTER VI. 


’ 
QUALIFICATIONS NECESSARY FOR MEETING OUR 
FRIENDS IN HEAVEN. 


EFORE parting with our readers, we feel 
B constrained in faithfulness to remind them, 
that many have friends in heaven who may 
themselves never enter there, and, consequently, 
the doctrine of recognition in glory can be 
legitimately used for consolation only by those 
who are themselves “fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God.” 

As this is a vital matter, in regard to which 
indifference is worse than madness, and error 
ruin, we claim the reader’s undivided atten- 
tion while we proceed briefly to explain the 
qualifications necessary for being admitted here- 
after to the fellowship of departed saints, and 
rejoicing in their society forever. 

First, then, we observe, that before we can 
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meet our friends in heaven, we must be de- 
livered from condemnation, and so rescued from 
hell. Our natural state is most awful—for 
it is one of deop ruin; and this is a sober 
truth which is not, we fear, generally well 
understood. Many are willing to acknowl- 
edge that they are sinners, and even that they 
were born with natures depraved; but this, 
though the truth, is not the whole truth. We 
are not only sinners, but condemned sinners; 
for the decision of the Judge himself is, that, 
“he that believeth not, Is condemned AL- 
READY”’—John iii, 18; and we elsewhere read, 
“By the offense of one judgment came upon 
all men to CONDEMNATION.” Romans y, 18. 
The unrenewed are declared to be “the chil- 
dren of WRATH”—Ephesians ii, 3—and “under 
the cURSE”—Galatians ‘iii, 10—and “all the 
world” are pronounced “ G@uiLty before God” — 
Romans iii, 19. Our hereditary position is that 
of “aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 


and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
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having no hope, and without God in the world.” 
Ephesians ui, 12. 

Before, therefore, we are prepared to meet 
our friends in heaven, we must be delivered 
from our condemned condition. Our guilt 
must be canceled and our pardon obtained. 
But who can thus deliver? Jesus, the well- 
beloved of the Father. Long since, he cried, 
“Deliver from going down to the pit: I have 
found a RANSOM "Job xxxiii, 24—and that 
ransom was his own blood. (See 1 Peter i, 
18, 19.) While Jesus says to the condemned 
one, “Thou hast destroyed thyself,’ he also 
adds, “In mu ts thy help found.” Hosea xiii, 
9. Become then, O sinner, united to the Savior, 
for once that you are IN him you are forever 
safe; because the gladsome announcement of 
the Gospel is, “7’here is NOW NO CONDEMNATION 
to them which are IN Christ Jesus”—Romans 
viii, 1—for “Christ “hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us.” Galatians iti, 18. “He was delivered 
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for our offenses.” Romans iv, 25. “He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities’’—Isaiah lili, 5—and, there- 
fore, when we come to him, we obtain “RE- 
DEMPTION through his blood—the forgiveness - 
of sins, according to the riches of his grace.” 
Ephesians i, 7. 

But again: before we can meet our friends 
in glory, we must obtain a right to enter heaven, 
and a title to remain forever there. Redemp- 
tion’ from hell and a right to heaven are often 
looked’ upon as one and the same thing. But 

-this is a mistake. Though they be twin bless- 
ings of the new covenant, they are in them- 
selves quite distinguishable, and ought never 
to be confounded; for God could, had he 
pleased, have saved men from “the worm 
that never dies,’ and from “the fire that 
never shall be quenched,’ without, in addition 
to this, raising them to heayen, and blessing 
them with mansions in the skies. 


In human law, and under human govern- 
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ments, it has frequently happened that a con- 
demned felon has had a free pardon presented 
to him; but it seldom if ever happens, that, 
in addition to experiencing his sovereign’s 
clemency, he is also raised to princely dignity, 
and put in possession of a scepter and a 
throne. Now, what so rarely occurs under 
the governments of men, is continually tak- 
ing place under the government of God; for, 
on every poor sinner to whom a free pardon 
has been granted, there are alse bestowed 
“the heavenly imheritance” and.an “unfading 
crown.” 

O, then, sinner, lay hold of Jesus as Je- 
hovah-Tsidkenu, “tHE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS- 
ness; and you will find that, while his grace 
saves you from the regions of eternal dark- 
ness, it will also furnish you with an indis- 
putable title to the realms of everlasting light. 

The last qualification which we shall mention, 
as required for intercourse with our friends 


in heaven; is personal holiness. We are sol- 
18 
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emnly assured that “without holiness no man 


shall see the Lord.” Hebrews xii, 14. And 
so, also, without holiness we shall never min- 
gle with the redeemed above. Man must be 
trained for the society in which he is to move. 
Now, as the boor is not fitted for the com- 
panionship of princes, nor the illiterate for 
the avocations of the learifed—as the deaf 
can not enjoy the melody of sounds, nor the 
blind the pleasures of vision, so neither could 
. the unholy be happy in heaven. We must 
be~educated for the society, and trained for 
the employments of the saints in glory, else. 
we should be miserable in their presence, and 
unable either to sympathize or share in those. 
hallowed exercises which afford them perpetual 
delight. 

Hence it is that the Bible so urgently presses 
upon us the necessity of being entirely changed 
in heart and life. Having declared to us that 
our hearts, naturally, are “ deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked”’—Jeremiah xvii, 
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9—and that we are altogether “carnal, sold 
under sin”—Romans vii, 14—it assures us 
that we must have “new hearts” —Hzekiel xviii, 
3i—and be “born again” —Jobn ili, 3, 5, 7— 
before we can even “see” the kingdom of 
God. 

_ Now He who has secured our redemption from 
ruin, and procured for us a title to heaven, 
does also undertake to give us a “meetness” 
for the society of heaven. Jesus Christ is 
of God made unto us, not only righteousness, 
but. sanctification also. (1 Corinthians 4 30.) 
And as, by faith in the atonement of Christ, 
we are justified, so by the grace of Christ, im- 
parted through the medium of this same faith, 
we are sanctified. He that wrought out for 
us a divine righteousness, does also work in 
us a divine and personal holiness. He’ re- 
stamps upon us his own likeness; for, behold- 
ing in chim, as in a glass, the glory of the 
Lord, “we are changed into the same image.” 


2 Corinthians iii, 18. Thus becoming tran- 
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scripts of his character, and reflectors of his 
spiritual beauty, we shall eventually be com- 
plete in holiness, and be presented “faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceed- 
ing joy.” Jude 24. 

And now, dear reader, before we part, let 
“us once more urge upon you the unutterable 
importance of securing the qualifications we 
have described. O, recollect that the blood 
of Christ alone can ransom you—that the 
righteousness of Christ alone can clothe you— 
that the holiness of Christ alone can fit you 
for the society and services of the redeemed! 
Let us, then, surrender ourselves immediately, 
entirely, and for all eternity, to Jesus Christ, 
and he will,wash, and clothe, and sanctify us, 
and so qualify us, both for unending fellow- 
ship with HIMSELF, and for the longed-for 
society of OUR FRIENDS IN HEAVEN. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF MUTUAL RECOGNITION AFTER DEATH 
A TRUTH ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE HEATHEN. 


Hees in his immortal epics, is to be un- 
derstood as expressing the views and feelings of 
his country and age—frequently speaks of the state 
of the departed, and uniformly describes them as rec- 
ognizing each other and conversing together in their 
disembodied condition. Thus, when Utysszs is per- 
mitted to visit the world of spirits, his mother, Anticleia, 
recoguizes him, and makes known to him a variety 
of circumstances regarding his family. (Vide Odyssey, 
a 84, 151, ef seg.) So also the sonl of Achilles recog- 
nizes Ulysses. (Odyssey,»470.) The prophet Teiresias 
not only recognizes him, but predicts his coming for- 
tunes. In the twenty-fourth book of the Odyssey, we 
find Patroclus, Antilochus, Ajax, and Achilles, in Hades, 
assembled together in conversation; and on this occa- 


‘sion Achilles recognizes Agamemnon, from whom he 
yang 
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receives an account of what had occurred on earth 
since his decease. Ulysses, too, sees in Hades the 
souls of the suitors he had slain. These are at once 
recognized, and Agamemnon converses with one of 
them regarding certain incidents in their former lives. 
Achilles, too, talks with Ulysses, comparing his former 
with his present state, and wishes to know from his 
earthly visitant whether his son strove to “rival his 
father’s godlike deeds.” 

So also we find SopHocies, in his Antigone, -repre- 
senting that ill-fated woman, when about to endure 
a cruel .death, exclaiming— 


“O, my deep dungeon! my elernal home! 
Whither I go to join my kindred dead; 
But still I haye great hopes I shall not go 
Unwelcomed to my father, nor to thee, 
My mother! Dear to thee, Eteocles, 
Still shall I ever be.” Antigone, 809-S15. 


Aiiscurius, in his Perse, represents the soul of Darius 
as still possessing, in his state after death, the thoughts 
and feelings of his’ former life, and, in the address 


which he delivers, this departed spirit is exhibited * 


as retaining a perfect recollection of his earthly his- 
tory. i 
We find Socrares, in his apology before his judges 


thus bearing testimony to the doctrine of mutual nee 
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ognition and companionship in the life to come: “ Will 
it not be unspeakably blessed, when escaped from those 
who call themselves judges, to appear before those who 
truly deserve the name—such as Minos, Rhadamanthus, 
Afacus, and Triptolemus—and to associate with all who 
have maintained the cause of truth and righteousness ; 


or, again, to converse with Orpheus, and Muszus, and 


‘Hesiod, and Homer; at how much would any of you 


purchase this? Be assured I would choose to die often, 
if these things be true; for to me delightful would be 
the communion with Palamedes, Ajax the son cf Tela- 
mon, and others of the ancients who died in conse- 
quence of an unjust sentence pronounced upon them. 
What would one give, O Judges, to converse with him 
who led the great armament to Troy, or with Ulysses, 
or with thousands more whom .one might name, of 
men and women, with whom to discourse and associate 
would be an inconceivable enjoyment ?” 

Virert, in the sixth book of his great epic, de- 
scribes Aineas as visiting the realms of the departed, 
and as there recognizing, and being recognized, by the 
spirits he met. 

“The gladsome ghosts in circling troops attend, 
And with unwearied eyes behold their friend; 
Delight to hoyer near, and long to know 


What business brought him to the realms below.” 
JZENEID, vi. 655, ete. 


280 APPENDIX. 


>. 
The various parties he had known on earth are seen 
by the Trojan hero. At length he is brought to his 
father Anchises, who, on descrying his son, 


“Meets him with open arms and falling tears. 
‘Welcome,’ he said, ‘the gods’ undoubted race, 
O long expected to my dear embrace. 
*Tis true, computing time, I now believed 
The happy day approached—nor are my hopes deceived.’ ” 
ZENED, vi, 931-939. 


Crcrro—vide Ciceronis De Senectute, cap. 23—expresses 
his belief in the doctrine we have been considering in 
the following terms: “TI feel impelled by the desire 
of joining the society of my two departed friends, 
your illustrious fathers, whom I reverenced and loved. 
I desire not only to meet those whom I myself knew, 
but those also of whom I have read or heard, or re- 
garding whom I myself have written. 0, illustrious 
day, when I shall go hence to that divine council and 
assembly of souls, when I shall escape from this crowd 
and rabble; for I shall go, not only to those illustri- 
ous men of whom I have before spoken, but also to 
my Cato, than whom one more excellent or illustrious 
in goodness was never born. He himself consoled 
me, judging that our distance and parting would not 
long continue.” 


Thus we find that the poets and philosophers of 


- 
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both Greece and Rome comforted themselves with the 
hope of recognition and reunion after death. They 
did not consider that death destroyed either friends 
or friendships; and they looked forward to spending 
an eternity of love with them in the Elysian plains, 
the Hesperian gardens, or the far-off Islands of -the 
Blest. 

But a belief in future recognition has not been con- 
fined to the ancient pagans. The heathen of modern 
times hold the same doctrine. Thus Dr. Robertson, 
in his History of America, informs us that, in some 
places, “upon the death of a CAZIQUE, or AMERICAN 
CHIEF, a certain number of his wives, of his favorites, 
and of his slaves, was put to death, and interred with 
him, that he might appear with the same dignity in 
his future station, and be waited upon by the same 
attendants as formerly, and that many of the deceased 
person’s retainers offer themselves as voluntary victims, 
and court the privilege of accompanying their deceased 
master as a high distinction.” The burning of H1npoo 
wipows was founded on a similar belief. We are 
told that “the officiating Brahmin causes the widow 
to repeat the formulas, in which she prays that, as 
long as fourteen Indrus’ reign, or as many years as 
there are hairs on her head, she may abide in heaven 
with her husband.” Porphyry tells that the Inpran 


+ 


282 APPENDIX. 


Gymxosopuists, or barefooted philosophers, were wont 
to send messages to their departed friends with those . 
who were about to commit suicide. The NATIVES OF 
Danomey, too, entertain the same belief; and it is a 
common practice with the king of that country to send 
to his forefathers an account of any remarkable event. 
He does this by delivering the message to the person 
who may be nearest to him at the time, and then 
orders his head to be chopped off immediately, so 
that he may serve as a courier to convey the intelli- 
gence to his friends in the land of spirits. Dr. Leland 
tells us that, in Guryea; when a king dies, many are 
slain, that they may again live with him in another 
world; and that in 1710, when the prince’ of Morava, 
on the coast of Coromandel, died, forty-seven of his 
wives were burned with his corpse, so that they might 
associate with \ their husband in the next life. Similar 
customs and ideas-have been found existing among 
the Danes, the Chinese, the Brazilians, the people of 
Macassar and Japan—all which, though often defiled 
by superstitious and cruel rites, betoken ‘the aspira- 
tions of the human spirit, and prove that humanity, 
even in its most degraded phases, still retains the 
purest of its social affections, and. longs for everlast- 
ing fellowship with those it loves. 
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II. 


MUTUAL RECOGNITION AFTER DEATH A DOCTRINE OF 
bg ul 
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 


Hap our space permitted, we had intended to have 
presented to our readers the views of the primitive 
and reformed Churches, and of the most eminent mod- 
ern theologians, on the subject we have been consid- 
ering. We would have done so, not for the purpose 
of proving the doctrine—for the Scriptures alone can 
do that—but in order to show that, as stated at page 26, 
‘this truth has been “the object of an almost universal 


faith.” As our limits are, however, nearly exhausted, 


4 


we must content ourselves with briefly noticing a few 

of the customs of the primitive Church which refer 

particularly to the subject of future recognition.* 
Nothing was more remarkably characteristic of the 


members of the early Church than the love of their 


*We-may mention that the most eminent of the Fathers held the 
doctrine of future recognition. Among the Reformers, Luther, Calvin, 
Zuinglius, Melancthon, Thomas Becon, Scaliger, Olevianus, Ursinus, 
and others, bear most explicit testimony to its truth; while, among 
modern divines, we find Archbishop Tillotson, Bishop Hall, Howe, Bax- 
ter, Turretine, Rutherford, Bunyan, Paley, Doddridge, Udwards, Fen- 
elon, John Newton, Knapp, Dick, Chalmers, Carson, Wardlaw, and 
Carlile—not to mention living theologians—all expressing their con. 
viction of its truth, and rejoicing in the prospect of its realization. 
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DEAD. Their respect 2 them was shown by the sac- 
ifices and dangers they. often incurred, in order to 
hie for them an honorable burial ; “and their strong 
* affection was manifested by their habit of repairing, 
even at night, to the places where the bodies of their 
departed were interred. They thus tried to realize 
a secret and invisible communion with their deceased 
ones. By thus endeavoring to come, 28 it were, into 
a sort of. spiritttal contact with" their dead, they not 
only cherished the hope of being restored to them, 
but this continued communion with their beloved at 
their graves generated often a strong desire for death. 
It caused them to laugh at persecution, and to long 
for martyrdom as the most direct means of enjoying 
not only the glory of the heavenly world, but also 
renewed companionship with their departed saints. 
They rejoiced.to think that they were still united to 
them, and wished, even while on earth, to keep up 
with them a conscious communion. Hence they loved 
to have their burying-places around their churches, that 
it might be seen that the congregation of the dead 
was still united to the congregation of the living. 
Neander, too, informs us that the anniversary of the 
decease of their friends was observed as their birth- 
day to a nobler existence; that on this day “it was 
usual to partake of the supper of the Lord, in the 
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consciousness of an inseperable communion vith those 
who had died in, Christ ;” ‘@md, he adds, “a gift was. 
laid on the altar in their name, as if they were en 
living members of the Church.” The samé eminent 
historian tells us, that, when multitudes were swept 
away at Carthage by a desolating pestilence, Cyprian 
said to his Church, “We ought not to mourn for those 
who, by the summons of the Lord, are delivered from 
the world, since we know they are not. ine, but sent be- 
fore us—that they have only taken their leave of us, 
in order to precede us. We may long for them as 
we do for those who are on a distant voyage, but 
not lament them. Why do we not ourselves wish 
to depart out of this world, or why do we mourn 
our departed ones as lost? Why do we not hasten 
to see our country, to greet our parents? There await 
us a vast multitude of dear ones—fathers, mothers, and 
children—who are already secure of their own sal- 
vation, and anxious only for ours. What a mutual 
joy to them and us, when wey shall come into their 
presence and embrace!” (Neander’s Chureh History, vol. 
i, pp. 462, 463. London edition. 1850.) 


THE END. 
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